NO EXCUSES FROM ME
LUKE 9:57-62
“As they were traveling on the road someone said to him, ‘I will follow you wherever you go.’ 58 Jesus told him, ‘Foxes have dens, and birds of the sky have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.’ 59 Then he said to another, ‘Follow me.’

‘Lord,’ he said, ‘first let me go bury my father.’ 60 But he told him, ‘Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and spread the news of the kingdom of God.’ 61 Another said, ‘I will follow you, Lord, but first let me go and say good-bye to those at my house.’ 62 But Jesus said to him, ‘No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.’" (Luke 9:57-62)

· Jesus has high expectations for His followers.
· “Fans” of Jesus are marked by doubt, hesitation, and worry, whereas “Followers” of Jesus are marked by an attitude of eager willingness to do what Jesus says to do.

· Becoming a “Follower” of Jesus means always saying “YES” to Jesus.
· Jesus – “If you love me, you will keep my commands.” (John 14:15)
· Saying “YES” to Jesus means saying “NO” to excuses.
SAYING “YES” TO JESUS INVOLVES:

GOING WHEREVER JESUS SENDS US
· “As they were traveling on the road someone said to him, ‘I will follow you wherever you go.’ 58 Jesus told him, ‘Foxes have dens, and birds of the sky have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head.’” (Luke 9:57-58)
· Jesus is more concerned with where we are going than where we’re living.
· Jesus – “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come on you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)

We Are Called To Share His Message and Ministry To:
· THOSE CLOSE TO US – “in Jerusalem” 
· Jesus – “’Go back to your home, and tell all that God has done for you.’ And off he went, proclaiming throughout the town how much Jesus had done for him.” (Luke 8:39)
· “There is the tendency to carry a cross and follow Jesus, but before we walk in the door of our own home, we leave the cross on the front porch.” – Kyle Idleman
· THOSE CONNECTED TO US
· Our friends, relatives, associates, and neighbors (FRAN) ought to see Jesus as the priority of our lives.
· THOSE DIFFERENT FROM US – “in Samaria”
· One day we’re going to be judged by the Lord as to how we reached out and ministered to people unlike us.
· THOSE FAR FROM US – “to the ends of the earth.”
· Jesus - “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.” (Mark 16:15)
· Jesus will sometimes ask His Followers to go somewhere new to them.
· Question: “Where or to whom does Jesus want me to go?”
SAYING “YES” TO JESUS INVOLVES:

SERVING WHENEVER JESUS TELLS US
· “Then he said to another, ‘Follow me.’ ‘Lord,’ he said, ‘first let me go bury my father.’ 60 But he told him, ‘Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and spread the news of the kingdom of God.’” (Luke 9:59-60)
· God expects immediate obedience when He tells us to do something. Delayed obedience is really disobedience to God.
· “The most dangerous part of following Jesus tomorrow isn’t what you will lose between now and then. That’s not the worst thing that can happen. The worst thing that can happen is that tomorrow might never come. The truth is the longer you put him off, the more likely it is that following him will never happen.” – Kyle Idleman
· “So it is sin to know the good and yet not do it.” (James 4:17)
Obedience Requires:
· DISCERNMENT
· “Walk as children of light— 9 for the fruit of the light consists of all goodness, righteousness, and truth— 10 testing what is pleasing to the Lord.” (Ephesians 5:9b-10)
· We can discern the Lord’s will through reading Scripture, hearing from the Holy Spirit, and seeking the advice of mature Christians.
· DISCIPLINE
· Paul – “Instead, I discipline my body and bring it under strict control, so that after preaching to others, I myself will not be disqualified.” (1 Corinthians 9:27)
· “… in your hearts regard Christ the Lord as holy, ready at any time to give a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you.” (1 Peter 3:15)
· DETERMINATION
· “Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, be steadfast, immovable, always excelling in the Lord’s work, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.” (1 Corinthians 15:58)
· Question – “How long does it usually take me to respond to what God wants me to do?”
SAYING “YES” TO JESUS INVOLVES:
ACCOMPLISHING WHATEVER JESUS ASKS OF US
· “Another said, ‘I will follow you, Lord, but first let me go and say good-bye to those at my house.’ 62 But Jesus said to him, ‘No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.’" (Luke 9:57-62)
· Jesus asks us to love Him in a way that is total, passionate, and sacrificial – just how He loves us.
· “The reason Jesus is so adamant about followers surrendering everything is because the reality is this: the one thing we are most reluctant to give up is the one thing that has the most potential to become a substitute for Him.” – Kyle Idleman
· Question: “What is the Holy Spirit challenging me to give up or turn my back on in order to be His ‘Follower?’”
· Jesus Followers wait on Him, ready to say “YES” to whatever He asks of them.
· There is no wrong time to say “YES” to “following Jesus.”
