KNOW THE LIGHT
John 1:1-18

[bookmark: _Hlk152138120]“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 All things were created through him, and apart from him not one thing was created that has been created. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5 That light shines in the darkness, and yet the darkness did not overcome it.
6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify about the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but he came to testify about the light. 9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world.
[bookmark: _Hlk152076647][bookmark: _Hlk152077096]10 He was in the world, and the world was created through him, and yet the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, he gave them the right to be children of God, to those who believe in his name, 13 who were born, not of natural descent, or of the will of the flesh, or of the will of man, but of God.
[bookmark: _Hlk152076832]14 The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. We observed his glory, the glory as the one and only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John testified concerning him and exclaimed, ‘This was the one of whom I said, “The one coming after me ranks ahead of me, because he existed before me.”’) 16 Indeed, we have all received grace upon grace from his fullness, 17 for the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God. The one and only Son, who is himself God and is at the Father’s side—he has revealed him.” (John 1:1-18)

· Question: What is the Christmas Season REALLY about?
· The Christmas Season celebrates the birth of Jesus, as well as the great benefits of Christ coming to our world.
· “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. We observed his glory, the glory as the one and only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.” (John 1:14)
· How can remembering the coming of Jesus impact our lives this Christmas Season?

Jesus Came Into The World To Bring:
ILLUMINATION - FROM DARKNESS TO LIGHT
· “In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5 That light shines in the darkness, and yet the darkness did not overcome it.” (John 1:4-5)
· John used the tension between darkness and light as a point of contrast between the ways of God and the system of this world.
· “This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light, and there is absolutely no darkness in him.” (1 John 1:5)
· The Light of Christ helps us to: 1) Identify and Avoid Obstacles (John 11:10), 2) Overcome Temptations (Romans 1:21), 3) Prevent Failures (John 11:9), and 4) Preserve Peace (Luke 1:79).

Jesus Came Into The World To Bring:
RESTORATION - FROM DEATH TO LIFE
· “The Word gave life to everything that was created, and His life brought light to everyone. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness can never extinguish it.” (John 1:4-5)
· The light of Jesus always overcomes darkness, because only Jesus has the power to turn death into life.
· “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 6:23)
· Even when our lives have been decimated by our own sin and the sins of others, Jesus has the power to bring about new life in our bodies, our emotions, our finances, and our relationships.
· “But God, who is rich in mercy, because of his great love that he had for us, 5 made us alive with Christ even though we were dead in trespasses. You are saved by grace!” (Ephesians 2:4-5)

Jesus Came Into The World To Bring:
ASSOCIATION - FROM ISOLATION TO FAMILY
· “He was in the world, and the world was created through him, and yet the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, he gave them the right to be children of God, to those who believe in his name.” (John 1:10-12)
· The Christmas Season is a time when many people feel isolated or lonely.
· Whether we have a caring family, a crazy family, or no family, we can rejoice that God has adopted us into His family.
· “For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear. Instead, you received the Spirit of adoption, by whom we cry out, ‘Abba, Father!’” (Romans 8:15)
· Who are some people in your life that need to be invited into God’s family?

Jesus Came Into The World To Bring:
JUBILATION - FROM EMPTINESS INTO ABUNDANCE
· “Indeed, we have all received grace upon grace from his fullness.” (John 1:16)
· While the Christmas Season can be a depressing and challenging time for many, Jesus promises us a joy that defies our circumstances.
· “A thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I have come so that they may have life and have it in abundance.” (John 10:10)
· The joy in Christmas is not born of our circumstances, but in the significance that God remembers us, loves us, and gives us great gifts.

Jesus Came Into The World To Bring:
SALVATION - FROM LOST TO FOUND
· “…who were born, not of natural descent, or of the will of the flesh, or of the will of man, but of God.” (John 1:13)
· Jesus came to meet our greatest need - the need for a Savior.
· “For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glorious standard.” (Romans 3:23 NLT)
· This Christmas, we should respond to God’s gift of salvation by seeking to share it with others.
· “How, then, can they call on him they have not believed in? And how can they believe without hearing about him? And how can they hear without a preacher? 15 And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is written: How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news.” (Romans 10:14-15)
· Who in your life needs to meet Jesus this Christmas Season?

· “No one has ever seen God. The one and only Son, who is himself God and is at the Father’s side—he has revealed him.” (John 1:18)
· When we understand and believe in the eternal character and calling of Jesus, we can be transformed by Him in powerful ways.
· “He was in the world, and the world was created through him, and yet the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who did receive him, he gave them the right to be children of God” (John 1:10-12a)
· This Christmas Season, we must decide to focus on Jesus and bringing others to Jesus.
· What are some ways that I can focus on Jesus and bringing others to Jesus this Christmas Season?
· Possibilities:
· Daily reading portions of the Christmas story from Scripture.
· Joining with a Connect Group family to celebrate Christmas.
· Making plans to attend all our Christmas series services.
· Inviting friends or family to attend a worship service.
· Giving significantly to our Christmas Missions Offering.


CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION

Ice Breaker: What is your favorite thing about the Christmas season?

Understanding:
· What does John 1:1-2 and John 1:18 teach us about Jesus?
· What does John 1:3 teach us about creation?
· What is the overarching message of John 1:1-18?

Digging Deeper:
· From a relational perspective, what did God communicate to humanity by sending His Son into the world?
· What are some ways that God has brought you from darkness to light?
· What are some areas of your life that need the restoration of God?
· What are one or two reasons you can find joy in the Christmas Season?
· What are some benefits and challenges that are part of being in God’s family?
· What do you believe God wants to do in your life this Christmas Season?

Loving Outward:
· Who do you need to share the gospel with this week?
· Who do you need to follow-up with regarding the gospel?
· Who are you bringing to church this Christmas season?

