IT’S GOOD TO KNOW IN ADVANCE
Daniel 8:1-27

GOD IS OMINISCIENT (ALL-KNOWING) IN REGARD TO THE PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE
· “In the third year of King Belshazzar’s reign, a vision appeared to me, Daniel, after the one that had appeared to me earlier. 2 I saw the vision, and as I watched, I was in the fortress city of Susa, in the province of Elam. I saw in the vision that I was beside the Ulai Canal. 3 I looked up, and there was a ram standing beside the canal. He had two horns. The two horns were long, but one was longer than the other, and the longer one came up last.  4 I saw the ram charging to the west, the north, and the south. No animal could stand against him, and there was no rescue from his power. He did whatever he wanted and became great. 
5 As I was observing, a male goat appeared, coming from the west across the surface of the entire earth without touching the ground. The goat had a conspicuous horn between his eyes. 6 He came toward the two-horned ram I had seen standing beside the canal and rushed at him with savage fury. 7 I saw him approaching the ram and, infuriated with him, he struck the ram, breaking his two horns, and the ram was not strong enough to stand against him. The goat threw him to the ground and trampled him, and there was no one to rescue the ram from his power. 8 Then the male goat acted even more arrogantly, but when he became powerful, the large horn was broken. Four conspicuous horns came up in its place, pointing toward the four winds of heaven. 
[bookmark: _Hlk178927716]9 From one of them a little horn emerged and grew extensively toward the south and the east and toward the beautiful land. 10 It grew as high as the heavenly army, made some of the army and some of the stars fall to the earth, and trampled them. 11 It acted arrogantly even against the Prince of the heavenly army; it revoked his regular sacrifice and overthrew the place of his sanctuary. 12 In the rebellion, the army was given up, together with the regular sacrifice. The horn threw truth to the ground and was successful in what it did.
[bookmark: _Hlk178927789]13 Then I heard a holy one speaking, and another holy one said to the speaker, ‘How long will the events of this vision last—the regular sacrifice, the rebellion that makes desolate, and the giving over of the sanctuary and of the army to be trampled?’
14 He said to me, ‘For 2,300 evenings and mornings; then the sanctuary will be restored.’” (Daniel 8:1-14)
· Because God is all-knowing and all-powerful we can trust in His plans and purposes even when things look hopeless.

UNDERSTANDING GOD’S WORD REQUIRES DIVINE ASSISTANCE
· “While I, Daniel, was watching the vision and trying to understand it, there stood before me someone who appeared to be a man. 16 I heard a human voice calling from the middle of the Ulai: ‘Gabriel, explain the vision to this man.’ 17 So he approached where I was standing; when he came near, I was terrified and fell facedown. ‘Son of man,’ he said to me, ‘understand that the vision refers to the time of the end.’” (Daniel 8:15-17)
· Because we have the complete, inspired, inerrant, and infallible word of God in the Bible, we should seek the Holy Spirit’s guidance as we let Scripture interpret Scripture.
· Jesus - “But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and remind you of everything I have told you.” (John 14:26)
· Jesus - “When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth. For he will not speak on his own, but he will speak whatever he hears. He will also declare to you what is to come.” (John 16:13)
· When it comes to matters not clearly outlined in the Bible, God instructs us to seek Him and to seek counsel from other mature and godly people.
· “Now if any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God—who gives to all generously and ungrudgingly—and it will be given to him.” (James 1:5)
· “Where there is no guidance, a people falls, but in an abundance of counselors there is safety.” (Proverbs11:14)
· “A fool’s way is right in his own eyes, but whoever listens to counsel is wise.” (Proverbs 12:15)

UNDERSTANDING GOD’S WORD PREPARES US FOR WHAT IS COMING
· “While he was speaking to me, I fell into a deep sleep, with my face to the ground. Then he touched me, made me stand up, 19 and said, ‘I am here to tell you what will happen at the conclusion of the time of wrath, because it refers to the appointed time of the end. 20 The two-horned ram that you saw represents the kings of Media and Persia. 21 The shaggy goat represents the king of Greece, and the large horn between his eyes represents the first king. 22 The four horns that took the place of the broken horn represent four kingdoms. They will rise from that nation, but without its power.
23 Near the end of their kingdoms, when the rebels have reached the full measure of their sin, a ruthless king, skilled in intrigue, will come to the throne. 24 His power will be great, but it will not be his own. He will cause outrageous destruction and succeed in whatever he does. He will destroy the powerful along with the holy people. 25 He will cause deceit to prosper through his cunning and by his influence, and in his own mind he will exalt himself. He will destroy many in a time of peace; he will even stand against the Prince of princes. Yet he will be broken—not by human hands. 26 The vision of the evenings and the mornings that has been told is true. Now you are to seal up the vision because it refers to many days in the future.’” (Daniel 8:18-26)
· “He will destroy many in a time of peace; he will even stand against the Prince of princes. Yet he will be broken—not by human hands.” (Daniel 8:25b)
· You can trust in God because He knows all things and all powers that be must ultimately submit to Him.
· Studying and understanding the Bible helps us to understand the events that unfold around us in this world.
· “Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may discern what is the good, pleasing, and perfect will of God.” (Romans 12:2)

UNDERSTANDING THE TRUTH OF GOD’S WORD CAN BE OVERWHELMING
· “I, Daniel, was overcome and lay sick for days. Then I got up and went about the king’s business. I was greatly disturbed by the vision and could not understand it.” (Daniel 8:27)
· God never promises us that His plans and his processes will be easy, but He does promise He will never leave us nor forsake us, and that we will be victorious in the end.
· “The Lord is a refuge for the persecuted, a refuge in times of trouble. 10 Those who know your name trust in you because you have not abandoned those who seek you, Lord.” (Psalm 9:9-10)
· “Blessed is the one who endures trials, because when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him.” (James 1:12)
· Whenever you are overwhelmed by God’s truth, or the circumstances you find yourself in, lean into God and trust in His sovereignty.

Connect Group Discussion

Understanding:
· What does Daniel 8:1-27 teach us about God/Jesus?
· What is the main message of Daniel 8?
Digging Deeper:
· In Daniel 8 we are reminded once again that God knows the future. How should this shape your daily actions/attitudes?
· Learning from Daniel 8 that divine assistance is needed and available for us to understand God’s word, what divine assistance is available to us?
· What are some other ways we can and should get understanding according to Scripture?
· How does Daniel’s vision show both God’s judgement of evil nations and his discipline of His people?
· How should God’s Truths prepare us for what is happening now, and what is to come?
· Like Daniel, have you ever been overwhelmed by God’s Truths? How did/do you handle those situations?
Loving Outward:
· Who do you need to share the gospel with this week?
· Who do you need to follow-up with regarding the gospel?
· Who are you bringing to church next Sunday?
