YOU ARE NOT ALONE
John 16:1-7

· The intensity of Christian persecution grew tremendously after Jesus returned to Heaven.
· “On that day a severe persecution broke out against the church in Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered throughout the land of Judea and Samaria.”(Acts 8:1)
· No matter what we face, the Lord has promised that He will never abandon us.
· “…for He himself has said, I will never leave you or abandon you. 6 Therefore, we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?’” (Hebrews 13:5b-6)
· Even in the midst of our greatest trials we can trust in the presence of the Lord.
· “God is our refuge and strength, a helper who is always found in times of trouble.” (Psalm 46:1)
· “The beginning of anxiety is the end of faith, and the beginning of true faith is the end of anxiety.” – George Müller
· What will it take to maintain a strong faith in Jesus when going through difficult times?

Maintaining A Strong Faith Requires:
KNOWING THE _______________________ JESUS WARNS OF
· [bookmark: _Hlk154643844]Jesus - “I have told you these things to keep you from stumbling. 2 They will ban you from the synagogues. In fact, a time is coming when anyone who kills you will think he is offering service to God.” (John 16:1-2)
· Sometimes people do ungodly things in the Name of God.
· Jesus - “On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, didn’t we prophesy in your name, drive out demons in your name, and do many miracles in your name?’ 23 Then I will announce to them, ‘I never knew you. Depart from me, you lawbreakers!’” (Matthew 7:22-23)
· No matter what the challenges were, or who they came from, Jesus encouraged His disciples to remain faithful.
· The word “stumbling” is the Greek verb Scandalizo from which we get the English words “scandal” and “scandalize” that literally means “to give up one’s faith” or “fall into sin.”
     
 We Must Avoid:
      GIVING UP OUR ______________ 
· “Let us hold on to the confession of our hope without wavering, since He who promised is faithful.” (Heb. 10:23)
· Without struggles we will never develop strengths.
· “Consider it a great joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you experience various trials, 3 because you know that the testing of your faith produces endurance. 4 And let endurance have its full effect, so that you may be mature and complete, lacking nothing.” (James 1:2-4)
· Too often, we bail out on God just as He is about to do something great in our lives.
· “The God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ,[ will himself restore, establish, strengthen, and support you after you have suffered a little while.” (1 Peter 5:10)

We Must Avoid:     
FALLING INTO _____________
· “Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—His good, pleasing and perfect will.” (Romans 12:2 NIV)
· The pattern of this world leads us into the bondage of sin.
· “No temptation has come upon you except what is common to humanity. But God is faithful; He will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation He will also provide the way out so that you may be able to bear it.” (1 Corinthians 10:13)
· Jesus intends for His followers to be prepared for whatever challenges they may face.
· Jesus - “But I have told you these things so that when their time comes you will remember I told them to you.” (John 16:4a)
· One of the best ways to be prepared for challenges we face is to be involved in a Connect Group.
· “Two are better than one because they have a good reward for their efforts. 10 For if either falls, his companion can lift him up; but pity the one who falls without another to lift him up.” (Ecclesiastes 4:9-10)

Maintaining A Strong Faith Requires:
EMBRACING THE __________________ JESUS SPEAKS OF
· Jesus - “But now I am going away to him who sent me, and not one of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6 Yet, because I have spoken these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart.” (John 16:5-6)
· Sometimes the Lord’s plans seem unreasonable to us.
· “’For my thoughts are not your thoughts, and your ways are not My ways.’ This is the Lord’s declaration. ‘For as heaven is higher than earth, so My ways are higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts.’” (Isaiah 55:8-9)
· When we learn to trust in the Lord and His plans we open ourselves up to experience the blessings of God.
· “God will not permit any troubles to come upon us, unless He has a specific plan by which great blessing can come out of the difficulty.” – Peter Marshall
· “We know that all things work together[k] for the good of those who love God, who are called according to his purpose.” (Romans 8:28)
· “Let us not get tired of doing good, for we will reap at the proper time if we don’t give up.” (Gal. 6:9)

Maintaining A Strong Faith Requires:
TRUSTING THE _____________________ JESUS GAVE US
· Jesus - “Nevertheless, I am telling you the truth. It is for your benefit that I go away, because if I don’t go away the Counselor will not come to you. If I go, I will send him to you.” (John 16:7)
· Counselor/Advocate in the Greek is Paracletos - literally a person who acts as a spokesperson or representative of someone else’s policy, purpose, or cause; especially before a judge in a court of law.
· The Holy Spirit is our Teacher (John 14:26), Defender (John 16:7),  Convictor (John 16:8), Guide for Truth (John 16:13), Source of Power (Acts 1:8), Intercessor (Romans 8:26), and the Producer of Spiritual Fruit in our lives (Galatians 5:22-23).
· The Holy Spirit will never lead us in the wrong direction.
· “So letting your sinful nature control your mind leads to death. But letting the Spirit control your mind leads to life and peace.” (Romans 8:6 NLT)

· Maintaining a strong faith in the Lord is the key to having peace and victory in our lives.
· “Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding. Seek His will in all you do, and He will show you which path to take.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)
· The Holy Spirit has been given to Christians to enable us to live a godly life in spite of the challenges we face in life.
· No matter what we face in life, we have the Holy Spirit as our Advocate to defend us.
· When we Know the Challenges Jesus Warns Of, Embrace the Plans Jesus Speaks Of, and Trust in the Spirit Jesus Gave Us, we will be able to maintain a strong faith in the Lord.


**Connect Group Discussion On Back**

CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION

Ice Breaker: What was your favorite moment of 2023?

Understanding:
· What does John 16:1-7 teach us about God/Jesus?
· What does John 16:1-7 teach us about persecution as Christians?
· What does John 16:1-7 teach us about faith?
· What promise did Jesus make to His followers in John 16:7?

Digging Deeper:
· How have you typically dealt with persecution or rejection from others because of your faith? How would you respond if you haven’t experienced it yet?
· How do you protect yourself from giving in to sinful desires, and patterns of behavior? How can you help one another in this area?
· What plans has the Lord been revealing to you that you need to embrace?
· What are some areas in your life that you have allowed to interfere with your faith in Jesus? How does this study help you work through those things?
· What is your big takeaway from this study?

Loving Outward:
· Who do you need to share the gospel with this week?
· Who do you need to follow-up with regarding the gospel?
· Who are you bringing to church next Sunday?

If you are not in a Connect Group and would like to get connected 
to grow in your relationship with God and others, 
contact the church office at 225-272-3740, 
and we can help you find a group that fits your schedule.


