BE THE LIGHT
John 1:35-51

“The next day, John was standing with two of his disciples. 36 When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, ‘Look, the Lamb of God!’ 37 The two disciples heard him say this and followed Jesus. 38 When Jesus turned and noticed them following him, he asked them, ‘What are you looking for?’ They said to him, ‘Rabbi’ (which means “Teacher”), ‘where are you staying?’ 39 ‘Come and you’ll see,’ he replied. So they went and saw where he was staying, and they stayed with him that day. It was about four in the afternoon.
40 Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard John and followed him. 41 He first found his own brother Simon and told him, ‘We have found the Messiah’ (which is translated “the Christ”), 42 and he brought Simon to Jesus. When Jesus saw him, he said, ‘You are Simon, son of John. You will be called Cephas’ (which is translated “Peter”).
[bookmark: _Hlk153198722]43 The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. He found Philip and told him, ‘Follow me.’ 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the hometown of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and told him, ‘We have found the one Moses wrote about in the law (and so did the prophets): Jesus the son of Joseph, from Nazareth.’ 46 ‘Can anything good come out of Nazareth?’ Nathanael asked him. ‘Come and see,’ Philip answered. 
[bookmark: _Hlk153198942]47 Then Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said about him, ‘Here truly is an Israelite in whom there is no deceit.’ 48 ‘How do you know me?’ Nathanael asked. ‘Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you,’ Jesus answered. 49 ‘Rabbi,’ Nathanael replied, ‘You are the Son of God; you are the King of Israel!’ 50 Jesus responded to him, ‘Do you believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than this.’ 51 Then he said, ‘Truly I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.’” (John 1:35-51)

· Once we become followers of Jesus we become a part of the ministry of light and it is our job to bring God’s light to a world of darkness. 
· Jesus - “You are the light of the world. A city situated on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 No one lights a lamp and puts it under a basket, but rather on a lampstand, and it gives light for all who are in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:14-16)
· What will it take for us to “be the light” of the world to others?

Being The Light Of The World Requires:
FOLLOWING JESUS
· “The next day, John was standing with two of his disciples. 36 When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, ‘Look, the Lamb of God!’ 37 The two disciples heard him say this and followed Jesus…40 Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard John and followed him. (John 1:35-40)
· Our goal as Christians is not to get people to follow us or our ideas, but follow Jesus and His ideas.
· “Then Jesus said to his disciples, ‘If anyone wants to follow after me, let him deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me.’” (Matthew 16:24)

      To Be A Follower Of Jesus We Must:
· GIVE UP OUR OWN WAY
· “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your own understanding; 6 in all your ways know him, and he will make your paths straight. 7 Don’t be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord and turn away from evil. 8 This will be healing for your body and strengthening for your bones.” (Proverbs 3:5-8)
· Jesus - “Father, if you are willing, take this cup away from me—nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done.” (Luke 22:42)
· TAKE UP OUR CROSS
· Paul - “I have been crucified with Christ, and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” (Galatians 2:20)
· Peter to Jesus - “Look, we have left everything and followed you.”” (Mark 10:28)
· What steps do I need to take to become a better “follower” of Jesus?

Being The Light Of The World Requires:
BELIEVING THAT JESUS CAN CHANGE PEOPLE
· “He first found his own brother Simon and told him, ‘We have found the Messiah’ (which is translated “the Christ”), 42 and he brought Simon to Jesus. When Jesus saw him, he said, ‘You are Simon, son of John. You will be called Cephas’ (which is translated “Peter”).’” (John 1:41-42)
· Jesus called Simon “Peter” because he didn’t see Simon as he was, Jesus saw him as the man he would become. 
· “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has passed away, and see, the new has come!” (2 Corinthians 5:17)
· When a person surrenders their life to Jesus they become a completely different person.
· “Jesus turned and told Peter, ‘Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me because you’re not thinking about God’s concerns but human concerns.’” (Matthew 16:23)
· What changes do I need to make to look at people the way God sees them?

Being The Light Of The World Requires:
DEMONSTRATING A POWERFUL RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS
· “The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. He found Philip and told him, ‘Follow me.’ 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the hometown of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and told him, ‘We have found the one Moses wrote about in the law (and so did the prophets): Jesus the son of Joseph, from Nazareth.’ 46 ‘Can anything good come out of Nazareth?’ Nathanael asked him. ‘Come and see,’ Philip answered.” (John 1:43-46)
· Philip knew that the only way his friend Nathanael would believe in and follow Jesus was if Nathanael had his own encounter with Jesus.
· “Taste and see that the Lord is good. How happy is the person who takes refuge in Him.” (Psalm 34:8)
· Our testimony is the most powerful tool we have to share the message, ministry, love and compassion of Jesus with others.
· “So a second time they summoned the man who had been blind and told him, ‘Give glory to God. We know that this man is a sinner.’ 25 He answered, ‘Whether or not he’s a sinner, I don’t know. One thing I do know: I was blind, and now I can see!’ 26 Then they asked him, ‘What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?’ 27 ‘I already told you,’ he said, ‘and you didn’t listen. Why do you want to hear it again? You don’t want to become his disciples too, do you?’” (John 9:24-27)

· Our confidence in God skyrockets when we personally experience the supernatural power of Jesus at work within our lives. 
· “Then Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him and said about him, ‘Here truly is an Israelite in whom there is no deceit.’ 48 ‘How do you know me?’ Nathanael asked. ‘Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you,’ Jesus answered. 49 ‘Rabbi,’ Nathanael replied, ‘You are the Son of God; you are the King of Israel!’ 50 Jesus responded to him, ‘Do you believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than this.’” (John 1:47-50)
· Jesus - “Truly I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do. And he will do even greater works than these, because I am going to the Father.” (John 14:12)
· When we live as the light of the world it brings so much unexpected growth, healing, and transformation to the people in our lives. 
· “Jesus spoke to them again: ‘I am the light of the world. Anyone who follows me will never walk in the darkness but will have the light of life.’” (John 8:12)
· According to Jesus, He is the Light of the World, and when a person becomes His follower they no longer have to walk in darkness or worry about death.
· Who do I need to reach out to who needs to experience the Light of the World?
