JESUS ON DIVORCE AND REMARRIAGE
Matthew 5:31-32; 19:3-9

· Too many people have an unbiblical view of marriage as a contract, where when you decide you don’t want to be in contract with your spouse anymore for any reason, you simply head down to the courthouse and have a judge declare the contract void.

THE BIG IDEA: Because God created marriage and defines marriage, only God can give guidance to what are permissible circumstances to divorce.

· “Few experiences in life bring more pain, sorrow, grief, and heartache than divorce and the fracturing of marriages and families.” – Akin
· “Children today are the first generation in this country’s history who think divorce and separation are a normal part of family life” (Andrew Cherlin, John Hopkins).

MARRIAGE WORKS WHEN GOD’S DESIGN IS FOLLOWED
· “‘Haven’t you read,’ he replied, ‘that he who created them in the beginning made them male and female, 5 and he also said, “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two will become one flesh”? 6 So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore, what God has joined together, let no one separate.’” (Matthew 19:4-6)
· God’s design for marriage is between a man and a woman who serve the Lord together for the glory of God. (See Genesis 1-2)
· Because marriage is a covenant before God, we do not have the authority to dissolve the marriage as we determine.

DIVORCE IS PERMISSABLE IN THE CASE OF SEXUAL IMMORALITY
· “It was also said, Whoever divorces his wife must give her a written notice of divorce. 32 But I tell you, everyone who divorces his wife, except in a case of sexual immorality, causes her to commit adultery. And whoever marries a divorced woman commits adultery.” (Matthew 5:31-32)
· “Don’t you know that anyone joined to a prostitute is one body with her? For Scripture says, The two will become one flesh.”  (1 Corinthians 6:15)
· Reconciliation in a marriage where infidelity has occurred will certainly be difficult, but not impossible.
· ‘Why then,’ they asked him, ‘did Moses command us to give divorce papers and to send her away?’ 8 He told them, ‘Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because of the hardness of your hearts, but it was not like that from the beginning.” (Matthew 19:7-8)
· Because marriage is a covenant relationship that God has ordained, reconciliation is always God’s “Plan A.”

DIVORCE IS PERMISSABLE IN THE CASE OF ABANDONMENT
· “To the married I give this command—not I, but the Lord—a wife is not to leave her husband. 11 But if she does leave, she must remain unmarried or be reconciled to her husband—and a husband is not to divorce his wife. 12 But I (not the Lord) say to the rest: If any brother has an unbelieving wife and she is willing to live with him, he must not divorce her. 13 Also, if any woman has an unbelieving husband and he is willing to live with her, she must not divorce her husband. 14 For the unbelieving husband is made holy by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is made holy by the husband. Otherwise your children would be unclean, but as it is they are holy. 15 But if the unbeliever leaves, let him leave. A brother or a sister is not bound in such cases. God has called you to live in peace. 16 Wife, for all you know, you might save your husband. Husband, for all you know, you might save your wife.” (1 Corinthians 7:10-16)
· Abandonment can be physically leaving, or it can mean abandonment of the covenant responsibilities of the spouse (drunkard, drug addiction, financial abandonment, sexual abandonment, etc.)

DIVORCE IS PERMISSABLE IN THE CASE OF “DEATH”
· “A married woman is legally bound to her husband while he lives. But if her husband dies, she is released from the law regarding the husband. 3 So then, if she is married to another man while her husband is living, she will be called an adulteress. But if her husband dies, she is free from that law. Then, if she is married to another man, she is not an adulteress.” (Romans 7:2-3)
· “A Christian can be freed from another Christian who is living in the realm of death and it has been officially recognized as such so that they are issued a certificate.” – Dr. Tony Evans
· “If a man marries a woman, but she becomes displeasing to him because he finds something indecent about her, he may write her a divorce certificate, hand it to her, and send her away from his house. 2 If after leaving his house she goes and becomes another man’s wife, 3 and the second man hates her, writes her a divorce certificate, hands it to her, and sends her away from his house or if he dies, 4 the first husband who sent her away may not marry her again after she has been defiled, because that would be detestable to the Lord.  (Deuteronomy 24:1-4)
· When a Christian spouse lives in unrepentant sin that violates the marriage covenant (immorality, addiction, abuse, abandonment, etc.), the Church has a responsibility to hold that person accountable.
· “I wrote to you in a letter not to associate with sexually immoral people. 10 I did not mean the immoral people of this world or the greedy and swindlers or idolaters; otherwise you would have to leave the world. 11 But actually, I wrote you not to associate with anyone who claims to be a brother or sister and is sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater or verbally abusive, a drunkard or a swindler. Do not even eat with such a person. 12 For what business is it of mine to judge outsiders? Don’t you judge those who are inside? 13 God judges outsiders. Remove the evil person from among you.” (1 Corinthians 5:9-13)
· When a person is removed from fellowship with God and a covenant is broken the Bible calls that death.
· When the Church removes an unrepentant spouse from the fellowship, the remaining spouse is freed from the marriage covenant on the grounds of the “spiritual death” of the spouse.


Connect Group Discussion

Understanding:
· What do we learn about God/Jesus in Matthew 5:31-32?
· What was the only exception Jesus gave for divorce? What other exception did Paul give in 1 Corinthians 7:10-16?
· What does “covenant” mean?
· Jesus addressed divorce and remarriage right after speaking on lust and adultery. How are these things connected?

Digging Deeper:
· Why is remarriage after divorce adultery, with the exceptions of adultery, abandonment, or death?
· Why is it important to note that Jesus said divorce in the case of adultery is “permissible” and not a “command”?
· What are some biblical examples of “abandonment” that allow for a person to seek a divorce?
· Why is Jesus’ prohibition of divorce a good thing and so important for Christians? (Noting the permissible exceptions)
· How should the Christian response to marriage issues be different than the cultures response? What is God’s heart for marriage?
· What is your big takeaway from this study?

A note from the Pastor:
I realize that this is a difficult subject to process for many people. I was raised in a broken home without both parents and know the devastation divorce causes for the kids and the spouses. The beauty of God’s grace is that He is faithful to forgive us when we sin, and He restores us to right fellowship with Him when we repent. If you would like to talk through any concerns or challenges you are having with Jesus’ teaching on divorce, I would be happy to meet with you and discuss your questions/concerns. I want you to know that regardless of your situation, God loves you. May He guide you as you continue serving Him. – Pastor Checkerz

Loving Outward:
· Who do you need to share the gospel with this week?
· Who do you need to follow-up with regarding the gospel?
· Who are you bringing to church next Sunday?

[bookmark: _Hlk160341293]If you are not in a Connect Group and would like to get connected to grow in your relationship with God and others, contact the church office at 225-272-3740, and we can help find a group that fits your schedule.


