LORD, TEACH US TO PRAY
Matthew 6:9-14

“Therefore, you should pray like this:
[bookmark: _Hlk151536100][bookmark: _Hlk151535189][bookmark: _Hlk151536508]
          Our Father in heaven, your name be honored as holy. 
[bookmark: _Hlk151536121]    10 Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
[bookmark: _Hlk151536298]    11 Give us today our daily bread.
    12 And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.
    13 And do not bring us into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.

14 For if you forgive others their offenses, your heavenly Father will forgive you as well. 15 But if you don’t forgive others, your Father will not forgive your offenses.” (Matthew 6:9-14)

[bookmark: _Hlk151535708]JESUS REMINDS US THE IMPORTANCE OF HAVING A:
_______________________ MINDSET REGARDING PRAYER
· “Our Father in heaven…Give us…And forgive us…as we…do not bring us…but deliver us…” (Matthew 6:9-13)
· There is power in praying together with fellow believers who are united in their love for God, self, and others.
· Our prayer life should have a balance of individual “private” prayer and corporate prayer with fellow Christians.

[bookmark: _Hlk151536244]JESUS REMINDS US THE IMPORTANCE OF HAVING A:
_______________________ MINDSET REGARDING PRAYER
· “Our Father in heaven, your name be honored as holy. 10 Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” (Matthew 6:9-10)
· When we begin to truly grasp who God is and the reverence due Him, we find ourselves desiring to pursue His will in all we are and all we do.

JESUS REMINDS US THE IMPORTANCE OF HAVING A:
_______________________ MINDSET REGARDING PRAYER
· “Give us today our daily bread… And do not bring us into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.” (Matthew 6:11,13)
· We must escape the “I can handle it” mentality and learn to depend on and trust God for everything, no matter how “basic” like bread.
· Approaching God in prayer is acknowledging that you are seeking the power, presence, and person of God who is able to do far more than you can do on your own.

JESUS REMINDS US THE IMPORTANCE OF HAVING A:
_______________________ MINDSET REGARDING PRAYER
· “And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.” (Matthew 6:12)
· Recognizing the holiness of God should lead us to being honest before Him about our sin, resulting in confession and repentance.
· Forgiven people should be forgiving people.
· “bearing with one another and forgiving one another if anyone has a grievance against another. Just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you are also to forgive.” (Colossians 3:13)
· If we truly understand the forgiveness we have received from God, we should have no problem extending forgiveness to those who have sinned against us.


CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION
Icebreaker:
· What is something you find humorous that always makes you laugh?

Start thinking:

· What does Matthew 6:9-13 teach us about God?
· Why does Jesus use the plural forms of the words “our” “us” and “we” in his model prayer?
· What does Matthew 6:9-13 teach us about God’s will? About forgiveness?

Start sharing. Discuss in depth to create openness.
· How do you feel about praying corporately with others? (Some examples might be: Nervous, Fear, Empowering, Encouraged) Explain your response.
· How do you feel you do in submitting your will to God’s will?
· How does forgiveness, or lack of, impact our prayers?
· How has your personal prayer life been impacted through this sermon series on Prayer? What areas still need attention?

Start praying. Be bold, and pray specifically. 
· Heavenly Father, I pray because You tell me to pray. I pray because I believe You hear and answer the prayers of Your children. Lord, I pray that You continue to teach me to pray according to Your word and your will.– Amen
