A POWERFUL EXAMPLE OF PRAYER
Daniel 9:1-19

THE BIG IDEA: The Bible should guide our prayers which should be filled with humility, confession, repentance, and petition, with a heart to see God’s name glorified.

THE SCRIPTURES SHOULD GUIDE OUR PRAYERS
· “In the first year of Darius, the son of Ahasuerus, a Mede by birth, who was made king over the Chaldean kingdom— 2 in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, understood from the books according to the word of the Lord to the prophet Jeremiah that the number of years for the desolation of Jerusalem would be seventy. 3 So I turned my attention to the Lord God to seek him by prayer and petitions, with fasting, sackcloth, and ashes.” (Daniel 9:1-3)
· We cannot pray what we do not know, so it is imperative that we read the Bible consistently.
· “I have treasured your word in my heart so that I may not sin against you.” (Psalm 119:11)
· Incorrect prayers are the outflow of an incorrect understanding of the Scriptures.
· “You ask and don’t receive because you ask with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your pleasures.” (James 4:3)
· Scripture-based prayers will lead us to pray according to God’s word and God’s will, instead of our own will.

POWERFUL PRAYERS FLOW FROM HUMBLE HEARTS LEADING TO CONFESSION OF SINS
· “So I turned my attention to the Lord God to seek him by prayer and petitions, with fasting, sackcloth, and ashes. 4 I prayed to the Lord my God and confessed…” (Daniel 9:3-13)
· When we truly understand the grace and mercy that we experience daily, it will shift our heart posture from self-righteousness to humble confession.
· “I prayed to the Lord my God and confessed: Ah, Lord—the great and awe-inspiring God who keeps his gracious covenant with those who love him and keep his commands— 5 we have sinned, done wrong, acted wickedly, rebelled, and turned away from your commands and ordinances.” (Daniel 9:4-5)
· Praying biblically leads us to pray regarding the collective sins of others as well as our own sins.

POWERFUL PRAYERS ACKNOWLEDGE GOD’S RIGHTEOUS JUDGEMENT
· “So the Lord kept the disaster in mind and brought it on us, for the Lord our God is righteous in all he has done. But we have not obeyed him.” (Daniel 9:14)
· A heart that is properly postured for prayer would never approach God with an entitled arrogant mentality.
· Jesus – “I tell you that on the day of judgment people will have to account for every careless word they speak. 37 For by your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you will be condemned.” (Matthew 12:36-37)
· Learning to be honest with ourselves and God about our sin helps us to have a proper perspective regarding God’s judgement,

POWERFUL PRAYERS PETITION GOD BASED ON HIS COMPASSION, NOT OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS
· The beauty of prayer for the Christian is that we can come before the Lord directly and spend time in His presence because He loves us!
· “Therefore, our God, hear the prayer and the petitions of your servant. Make your face shine on your desolate sanctuary for the Lord’s sake. 18 Listen closely, my God, and hear. Open your eyes and see our desolations and the city that bears your name. For we are not presenting our petitions before you based on our righteous acts, but based on your abundant compassion. 19 Lord, hear! Lord, forgive! Lord, listen and act! My God, for your own sake, do not delay, because your city and your people bear your name.” (Daniel 9:17-19)
· Because God is abundantly compassionate we can approach Him humbly with our requests for His names’ sake.
· “Don’t worry about anything, but in everything, through prayer and petition with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6-7)
· Our motive for asking anything of God should ultimately be to bring honor to His name.
· “Our Lord and God, you are worthy to receive glory and honor and power, because you have created all things, and by your will they exist and were created.” (Revelation 4:11)

Connect Group Discussion

Understanding:
· What does Daniel 9:1-19 teach us about God/Jesus?
· What is the main message of Daniel 9:1-19?

Digging Deeper:
· How would you describe your current prayer life?
· What role should the Bible have in regard to our prayers?
· How can you incorporate “praying the Scriptures” into your prayer life?
· In Daniel 9:1-19 Daniel came to the Lord with a heavy heart and his burdens. What burdens may you need to bring before the Lord in prayer?
· What are some challenges that keep you from being honest before the Lord in regard to your need for confession and repentance?
· What is you biggest takeaway from this study? What will you do differently going forward?

Loving Outward:
· Who do you need to share the gospel with this week?
· Who do you need to follow-up with regarding the gospel?
· Who are you bringing to church next Sunday?

If you are not in a Connect Group and would like to get connected to grow in your relationship with God and others, contact the church office at 225-272-3740, and we can help find a group that fits your schedule.
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