THE BLESSING OF PARTNERSHIP
Philippians 4:10-23

· When we are struggling with lack and/or suffering we need to trust God, and when we are walking in abundance we need to walk in humility and generosity.
· “Jesus talked much about money. Sixteen of the thirty-eight parables were concerned with how to handle money and possessions. In the Gospels, an amazing one out of ten verses (288 in all) deal directly with the subject of money. The Bible offers 500 verses on prayer, less than 500 verses on faith, but more than 2,000 verses on money and possessions.” – Preaching Today

WE SHOULD HAVE A HEART OF GRATITUDE
· “I rejoiced in the Lord greatly because once again you renewed your care for me. You were, in fact, concerned about me but lacked the opportunity to show it.” (Philippians 4:10)
· As Christians, we should lead the way in expressing gratitude when someone blesses us.

WE SHOULD EMBRACE CONTENTMENT
· “I don’t say this out of need, for I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I find myself. 12 I know how to make do with little, and I know how to make do with a lot. In any and all circumstances I have learned the secret of being content—whether well fed or hungry, whether in abundance or in need. 13 I am able to do all things through Him who strengthens me.” (Philippians 4:11-13)
· Until Christ is enough, you will always be found wanting more.
· A mind that has been renewed in Christ moves from self-sufficiency to Christ-sufficiency.

WE SHOULD GIVE GENEROUSLY TO THE WORK OF THE GOSPEL
· “Still, you did well by partnering with me in my hardship. 15 And you Philippians know that in the early days of the gospel, when I left Macedonia, no church shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving except you alone. 16 For even in Thessalonica you sent gifts for my need several times.” (Philippians 4:14-16)
· A person who supports the ministry faithfully and generously demonstrates that they have moved from being a consumer to being a partner in the gospel.
· The unfortunate reality in many churches today is that too many people are enjoying the benefits of the local church ministry without faithfully supporting the ministry.

OUR GIVING TO THE MINISTRY IS AN ACT OF WORSHIP
· “Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the profit that is increasing to your account. 18 But I have received everything in full, and I have an abundance. I am fully supplied, having received from Epaphroditus what you provided—a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God. 19 And my God will supply all your needs according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 20 Now to our God and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen.” (Philippians 4:17-20)
· A heart that is properly postured towards the Lord will see giving as privilege rather than an obligation.
· Giving faithfully and generously demonstrates that a person is profiting spiritually.
· God is glorified when we worship Him through giving as we partner in the gospel work.

Connect Group Discussion

Understanding:
· What does Philippians 4:10-23 teach us about God/Jesus?
· What does Paul teach us about gratitude and contentment?
· What does Philippians 4:10-23 teach us about giving financially to support the work of the Lord?

Digging Deeper:
· Why do you think many Pastors are reluctant to teach on money and giving generously?
· Why do you think Jesus spoke about money and possessions so much during His 3 year ministry?
· How has your understanding of contentment been impacted?
· How is giving to the work of the ministry connected to partnership?
· Why should you give faithfully and generously to the ministry/Church? 
· What adjustments do you maybe need to make to honor the Lord in this way as an act of worship?

Loving Outward:
· Who do you need to share the gospel with this week?
· Who do you need to follow-up with regarding the gospel?
· Who are you bringing to church next Sunday?

[bookmark: _Hlk160341293]If you are not in a Connect Group and would like to get connected to grow in your relationship with God and others, contact the church office at 225-272-3740, and we can help find a group that fits your schedule.
