THE ONLY FIRM FOUNDATION
Matthew 7:24-29

THE BIG IDEA: Hearing and doing what Jesus taught are the keys to establishing a firm foundation to weather the storms in life and to be prepared in the end.

JESUS CALLS HIS FOLLOWERS TO MOVE BEYOND JUST HEARING TO ACTUALLY DOING WHAT HE TAUGHT
· Jesus - “Therefore, everyone who hears these words of mine and acts on them will be like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 The rain fell, the rivers rose, and the winds blew and pounded that house. Yet it didn’t collapse, because its foundation was on the rock.” (Matthew 7:24-25)
· Doing what Jesus taught demonstrates that we have moved beyond being spectators to actually being true disciples of Jesus.
· “But be doers of the word and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 Because if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like someone looking at his own face in a mirror. 24 For he looks at himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of person he was. 25 But the one who looks intently into the perfect law of freedom and perseveres in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer who works—this person will be blessed in what he does.” (James 1:22-25)
· The more we put into practice the teachings of Jesus, the more prepared we are to weather the storms of life, and the more we are prepared to stand before Him in the end.

THOSE WHO DON’T PUT JESUS’ TEACHINGS INTO PRACTICE ARE FOOLISH AND HAVE NO SOLID FOUNDATION
· Jesus - “But everyone who hears these words of mine and doesn’t act on them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. 27 The rain fell, the rivers rose, the winds blew and pounded that house, and it collapsed. It collapsed with a great crash.” (Matthew 7:26-27)
· Jesus reminds everyone that judgment is coming for those who hear and reject His words.
· “The wicked are overthrown and perish, but the house of the righteous will stand.” (Proverbs 12:7)
· “The house of the wicked will be destroyed, but the tent of the upright will flourish.” (Proverbs 14:11)
· Anything you put your trust in other than Jesus for your life and future will lead to utter disappointment and dire consequences.
THE WISDOM OF MEN PALES IN COMPARISON TO THE AUTHORITY OF JESUS
· “When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were astonished at his teaching, 29 because he was teaching them like one who had authority, and not like their scribes.” (Matthew 7:28-29)
· There has never been, nor will there ever be, someone who teaches with more authority, because Jesus’ authority comes from His divine nature as God.
· Jesus - “All authority has been given to me in heaven and on earth.” (Matthew 28:18)
· “There is no greater tragedy than for someone to meet Jesus, hear his words, and walk away astonished and amazed but unchanged.” – Akin

Connect Group Discussion

Understanding:
· What does Matthew 7:24-29 teach us about God/Jesus?
· What does Matthew 7:24-29 teach about salvation?
· What is the main message of Matthew 7:24-29?

Digging Deeper:
· Since our salvation is by grace alone through faith alone in Jesus (Ephesians 2:8-9), how should we view “works” and doing what Jesus taught?
· Since Jesus regularly warned of judgment, why is it so hard for us to talk about judgment with others?
· Are there areas in your life where you have been more “amazed” or “astonished” at Jesus’ teaching, but have not put into practice? (re: Money, Time, Family, Career, Recreation, Serving, etc.) If so, share what area(s) and how you can begin to “act” as Jesus said.
· Knowing that Jesus has ALL authority, how does that impact your view of the Bible?
· What do you need to do differently as a result of this study?

Loving Outward:
· Who do you need to share the gospel with this week?
· Who do you need to follow-up with regarding the gospel?
· Who are you bringing to church next Sunday?

If you are not in a Connect Group and would like to get connected to grow in your relationship with God and others, contact the church office at 225-272-3740, and we can help find a group that fits your schedule.
