AM I ON THE RIGHT PATH?
Matthew 7:13-23

THE BIG IDEA: We must move beyond simply “hearing” what Jesus taught to believing the message of the Gospel and living it out.

FOLLOWING JESUS MEANS NOT FOLLOWING THE CROWDS
· “Enter through the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the road broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who go through it. 14 How narrow is the gate and difficult the road that leads to life, and few find it.” (Matthew 7:13-14)
· Because the gospel (good news) of Jesus is counter-cultural, more people will reject Jesus than will accept Him.
· “Therefore, brothers and sisters, in view of the mercies of God, I urge you to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God; this is your true worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may discern what is the good, pleasing, and perfect will of God.” (Romans 12:1-2)
· If our lifestyle and ethics resemble the cultural majority we not following the path that leads to everlasting life with Jesus.

WE MUST GUARD OURSELVES FROM BEING DECEIVED BY FALSE TEACHERS
· “Be on your guard against false prophets who come to you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are ravaging wolves. 16 You’ll recognize them by their fruit. Are grapes gathered from thornbushes or figs from thistles? 17 In the same way, every good tree produces good fruit, but a bad tree produces bad fruit. 18 A good tree can’t produce bad fruit; neither can a bad tree produce good fruit. 19 Every tree that doesn’t produce good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 So you’ll recognize them by their fruit.” (Matthew 7:15-20)
· False teachers know how to present themselves in such a way as to appear to be representing Jesus, while at the same time leading countless people away from the true gospel of Jesus.

SIMPLY DOING “GOOD AND GODLY” THINGS WILL NOT GET SOMEONE INTO HEAVEN 
· “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven. 22 On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, didn’t we prophesy in your name, drive out demons in your name, and do many miracles in your name?’ 23 Then I will announce to them, ‘I never knew you. Depart from me, you lawbreakers!’” (Matthew 7:21-23)
· Many people claim to follow Jesus and do good things but they have rejected the true gospel of repentance and faith in Jesus that leads to salvation.
· Christians should do good and godly things because they are Christians, but our salvation is not achieved through our good deeds. 
· “For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead.” (James 2:26)

Connect Group Discussion

ICE BREAKER: Share a funny time when you followed someone and it resulted in trouble?

Understanding:
· What does Matthew 7:13-23 teach us about God/Jesus?
· What does Matthew 7:13-23 teach about salvation?
· According to Jesus, what should you be on guard against?

Digging Deeper:
· Why is it so difficult to walk “the narrow path” in life? (vs. 14)
· Why do so many people follow the road that leads to destruction? What is your responsibility in response to that?
· Since false teachers are good at deceiving others, how can you guard against false teachers/teaching?
· How do you know that good deeds won’t get you into heaven? How should doing good and godly things work with repentance and faith that leads to salvation?
· Are you sure that you have been “born again” in Christ and are not just religious? How do you know? What do you need to do in response to this study?

Loving Outward:
· Who do you need to share the gospel with this week?
· Who do you need to follow-up with regarding the gospel?
· Who are you bringing to church next Sunday?

If you are not in a Connect Group and would like to get connected to grow in your relationship with God and others, contact the church office at 225-272-3740, and we can help find a group that fits your schedule.
