LORD OF THE WIND
Acts 25

TRUSTING IN THE SOVEREIGN WILL OF GOD WILL ALWAYS BRING PEACE. 
· “Festus then, having arrived in the province, three days later went up to Jerusalem from Caesarea. 2 And the chief priests and the leading men of the Jews brought charges against Paul, and they were urging him, 3 requesting a concession (favor) against Paul, that he might have him brought to Jerusalem (at the same time, setting an ambush to kill him on the way). 4 Festus then answered that Paul was being kept in custody at Caesarea and that he himself was about to leave shortly. 5 ‘Therefore,’ he said, ‘let the influential men among you go there with me, and if there is anything wrong about the man, let them prosecute(accuse) him.’” (Acts 25:1-5)
· If your religion makes you a liar and a murderer, there is something wrong with your relationship with God. 

THE PROVIDENTIAL PROVISION OF GOD WILL PROTECT IN THE PRESENCE OF POLITICS.
· 6 After he had spent not more than eight or ten days among them, he went down to Caesarea, and on the next day he took his seat on the tribunal and ordered Paul to be brought. 7 After Paul arrived, the Jews who had come down from Jerusalem stood around him, bringing many and serious charges against him which they could not prove, 8 while Paul said in his own defense, “I have committed no offense either against the Law of the Jews or against the temple or against Caesar.” 9 But Festus, wishing to do the Jews a favor, answered Paul and said, “Are you willing to go up to Jerusalem and stand trial before me on these charges?” 10 But Paul said, “I am standing before Caesar’s tribunal, where I ought to be tried. I have done no wrong to the Jews, as you also very well know. 11 If, then, I am a wrongdoer and have committed anything worthy of death, I do not refuse to die; but if none of those things is true of which these men accuse me, no one can hand me over to them. I appeal to Caesar.” 12 Then when Festus had conferred with his council, he answered, “You have appealed to Caesar, to Caesar you shall go.” (Acts 25:6-12)
· God, in His providential provision, used corrupt Felix to keep Paul in protective custody against the ill intentions of the religious leaders in Jerusalem, who continued to plot murderous schemes against him. 
· “These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” (John 16:33)

WE SEE PEOPLE EVER DAY WHO HAVE NEVER HEARD OF JESUS OR THE GOSPEL MESSAGE.
· “3 Now when several days had elapsed, King Agrippa and Bernice arrived at Caesarea and paid their respects to Festus. 14 While they were spending many days there, Festus laid Paul’s case before the king, saying, ‘There is a man who was left as a prisoner by Felix; 15 and when I was at Jerusalem, the chief priests and the elders of the Jews brought charges against him, asking for a sentence of condemnation against him. 16 I answered them that it is not the custom of the Romans to hand over any man before the accused meets his accusers face to face and has an opportunity to make his defense against the charges. 17 So after they had assembled here, I did not delay, but on the next day took my seat on the tribunal and ordered the man to be brought before me. 18 When the accusers stood up, they began bringing charges against him not of such crimes as I was expecting, 19 but they simply had some points of disagreement with him about their own religion and about a dead man, Jesus, whom Paul asserted to be alive. 20 Being at a loss how to investigate such matters, I asked whether he was willing to go to Jerusalem and there stand trial on these matters. 21 But when Paul appealed to be held in custody for the Emperor’s decision, I ordered him to be kept in custody until I send him to Caesar.’ 22 Then Agrippa said to Festus, ‘I also would like to hear the man myself.’ ‘Tomorrow,’ he *said, ‘you shall hear him.’” (Acts 25:13-22)
· The reason we let our light shine:
· North America has become the greatest mission field in the world. 
· The message:
· Right relationship with God over Religion
· The person of Jesus who is God.
· The resurrection makes the difference. 

GOD IS THE MOST IMPORTANT PERSON IN THE ROOM.
· “23 So, on the next day when Agrippa came together with Bernice amid great pomp, and entered the auditorium accompanied by the commanders and the prominent men of the city, at the command of Festus, Paul was brought in. 24 Festus *said, ‘King Agrippa, and all you gentlemen here present with us, you see this man about whom all the people of the Jews appealed to me, both at Jerusalem and here, loudly declaring that he ought not to live any longer. 25 But I found that he had committed nothing worthy of death; and since he himself appealed to the Emperor, I decided to send him. 26 Yet I have nothing definite about him to write to my lord. Therefore I have brought him before you all and especially before you, King Agrippa, so that after the investigation has taken place, I may have something to write. 27 For it seems absurd to me in sending a prisoner, not to indicate also the charges against him.’” (Acts 25:23-27)





















CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION

ICE-BREAKER:  Share a time when you had to wait for a promise to happen.
START THINKING (Observation):
· What does Acts 25 teach us about God/The Holy Spirit?
· Was Paul’s imprisonment for two years by Felix a good thing or bad thing?
· What was on the minds of the religious leaders when Porcius Festus became ruler.
· How long did the religious leaders hold on to hatred for Paul?
DIGGING DEEPER (Understanding and Application):
· What does this passage of Scripture teach you about the sovereignty of God?
· How do you handle waiting on God?
· How well do you handle the waves of life even when God is holding your hand?
· What does it mean to be at peace amid life’s storms.
· What will you do differently based on this study?
LOVING OUTWARD
· Who do I/you need to share Jesus with this week? 
· Who do you need to have a follow-up conversation about Jesus with?
· Who are you inviting/bringing to church next week?

