A FOCUSED AND FORWARD FAITH
Philippians 3:12-16

[bookmark: _Hlk191791413][bookmark: _Hlk191791450][bookmark: _Hlk191792475]“Not that I have already reached the goal or am already perfect, but I make every effort to take hold of it because I also have been taken hold of by Christ Jesus. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and reaching forward to what is ahead, 14 I pursue as my goal the prize promised by God’s heavenly call in Christ Jesus. 15 Therefore, let all of us who are mature think this way. And if you think differently about anything, God will reveal this also to you. 16 In any case, we should live up to whatever truth we have attained.” (Philippians 3:12-16)

“Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13 Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 15 Let those of us who are mature think this way, and if in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal that also to you. 16 Only let us hold true to what we have attained.” (Philippians 3:12-16 ESV)

· To fail to run the race effectively that God has set before us will cost us a “prize” but it won’t cost us our “citizenship” (Salvation).

KEYS TO WINNING THE RACE GOD HAS PLACED YOU IN:

REJECTING COMPLACENCY
· “Not that I have already reached the goal or am already perfect”…“Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself to have taken hold of it.” (Philippians 3:12-13)
· We should celebrate all that God has done, but we must remember that God is not finished working through us to accomplish His Kingdom purposes.
· The enemy of complete commitment to Christ is comparison of our accomplishments with others.

UNWAVERING DETERMINATION
· “But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and reaching forward to what is ahead, 14 I pursue as my goal the prize promised by God’s heavenly call in Christ Jesus. 15 Therefore, let all of us who are mature think this way. And if you think differently about anything, God will reveal this also to you.” (Philippians 3:13b-15)
· Running the race for God will be difficult, but pressing on toward the goal is worth every ounce of commitment.

CONSISTENT DEMONSTRATION
· “In any case, we should live up to whatever truth we have attained.” (Philippians 3:12-16)
· When we consistently put into practice what we have learned from God’s Word (Bible), we position ourselves to receive whatever “prize” he has for us.



CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION

UNDERSTANDING
 What does Philippians 3:12-16 say about God/Jesus?
 What does Philippians 3:12-16 say about Christ followers?
 What is the “prize” Paul refers to in Philippians 3:12-16? (Hint: It’s not salvation or Heaven)

DIGGING DEEPER
1. How would you describe complacency in the Christian life?
 Why is it okay to celebrate the past, when Paul said, “But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind…” in verse 13?
 How does comparing your “wins” with others hinder your “race”?
 What are some examples of “reaching forward”, “straining forward”, and “pressing on” in your race? How do you keep running your race with determination?
 What did Paul mean when he said, “We should live up to whatever truth we have obtained? How does that look in your life?
 Marinate on this: God has not called you to do anything that He won’t equip and empower you to accomplish. Trust in Him, Seek Him Daily through Scripture Reading and Prayer, and Press On toward the goal. You got this!

Loving Outward:
· Who do you need to share the gospel with this week?
· Who do you need to follow-up with regarding the gospel?
· Who are you bringing to church next Sunday?

