Prayer and “T”
Transcendence * Transformation * Tuned-in
Mark 9:2-8

“Think of prayer as a relationship. If you are in a relationship and you don't have any communication, then that relationship is not going to grow. I think of prayer, clearly, as being in the acknowledged presence of God and in relationship with God.” - Bishop Desmond Tutu

“And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James and John and led them up a high mountain by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3 and his clothes became radiant, intensely white, as no one on earth could bleach them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus. 5 And Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good that we are here. Let us make three tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 6 For he did not know what to say, for they were terrified. 7 And a cloud overshadowed them, and a voice came out of the cloud, “This is my beloved Son; listen to him.” 8 And suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw anyone with them but Jesus only.” (Mark 9:2-8)

Transcendence 
· “After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 10 Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 11 Give us this day our daily bread. 12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 13 And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.” (Matthew 6:9-13)
· God is transcendent, Holy, Other than
· “To pray is to enter the treasure-house of God and to gather riches out of an inexhaustible storehouse.” – Charles Spurgeon

Transformation
· “That night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two female servants and his eleven sons and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23 After he had sent them across the stream, he sent over all his possessions. 24 So Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him till daybreak. 25 When the man saw that he could not overpower him, he touched the socket of Jacob’s hip so that his hip was wrenched as he wrestled with the man. 26 Then the man said, ‘Let me go, for it is daybreak.’ But Jacob replied, ‘I will not let you go unless you bless me.’ 27 The man asked him, ‘What is your name?’ ‘Jacob,’ he answered. 28 Then the man said, ‘Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you have struggled with God and with humans and have overcome.’ 29 Jacob said, ‘Please tell me your name.’ But he replied, ‘Why do you ask my name?’ Then he blessed him there. 30 So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, ‘It is because I saw God face to face, and yet my life was spared.’” (Genesis 32:22-31)
· “And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus. 5 And Peter said to Jesus, ‘Rabbi, it is good that we are here. Let us make three tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.’” (Mark 9:4-5)
· The Purpose of Prayer is to transform our way of viewing and operating in the world.
· When we are (Jabbok) empty, we try to (Jacob)scheme to make life happen.  We (Israel) wrestle with God to get Him to do what we want until we get quiet and wait on God.  It is when we are broken that we are silent, then (Paniel) we see God. 

Tuned in
· “He was still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, ‘This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.’” (Matthew 17:5)
· Prayer teaches us to prioritize the things that guide and influence our life.
· The first thing God says to us in prayer is-  “I love you; you are mine.”
· “Only the heart's cry, only the longing of the heart makes prayer genuine. 'Prayer is not the reverberation of sound; it is the articulation of love.” - St Augustine of Hippo 
· “Guard your steps as you go to the house of God, and approach to listen rather than to offer the sacrifice of fools; for they do not know that they are doing evil. 2 [Do not be quick with your mouth or impulsive in thought to bring up a matter in the presence of God. For God is in heaven and you are on the earth; therefore let your words be few.” (Ecclesiastes 5:1-3)



CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION
ICE-BREAKER:  Share a time when you failed to listen.  What was the outcome?
START THINKING (Observation):
· What does Mark 9:2-8 and Matthew 6:9-10 teach us about God?
· What makes God Holy? 
· Why should we pray?
· How do we hear God in prayer?
DIGGING DEEPER (Understanding and Application):
· What does this passage of Scripture teach you about the Transcendence of God?
· How do you handle waiting on God to answer?
· What do you do when you don’t hear God?
· When was the last time you heard God?  What was going on in your life?
· What will you do differently based on this study?
LOVING OUTWARD
· Who do I/you need to share Jesus with this week? 
· Who do you need to have a follow-up conversation about Jesus with?
· Who are you inviting/bringing to church next week?


