ARE YOU AN INFLUENCER?
Matthew 5:13-16

THE BIG IDEA: As Kingdom Citizens, we are called to be gospel influencers in a decaying and dark world.

WE ARE CALLED TO BE “SALT” IN A DECAYING WORLD
· [bookmark: _Hlk163636070]“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt should lose its taste, how can it be made salty? It’s no longer good for anything but to be thrown out and trampled under people’s feet.” (Matthew 5:13)
· Because followers of Jesus are pure in heart, we can proclaim to the impure and decaying world the glorious gospel of grace that moves people from impurity to being pure in heart.
· “Now, salt is good, but if salt should lose its taste, how will it be made salty? 35 It isn’t fit for the soil or for the manure pile; they throw it out. Let anyone who has ears to hear listen.” (Luke 14:34-35)
· A Christian who becomes contaminated with the impurities of the world (losing their saltiness) becomes useless to the mission of the gospel.
· “Those who love and follow King Jesus are the only real salt this world will ever taste and the only authentic light this world will ever see.” – Akin
· “Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you should answer each person.” (Colossians 4:6)

WE ARE CALLED TO BE “LIGHT” TO A WORLD LOST IN DARKNESS
· [bookmark: _Hlk163743074]“You are the light of the world. A city situated on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 No one lights a lamp and puts it under a basket, but rather on a lampstand, and it gives light for all who are in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:14-16)
· “Jesus spoke to them again: ‘I am the light of the world. Anyone who follows me will never walk in the darkness but will have the light of life.’” (John 8:12)
· Jesus has given us as His followers the great privilege and responsibility of shining the light of Jesus so that others can know Him.
· “so that you may be blameless and pure, children of God who are faultless in a crooked and perverted generation, among whom you shine like stars in the world…” (Philippians 2:12-15)
· Your walk with Jesus is not a private matter, but is meant to be public for all to see as you walk in holiness.
· “16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:16)
· “Dear friends, I urge you as strangers and exiles to abstain from sinful desires that wage war against the soul. 12 Conduct yourselves honorably among the Gentiles, so that when they slander you as evildoers, they will observe your good works and will glorify God on the day he visits.” (1 Peter 2:11-12)
· Not everyone is a child of God, but only those who have been born again in Christ.
· The goal of shining our light before people caught in darkness in this world is so that they will see Jesus, that they will be drawn to God and ultimately glorify Him!
· God will use our witness to bring change in others so that they no longer walk in darkness. 

Connect Group Discussion

Understanding:
· What do we learn about God/Jesus from Matthew 5:13-16?
· How are the Beatitudes connected to what Jesus says in verses 13-16?
· What were the uses of salt in the historical setting?
· What does Matthew 5:13-16 teach us about serving Jesus with other Christians, as opposed to being a “solo” Christian?

Digging Deeper:
· In what ways do you see decay/darkness in our society?
· How can you be salt and light in those areas?
· How does a pure or impure life affect your ability to be salt and light to the world?
· Give some examples of way you might “lose your saltiness”? What happens when we lose our saltiness?
· How are you doing at shining the light of Jesus for others to see?
· What do you need to do as a result of this study?

Loving Outward:
· Who do you need to share the gospel with this week?
· Who do you need to follow-up with regarding the gospel?
· Who are you bringing to church next Sunday?

[bookmark: _Hlk160341293]If you are not in a Connect Group and would like to get connected to grow in your relationship with God and others, contact the church office at 225-272-3740, and we can help find a group that fits your schedule.
