A DIFFERENT KIND OF LOVE
Matthew 5:43-48

THE BIG IDEA: Loving our enemies is evidence that we are truly children of God and are reflecting His image to the world around us.

GOD LOVED US WHEN WE WERE HIS ENEMIES
· “For if, while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, then how much more, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life.” (Romans 5:10)
· We did absolutely nothing to deserve the love God demonstrated to us.
· “For while we were still helpless, at the right time, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For rarely will someone die for a just person—though for a good person perhaps someone might even dare to die. 8 But God proves his own love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:6-8)
· Agape love that was demonstrated by God, by Jesus, and that we are also called to demonstrate in Matthew 5:44-48, has a redemptive power to turn hearts toward God.
· “Love consists in this: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, if God loved us in this way, we also must love one another.” (1 John 4:10-11)

LOVING OUR ENEMIES REFLECTS GOD’S CHARACTER IN OUR LIVES
· “You have heard that it was said, Love your neighbor and hate your enemy. 44 But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that you may be children of your Father in heaven. For he causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.
· Who, when, how, and why we love is a direct reflection of our relationship with the Lord.
· Jesus telling us to pray for our enemies not only has the potential to change our enemy’s heart, but it will directly affect the way we see our enemy as well. When we truly pray for someone, even our enemy, our heart begins to soften because we desire to see them repent and be saved.
· “Returning evil for good is satanic. Returning good for good is simply human. Returning good for evil – now that is divine!” – Dr. Danny Akin
· “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” (John 13:35)
· “Biblical love is a choice to do good for another person regardless of what we feel. It is a decision to compassionately and righteously pursue the betterment of another person. This is why you can even love your enemies according to Christ’s command.” – Dr. Tony Evans
· “Enemies (or abusers) may be so dangerous that to have anything to do with them is to invite them to sin. In that case, the ‘good’ you can do them is to stay away from them.” – Tim Keller (Romans 8-16 for You, 125)

LOVING OUR ENEMIES DISTINGUISHES US FROM THOSE WHO ARE NOT GOD’S CHILDREN
· “For if you love those who love you, what reward will you have? Don’t even the tax collectors do the same? 47 And if you greet only your brothers and sisters, what are you doing out of the ordinary? Don’t even the Gentiles do the same? 48 Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” (Matthew 5:46-48)
· When we love the way Jesus instructs we are demonstrate we are children of God, but when we do not love as Jesus instructed it begs the question if we are truly Christians.
· “If your enemy is hungry, give him food to eat, and if he is thirsty, give him water to drink, 22 for you will heap burning coals on his head, and the Lord will reward you.” (Proverbs 25:21-22)
· The way we love those who mistreat us testifies that we have truly been redeemed in Christ and have embraced His kingdom ethic for love.

· “Until forgiveness is given, the victim is tethered to their abusers.” – John Perkins (One Blood, 105)
· “There is no freedom like the freedom of forgiveness. It releases us from the ties that bind us to our offender and it puts us in a position to freely receive God’s forgiveness and fellowship. It’s beautiful.” – John Perkins (One Blood, 108)

7 Practical Ways To Love Your Enemies:
1) Pray for them, 2) Practice empathy, 3) Practice forgiveness, 4) Find common ground, 5)Pursue peace and unity, 6) Be patient, 7) See them as God sees them – a person who is an image bearer of God.

Connect Group Discussion
Understanding:
· Who did God’s people in the Old Testament time until Jesus believe was “their neighbor”? Why is that important in light of what Jesus says in Matthew 5:43-48
· How is God the example for us to live out Matthew 5:43-38?
· What does Matthew 5:45 teach us about God blessing even those who are not His children?
· What is the overall message of Matthew 5:43-48?
Digging Deeper:
· Why is loving and praying for your enemies important?
· Since love is not based on feelings but on decided action, how does that truth impact you in regard to loving your enemies?
· How does praying for our enemies impact us? Who might you need to pray for now/in the coming days?
· How does/should your love for God impact the way you love your enemies?
· “Because sin affects us all, every person is more disposed to loving some people over others. If you honestly assess your heart, who are you more likely to love with regard to gender, race, economic status, political/national affiliation, religious belief, etc.?” - Akin
· What is the most challenging aspect of this study for you?
Loving Outward:
· Who do you need to share the gospel with this week?
· Who do you need to follow-up with regarding the gospel?
· Who are you bringing to church next Sunday?

[bookmark: _Hlk160341293]If you are not in a Connect Group and would like to get connected to grow in your relationship with God and others, contact the office at 225-272-3740, and we can help find a group that fits your schedule. (See back)
[bookmark: _Hlk69620025]CONNECT GROUP SCHEDULE
[bookmark: _Hlk51576427]
Connect Groups – 
· G1 Student Ministry (Grades 6-12) – Sundays 9am-10:15am upstairs.
· Sundays @ 9am (Ladies Only – Led by Marcia Cox) Renew Church Classroom
· Sundays @ 9am (Co-ed led by Joey & Sabrina Welch) Renew Church Classroom
· TBD - (College Group Led by Pastor Checkerz)
· Mondays @ 6:30pm (Co-ed Led by Randy Vinson) Hybrid format meets at the church and Zoom.
· Mondays @ 7pm (Co-ed Led by Terry Parker) Meets via Zoom
· Tuesdays @ 6:30pm (Co-ed Led by Pastor Checkerz) Meets via Zoom and Every 3rd Sunday of the month - meet for a Potluck style meal at the church.
· Thursdays @ 6:30pm (Co-ed led by Carmen Goree) Zoom
· Thursdays @ 6:30pm (Co-ed Young Adults Led by Josh Kern) Meets at Josh’s home.


[bookmark: _Hlk505492048]**Some Connect Groups are currently meeting via Zoom meetings. Please contact us to get a link for the group you would like to join and we will get you connected.**
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