LIVING AS AN OVERCOMER
1 Samuel 16:1-23
“The Lord said to Samuel, ‘How long are you going to mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and go. I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem because I have selected for myself a king from his sons.’
2 Samuel asked, ‘How can I go? Saul will hear about it and kill me!’
The Lord answered, ‘Take a young cow with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ 3 Then invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will let you know what you are to do. You are to anoint for me the one I indicate to you.’
4 Samuel did what the Lord directed and went to Bethlehem. When the elders of the town met him, they trembled and asked, ‘Do you come in peace?’
5 ‘In peace,’ he replied. ‘I’ve come to sacrifice to the Lord. Consecrate yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.’ Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 6 When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and said, ‘Certainly the Lord’s anointed one is here before him.’
7 But the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Do not look at his appearance or his stature because I have rejected him. Humans do not see what the Lord sees, for humans see what is visible, but the Lord sees the heart.’
8 Jesse called Abinadab and presented him to Samuel. ‘The Lord hasn’t chosen this one either,’ Samuel said. 9 Then Jesse presented Shammah, but Samuel said, ‘The Lord hasn’t chosen this one either.’ 10 After Jesse presented seven of his sons to him, Samuel told Jesse, ‘The Lord hasn’t chosen any of these.’ 11 Samuel asked him, ‘Are these all the sons you have?’ ‘There is still the youngest,’ he answered, ‘but right now he’s tending the sheep.’ Samuel told Jesse, ‘Send for him. We won’t sit down to eat until he gets here.’ 12 So Jesse sent for him. He had beautiful eyes and a healthy, handsome appearance.
Then the Lord said, ‘Anoint him, for he is the one.’ 13 So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and the Spirit of the Lord came powerfully on David from that day forward. Then Samuel set out and went to Ramah.
14 Now the Spirit of the Lord had left Saul, and an evil spirit sent from the Lord began to torment him, 15 so Saul’s servants said to him, ‘You see that an evil spirit from God is tormenting you. 16 Let our lord command your servants here in your presence to look for someone who knows how to play the lyre. Whenever the evil spirit from God comes on you, that person can play the lyre, and you will feel better.’
17 Then Saul commanded his servants, ‘Find me someone who plays well and bring him to me.’
18 One of the young men answered, ‘I have seen a son of Jesse of Bethlehem who knows how to play the lyre. He is also a valiant man, a warrior, eloquent, handsome, and the Lord is with him.’
19 Then Saul dispatched messengers to Jesse and said, ‘Send me your son David, who is with the sheep.’ 20 So Jesse took a donkey loaded with bread, a wineskin, and one young goat and sent them by his son David to Saul. 21 When David came to Saul and entered his service, Saul loved him very much, and David became his armor-bearer. 22 Then Saul sent word to Jesse: ‘Let David remain in my service, for he has found favor with me.’ 23 Whenever the spirit from God came on Saul, David would pick up his lyre and play, and Saul would then be relieved, feel better, and the evil spirit would leave him.” (1 Samuel 16:1-23)

· David is the most mentioned man in the Old Testament, and is mentioned many times in the New Testament.
· For most of his life David was fully committed to loving and living for the Lord. (1 Samuel 13:14).
· “God removed Saul from the kingship and replaced him with David, a man about whom God said, `David son of Jesse is a man after My own heart, for he will do everything I want him to.'” (Acts 13:22 NLT)
· David faced the same challenges we face, and overcame them because of his relationship with reliance upon the Lord.
LIVING AS AN OVERCOMER BEGINS WITH BEING:
APPOINTED BY THE LORD
· The Lord - “The LORD said to Samuel, ‘…I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem because I have selected for myself a king from his sons.’" (1 Samuel 16:1)
· “After Jesse presented seven of his sons to him, Samuel told Jesse, ‘The LORD hasn’t chosen any of these.’” (1 Samuel 16:10)
· We learn from the dialogue between God and Samuel that: 1) The Lord speaks to His people to give us direction. 2) The Lord is more interested in our inward “heart” than our outward appearance (1 Samuel 16:6-10)
· “But the LORD said to Samuel, ‘Do not look at his appearance or his stature because I have rejected him. Humans do not see what the LORD sees, for humans see what is visible, but the LORD sees the heart.’” (1 Samuel 16:7)
Two Keys to Remember:
1) GOD SELECTS US IN SPITE OF OUR WEAKNESSES
· “Samuel asked him, ‘Are these all the sons you have?’ ‘There is still the youngest,’ he answered, ‘but right now he’s tending the sheep.’" (1 Samuel 16:11)
· The Lord often selects the least likely candidates through which to accomplish His plans and purposes.
· “God has chosen what is foolish in the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen what is weak in the world to shame the strong. 28 God has chosen what is insignificant and despised in the world—what is viewed as nothing—to bring to nothing what is viewed as something, 29 so that no one[g] may boast in his presence." (1 Corinthians 1:27-29)
2) GOD SELECTS US TO CARRY OUT HIS WILL
· “After removing him, he raised up David as their king and testified about him, ‘I have found David the son of Jesse to be a man after my own heart, who will carry out all my will.’” (Acts 13:22)
· We sometimes think that God has forgotten us, but the Lord has great plans for each of our lives.
LIVING AS AN OVERCOMER INVOLVES BEING:
ANOINTED BY THE LORD
· “Then the LORD said, ‘Anoint him, for he is the one.’ 13 So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and the Spirit of the LORD came powerfully on David from that day forward.” (1 Samuel 16:12b-13a)
· Every Christian is indwelled by the Holy Spirit but not every Christian has been empowered by the Holy Spirit.
· “One of the young men answered, ‘I have seen a son of Jesse of Bethlehem who knows how to play the lyre. He is also a valiant man, a warrior, eloquent, handsome, and the LORD is with him.’” (1 Samuel 16:18)
The Empowering Of The Lord Brings:

· SUPERNATURAL PERCEPTION TO OUR LIVES
· SUPERNATURAL POWER TO OUR LIVES
Question – “How much better would my life be if I was living daily in the power of the Holy Spirit?”

LIVING AS AN OVERCOMER INVOLVES BEING:
AVAILABLE TO THE LORD (1 Samuel 16:14-23)

· Sometimes the Lord wants us to minister in unusual place to unusual people (1 Samuel 16:14-23).
· God sometimes allows us to serve in obscure places to prepare us for great ministry in the future.  
· “When David came to Saul and entered his service, Saul loved him very much, and David became his armor-bearer.” (1 Samuel 16:21)
· We’re to use our time wisely, and one wise way to use our time is by serving God through serving others.
· “Do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.”  (Galatians 5:13 NCV)
· The Lord has promised that we can always count on His presence in our lives when we are surrendered to Him.
 Connect Group Discussion

Understanding:

· What does 1 Samuel 16:1-23 teach us about God/Jesus?
· Why did Jesse present all his other sons and not present David to Samuel initially?
· What did the anointing of David signify? 
· What issue is the main message of 1 Samuel 16:1-23? What are some other underlying messages in this text?
Digging Deeper:

· How do you know that you have been “appointed” by the Lord as a Christian?
· What hinders you from responding to God’s calling on your life? (The call to share the gospel, to serve, to give, to go in any capacity.)
· What does it mean to be anointed by the Lord? Who is anointed?

· Why do some thrive  while serving “in obscurity” without recognition, while others struggle to serve without the spotlight?  How are you doing at be available to the Lord for service no matter the situation?
· What will you do differently as a result of this message?
Loving Outward:

· Who do you need to share the gospel with this week?

· Who do you need to follow-up with regarding the gospel?

· Who are you bringing to church next Sunday?
