THRIVING THROUGH SERVING
Matthew 20:26-28
· To serve as a Christian is to be willing put oneself in a place to be of benefit to the Kingdom of God and to others.  
· Jesus - “The harvest is abundant, but the workers are few. 38 Therefore, pray to the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into his harvest.” (Matthew 9:37-38)
· Serving the Lord may seem optional, but the reality is that serving the Lord in the local church and living for the Lord daily in our lives is a calling and command from the Lord. 
· “And now you are united with the One who was raised from the dead. As a result, we can produce a harvest of good deeds for God.” (Romans 7:4 NLT)
Why should we want to serve the Lord?  
· True expressions of love are demonstrated with action and service not merely in spoken word.
· “Let us not love in word or speech, but in action and in truth.” (1 John 3:18)
· Believers serve in the local church because we love the Lord and because we love others that are a part of the local church. 
THRIVING AS A CHRISTIAN INVOLVES:

ACCEPTING THE CALL To Serve
· “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared ahead of time for us to do.” (Ephesians 2:10) 
· The local church (God’s people) is still God’s number one instrument that He uses to bring the message of Christ to a lost, broken, and hurting world. 
THRIVING AS A CHRISTIAN INVOLVES:

Finding A Place To Serve
· “Now as we have many parts in one body, and all the parts do not have the same function, 5 in the same way we who are many are one body in Christ and individually members of one another.” (Romans 12:4-5)
· “Where should you consider serving at Renew Church? 
1) Where you see a need.
· One of the first and best places you can serve is where you see a need. NEED = HELP!
· For every volunteer ministry opportunity that goes unfilled there are people not being fully cared for the way that God wants them to be cared for, and there are unbelievers not hearing about the love of Jesus Christ.
2) Where you are gifted.
· “A spiritual gift is given to each of us so we can help each other.” (1 Corinthians 12:7 NLT)
· You have been gifted & talented by God so that you can serve Him and others.
· “Just as each one has received a gift, use it to serve others, as good stewards of the varied grace of God.” (1 Peter 4:10)
· The spiritual gifts that we have received from the Lord at our conversion are designed to be used in serving the church and others around us. 
· The Spiritual Gifts Class and SHAPE Seminar help people to understand, discover and develop their spiritual gifts and abilities so they can better serve the Lord and others. 
“When should I begin serving?” Right now.
· For Christians the ultimate example to follow when talking about serving is Jesus Christ.
· Jesus – “For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve others and to give his life as a ransom for many.” (Matthew 20:28 NLT)
CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION

UNDERSTANDING

 What does Matthew 20:26-28 say about God/Jesus?

 What does Matthew 20:26-28 say about Christ followers?
 How are the instructions Jesus gives in Matthew 20:26-28 in direct contrast with the way of this world?
DIGGING DEEPER

· Why is it so important that every Christian answers the calling to serve the Kingdom of God through the local church and outside the church?
 What are the biggest hindrances to people fulfilling this calling to serve? How can we overcome those hindrances?
 How do you determine when and where to serve? Do you need to adjust your “when and where” approach based on this teaching?
 How can you help others get connected in serving? Who can you bring alongside you to train in your area of serving?
Loving Outward:

· Who do you need to share the gospel with this week?
· Who do you need to follow-up with regarding the gospel?
· Who are you bringing to church next Sunday?

