LOVE’S PURE LIGHT
John 3:16

· What do you think about when you think about Christmas?
· Christmas is primarily about love - God demonstrating His love for the people of our world by sending His son Jesus to be our Savior and Lord.
·  Jesus - “For God loved the world in this way: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16)

Jesus Was Saying That:
GOD’S LOVE FOR US IS INCREDIBLE
· “For God loved the world . . .” (John 3:16)
· That phrase reminds us that the Lord loves every single person in the world.
· The Bible tells us that the Lord loves: 1) Little Children (Matthew 19:14), 2) Big Sinners (Luke 15:2) and even 3) His Greatest Enemies (Matthew 5:44-45).
· God loves the people of the world universally (He loves everyone) and personally (He loves everyone).
· Many people find it difficult to believe God can love them unconditionally, but there has never been a time when He didn’t love us or want a close relationship with us.

Jesus Was Saying That:
GOD’S LOVE FOR US IS INDISPUTABLE
· Jesus - “For God loved the world in this way: He gave His one and only Son . . .” (John 3:16)
· Love is more than an emotion – it is a choice or decision (1 John 3:18).
· The greatness of one’s love is determined by sacrifices they are willing to make to demonstrate their love.
· “[God] did not even spare his own Son but gave him up for us all.” (Romans 8:32a)
· “But God proves his own love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8)
· The good news is that God loves us so much Jesus was willing to give His life for us; but the great news is that Jesus also rose mightily and miraculously from the grave in order to bring us abundant and eternal life.

Jesus Was Saying That:
GOD’S LOVE FOR US IS INDISPENSABLE
· Jesus - “For God loved the world in this way: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life.”  (John 3:16)
· When we respond to God’s “love gift” of His Son and receive Jesus as our Savior, the Lord brings: 1) Forgiveness (Ephesians 1:6-7), 2) Freedom (Romans 8:1-2), and 3) Fulfillment (John 10:10) to our lives, and He gives us 4) the Future of Heaven (John 14:2-3). 
      
· “He was in the world, and the world was created through Him, and yet the world did not recognize Him. 11 He came to His own, and His own people did not receive Him.” (John 1:10-11) 
· Sometimes people don’t respond to the Lord’s love because of busyness, faithlessness, hard-heartedness, laziness, pridefulness or selfishness.
· “But to all who did receive Him, He gave them the right to be children of God, to those who believe in His name, 13 who were born, not of natural descent, or of the will of the flesh, or of the will of man, but of God.” (John 1:13-14)
· What’s keeping me from responding to God’s love this Christmas?
