HONOR THE SON OF GOD
Mark 12:28-34
HONORING JESUS REQUIRES:

LOVING HIM SUPREMELY

· Jesus - “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.” (Mark 12:30)
· Nothing or no one in this world should be in a place of higher honor in our lives than Jesus.

· Worship is our expression of our love for the Lord, and “real love” for Him must be demonstrated in our lives.

    We Show Our Love To The Lord By:

· Showing Affection to Him
· “Love the Lord your God with all your heart…”
· Committing Our Allegiance to Him
· “Love the Lord . . . with all your soul . . .”
· Focusing Our Attention on Him
· Love the Lord . . . with all your mind . . .”
· “You will keep the mind that is dependent on you in perfect peace, for it is trusting in you.” (Isaiah 26:3)
· Using Our Abilities for Him
· “Love the Lord . . . with all your strength.”
HONORING THE LORD JESUS REQUIRES:

CARING FOR OTHERS SELFLESSLY

· “The second is, Love your neighbor as yourself.” (Mark 12:31)
· The natural result of us loving the Lord supremely is expressed in our love for others. 

· It is impossible to love the Lord with everything we are (heart, soul, mind, and strength) and not love you neighbor as well.

· “Dear friends, let us love one another, because love is from God, and everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 The one who does not love does not know God, because God is love.” (1 John 4:7-8)
· “…let us not love in word or speech, but in action and in truth.” (1 John 3:18)
· Loving others and desiring God’s best for others is one way we know that we truly love the Lord.

HONORING THE LORD JESUS REQUIRES:

GIVING TO THE LORD SACRIFICIALLY

· “Sitting across from the temple treasury, He watched how the crowd dropped money into the treasury. Many rich people were putting in large sums. 42 Then a poor widow came and dropped in two tiny coins worth very little. 43 Summoning his disciples, He said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the others. 44 For they all gave out of their surplus, but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had —all she had to live on.’” (Mark 12:41-44)
· Jesus taught that when we truly honor the Lord we will strive to be sacrificial givers. 

· We can tell often tell how much we love the Lord by looking at our bank statement.
· The widow giving everything she had was a foreshadowing of the great sacrifice Jesus would make just days later.
· By sacrificially giving we are not losing anything; We are multiplying our impact in the world for Jesus Christ.
· “True giving does not subtract from what we have, it multiplies the effect we can have in the world.” – Bob Jones (North Pointe Community Church)
CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION

Read: Mark 12:28-34 and Mark 12:41-44
Observation:
· What was happening just before this interaction in Mark 12?

· What was Jesus’ response to the question about the greatest commandment?

· What did Jesus say was the second greatest commandment?

· What did Jesus say about the widow’s offering?

Understanding:
· Why did Jesus say that loving the Lord with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength is the greatest commandment?

· Why do you think Jesus gave the second greatest commandment even though He was only asked for the one greatest commandment?

· Why did Jesus say the widow’s offering was “more than all the others” who gave larger amounts?

· What are some ways I can demonstrate my love for the Lord?

· Who in my life do I need to show love to in a selfless way?

· What are some ways that I need to give sacrificially of my time, talents, and finances?
Loving Outward:

· Who do you need to share the gospel with this week?

· Who do you need to follow-up with regarding the gospel?

· Who are you bringing to church next Sunday?

