FROM FANDOM TO FOLLOWER
Luke 9:23-25
· Many people are “Jesus Fans” rather than Faithful Jesus Followers.
· “Those who are regularly exposed to small doses of watered-down religion become inoculated against genuine Christianity.” (Anonymous)
BECOMING A FAITHFUL JESUS FOLLOWER REQUIRES:

DESIRING TO FOLLOW JESUS
· Jesus - “If anyone wants to follow after Me...” (Luke 9:23a)
· Many people who witness or experience Jesus’ power in mighty ways are still reluctant to be completely “sold-out” to Him. 
· We have to have a real desire to be a follower of the Lord if we are going to become the man/woman of God that the Lord has called us to be, and that others around us need for us to be.  
· Jesus – “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after righteousness for they shall be filled.” (Matthew 5:6 NKJV)
BECOMING A FAITHFUL JESUS FOLLOWER REQUIRES:

DYING TO SELF
· Jesus, - “‘If anyone wants to follow after Me, let him deny himself, take up his cross daily, and follow Me.” (Luke 9:23b)

Denying Myself Requires:

· TURNING FROM MY CARNAL WAYS

· We are taught from childhood to delight and deify ourselves rather than deny ourselves.
· The first obstacle to following Jesus is overcoming self.
· “God sends no one away empty except those who are full of themselves.” (D.L. Moody)
· “In every [person’s] life there is a throne.  When self is on that throne, Christ is on the cross.   But when Christ is on that throne, self is on the cross.” (S. T. Gordon)
· Our heart does not have room for both “self” and our Savior. 
Denying Myself Requires:
· TAKING UP MY CROSS DAILY
· “‘If anyone wants to follow after Me, let him deny himself, take up his cross daily…” (Luke 9:23c)
· Jesus used the concept of the Cross to show what might be the price of obedience to God.  
· Jesus had to die physically in order for us live with Him, but we have to “die” spiritually in order for Him to live through us.
· Jesus – “For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life because of Me will save it.” (Luke 9:24)
BECOMING A FAITHFUL JESUS FOLLOWER REQUIRES:

DEDICATING MY LIFE TO THE LORD
· Jesus - “ . . . and follow Me.” (Luke 9:23d)
· Faithfully following the Lord doesn’t mean walking behind Him but walking beside Him as you both go in the same direction.
· So often our focus on our abilities and ambitions keeps us from trusting, living for, and serving the Lord.
· “I have been crucified with Christ, and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” (Galatians 2:20)
· When we allow the power of the Lord to fill our lives, we will find ourselves able to overcome trials and temptations, to hear from the Lord & do His will, and to become faithful Jesus followers. 

Connect Group Discussion

Understanding:

· What does James 9:23-25 teach us about God/Jesus?

· What issue is Jesus addressing in Luke 9:23-25??

· What does Jesus mean when He says “take up your cross”?
Digging Deeper:

· What (or who) is keeping me from desiring a strong relationship with the Lord? In other words, who or what is competing for my deepest commitment and attention? (Significant other? Hobbies? Personal Goals? Laziness? Apathy? Etc.)
· What is keeping me from ‘dying to self’ in my life? How can I overcome these obstacles?

· What are some areas I truly need to “deny myself” so that I can be a faithful follower of Jesus?
· What steps do I need to take to really begin growing in the Lord and becoming a stronger disciple of the Lord?

· What will you do differently as a result of this message?
Loving Outward:

· Who do you need to share the gospel with this week?

· Who do you need to follow-up with regarding the gospel?

· Who are you bringing to church next Sunday?

