THE JOY OF TRULY KNOWING JESUS
Philippians 3:1-11

Key Verse: “More than that, I also consider everything to be a loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.” (vs. 8)

· Knowing Jesus and knowing about Jesus are two different things, and only knowing Jesus leads to salvation.
· “For both circumcision and uncircumcision mean nothing; what matters instead is a new creation.” (Galatians 6:15)

TRUE CHRISTIANS “WORSHIP BY THE SPIRIT OF GOD”
· “For we are the circumcision, the ones who worship by the Spirit of God…” (Philippians 3:3a)
· Worship is more than singing songs on Sunday; worshipping by the Spirit involves a life completely devoted to God in a way that brings Him glory.
· “Therefore, brothers and sisters, in view of the mercies of God, I urge you to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God; this is your true worship.” (Romans 12:1)

TRUE CHRISTIANS “BOAST IN CHRIST JESUS”
· “For we are the circumcision, the ones who worship by the Spirit of God, boast in Christ Jesus…” (Philippians 3:3b)
· “But as for me, I will never boast about anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. The world has been crucified to me through the cross, and I to the world.” (Galatians 6:14)
· As Christians we should make much of Jesus’ impact on our lives so that others may be drawn to Him as well.
· Do you consistently draw attention to yourself and your “righteous” deeds, or do you “boast in Christ Jesus?”

TRUE CHRISTIANS “DO NOT PUT CONFIDENCE IN THE FLESH”
· “For we are the circumcision, the ones who worship by the Spirit of God, boast in Christ Jesus, and do not put confidence in the flesh.” (Philippians 3:3c)
· There is great freedom and joy in knowing that we are saved by grace through faith in Jesus and not through the legalistic expectations of others.
· “Although I have reasons for confidence in the flesh. If anyone else thinks he has grounds for confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised the eighth day; of the nation of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; regarding the law, a Pharisee; 6 regarding zeal, persecuting the church; regarding the righteousness that is in the law, blameless. 7 But everything that was a gain to me, I have considered to be a loss because of Christ.” (Philippians 3:4-7)
· Doing godly and righteous things is the fruit that Christians should display, but only faith in Jesus alone can save us.
· “For you are saved by grace through faith, and this is not from yourselves; it is God’s gift— 9 not from works, so that no one can boast.” (Ephesians 2:8-9)

THERE IS NO GREATER JOY THAN TRULY KNOWING JESUS
· “But everything that was a gain to me, I have considered to be a loss because of Christ. 8 More than that, I also consider everything to be a loss in view of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord… My goal is to know him and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of his sufferings, being conformed to his death, 11 assuming that I will somehow reach the resurrection from among the dead.”  (Phil. 3:7-8a; 10-11)
· Whether walking through seasons of life where everything seems to be going your way, or seasons of life where suffering is abundant, truly knowing Jesus enables us to choose Joy!
· “Then they went out from the presence of the Sanhedrin, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to be treated shamefully on behalf of the Name.” (Acts 5:41)
· There is nothing more valuable than truly knowing Jesus Christ.

CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION
Understanding:
· What does Philippians 3:1-11  teach us about God/Jesus?
· Who were the Judaizers? What did they teach?
· What does it mean to boast in Jesus alone? 
Digging Deeper:
· Based on this study, what does “worship by the Spirit” mean? How are doing in this area?
· How are you doing at making much of Jesus to others? Explain.
· The Pastor gave 7 areas Paul mentions that we should avoid putting confidence in the flesh. What are they and how are you doing putting your confidence in Christ alone?
· What is your big takeaway? What impacted you personally?
Loving Outward:
· Who do you need to share the gospel with this week?
· Who do you need to follow-up with regarding the gospel?
· Who are you bringing to church next Sunday?
If you are not in a Connect Group and would like to get connected 
to grow in your relationship with God and others, contact the church office at 225-272-3740, and we can help find a group that fits your schedule.
