SACRIFICING FOR THE SON OF GOD
Mark 14:1-11
· Question – “What brings someone significance in life, according to the world’s standards?”
· Many people with ability, accolades, accomplishments, popularity, possessions, etc. live miserable lives.
· It’s better to be categorized as significant by Jesus than by anyone and everyone else in the world.
· “Truly I tell you, wherever the gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will also be told in memory of her.” (Mark 14:9)
WHO WAS THIS PERSON WHO DID THIS SIGNIFICANT DEED?
· “While He was in Bethany at the house of Simon the leper, as He was reclining at the table, a woman came with an alabaster jar of very expensive perfume of pure nard. She broke the jar and poured it on His head.” (Mark 14:3)
· Sometimes the people who are rarely noticed are the ones who are really making a difference for the Lord. 
· God is more interested in our availability than our ability.
WHY DID THIS WOMAN GIVE SO GENEROUSLY?
· She had a thankful heart.
· Mary was grateful to Jesus because He had raised her brother from the dead (John 11:1-44, 12:1-8).
· We should continually have a heart of gratitude to the Lord for what He has done for us (Psalm 100:4-5; 1 Thessalonians 5:18).
· She was focused intently on Jesus.
· “[Martha] had a sister named Mary, who also sat at the Lord’s feet and was listening to what He said. 40 But Martha was distracted by her many tasks” (Luke 10:39)
WHERE DID SHE GIVE HER GENEROUS GIFT?
· Mary gave her generous gift in the presence of those who would criticize and discourage it.
· “But some were expressing indignation to one another: ‘Why has this perfume been wasted? 5 For this perfume might have been sold for more than three hundred denarii and given to the poor.’ And they began to scold her.” (Mark 14:4-5)
· Some people will always criticize us when we genuinely love the Lord, live for the Lord, and give generously to the Lord.
· Jesus – “You are blessed when they insult you and persecute you and falsely say every kind of evil against you because of Me.” (Matthew 5:11)
WHEN DID THIS WOMAN GIVE THIS SIGNIFICANT GIFT?

· This significant gift was given just a few days before Jesus would be crucified and killed (Mark 15). 
· When some women came to anoint Jesus’ body in the tomb for a proper burial, Jesus’ body was no longer there (Mark 16:1-7).
· We need to take advantage of the opportunities that the Lord has given us to serve Him and others.
· Jesus - “Leave her alone . . . She has done what she could and has anointed My body for burial ahead of time.” (Mark 14:6, 8)
WHAT DID THIS WOMAN GIVE TO THE LORD?  
· Mary gave the best that she had to the Lord. (Mark 14:3)

· Like Mary, we should be willing to give generously and extravagantly to the Lord and His work (see Luke 6:38, Acts 20:35).
· “We want you to know, brothers and sisters, about the grace of God that was given to the churches of Macedonia: 2 During a severe trial brought about by affliction, their abundant joy and their extreme poverty overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part.” (2 Corinthians 8:1-2)
· Our lives are like a jar that needs to be broken and a treasure that needs to be given!
· “Therefore, brothers and sisters, in view of the mercies of God, I urge you to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God; this is your true worship.” (Romans 12:1)
· God never utilizes anything or anyone fully until they are broken before Him (Galatians 2:20).
· When we’re willing to give the best of ourselves – our time, talents and our finances - to the Lord, we are ready to begin living a life of lasting significance.
CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION

ICE BREAKER: What was a “significant deed” that was done by you or a family member in your younger years?

Observation

· READ MARK 14:1-11
· What did the woman in our story do that caused her onlookers and Jesus to be astounded by her actions?

· Why were some people critical of the woman’s action?

· What did Jesus have to say about the woman’s action?

Understanding
· Why do you think that the woman in our story gave so generously to the Lord?

· Why do you think that some in the home who observed the woman’s actions spoke so harshly of her?

· Why do you think that Jesus was quick to defend the woman?

· What was it about the woman’s actions that caused Jesus to declare that what she’d done would be remembered eternally?

· What keeps us from giving extravagantly to the Lord of our time, talents and possessions, like the woman did?

· How does this story impact you as you consider how the Lord wants you to help advance His Kingdom work through Renew Church?

Loving Outward:

· Who do you need to share the gospel with this week?

· Who do you need to follow-up with regarding the gospel?

· Who are you bringing to church next Sunday?
