THERE IS JOY FOUND IN UNITY
Philippians 2:1-4

[bookmark: _Hlk157919240][bookmark: _Hlk157919850]“If, then, there is any encouragement in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, 2 make my joy complete by thinking the same way, having the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility consider others as more important than yourselves. 4 Everyone should look not to his own interests, but rather to the interests of others.” (Philippians 2:1-4)

THE BIG IDEA: When Christians walk in humility that results in unity, we can experience true joy.

WE CAN WALK IN UNITY WITH FELLOW BELIEVERS BECAUSE WE ARE IN CHRIST
· ““If, then, there is any encouragement in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any affection and mercy,” (Philippians 2:1)
· The foundation of unity in the Church is rooted in knowing that we are in Christ, the love we have experienced from Christ, and the fellowship we experience through the Holy Spirit, resulting in our expression of tenderness and humility towards each other.
· “I pray that they will all be one, just as you and I are one—as you are in me, Father, and I am in you. And may they be in us so that the world will believe you sent me.” (John 17:21 NLT)
· Being unified not only brings us joy, but it is critical to the advancement of the Gospel to a watching world.

WE SHOULD EMBRACE AND PURSUE UNITY AS A COMMAND
· “make my joy complete by thinking the same way, having the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose.” (Philippians 2:2)
· Disunity is the foundation for disfunction which results in the derailing of the mission.
· “Above all, put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity.” (Colossians 3:14)
· Like Paul, a Pastor finds true joy when the Church is not only hearing the message, but applying the message of love, unity, and gospel advancement (one purpose).

UNITY IS EXPRESSED THROUGH HUMILITY
· “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility consider others as more important than yourselves. 4 Everyone should look not to his own interests, but rather to the interests of others.” (Philippians 2:3-4)
· Humility is one of the highest virtues of Christianity as demonstrated by Jesus humbling himself to take on human flesh and die a criminal’s death as an innocent man. (See Philippians 2:5-8)
· As Christians, we should celebrate one another when God is using us for His glory and/or blessing us.
· “Only when we possess the grace of humility will we serve others with spiritual sensitivity. A humble person thinks of others. An arrogant, self-absorbed person thinks only of himself.” – Francis Chan

CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION

Ice Breaker: Share about one of the happiest moments in your life?

Understanding:
· What does Philippians 2:1-4  teach us about God/Jesus?
· What does Philippians 2:1-4  teach us about unity?
· Why does Paul “command” them to pursue unity?
· What does Philippians 2:1-4 teach us about humility?
Digging Deeper:
· How does this study challenge you in regards to pursuing unity?
· What are your challenges, if any, with putting others needs above your own? Discuss as a group how to overcome challenges?
· How does your understanding of being “in Christ” impact your pursuit of unity?
· What would it look like for our church to fully live out Philippians 2:1-4?
· What is your big takeaway from this study?

Loving Outward:
· Who do you need to share the gospel with this week?
· Who do you need to follow-up with regarding the gospel?
· Who are you bringing to church next Sunday?

If you are not in a Connect Group and would like to get connected 
to grow in your relationship with God and others, 
contact the church office at 225-272-3740, 
and we can help you find a group that fits your schedule.
