WHEN FAITH IS DISOBEDIENCE
Acts 21:1-16
Guest Preacher: Pastor Michael Linton

MAIN IDEA: Great faith is disobedience when God has clearly told us no.
 
When the message is clear… 
(Vv. 4,11-12)
· The Spirit through the disciples – v. 4
· Agabus, a proven prophet – v. 11
· Literally everyone – v. 12
· God, after the Damascus Road – 22:17-21
· But wasn’t Paul told earlier to go to Jerusalem?
 
When the outcome doesn’t look right… 
(Verses 10-12)
· Problems don’t necessarily mean disobedience
· Can’t evangelize Gentiles while in jail in Jerusalem
 
When the reminders are obvious… 
(Verses 8-9, 16)
· Conversion of Gentiles (15:3)
· Philip – evangelist and deacon to Gentile Jews
· Prophesying daughters
· Mnason – Cypriot, early disciple (Pentecost?)
· Entire section of scripture is full of prophets and Pentecost reminders (and commands and warnings)
 
Faith can be disobedience. 
(Verses 13-14)
· These are words of great faith
· They are misplaced
· This was not his calling
· Everything and everyone around him, including the Holy Spirit, said no
· His great faith was disobedience
 
The Takeaway
· Sometimes, the message is clear
· Sometimes, the outcome doesn’t look right
· Sometimes, the reminders are obvious
· Sometimes, faith can be disobedience
· Sometimes, we’re called to step out on faith
· Sometimes, we’re determined to do our own thing and call it faith

CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION

ICE-BREAKER: Share about a time you were told not to do something and you did it anyway, that you can look back on now and laugh about?

START THINKING (Observation):
· What does Acts 21:1-16 teach us about God/The Holy Spirit?
· What was the message from the Holy Spirit to Paul in vss. 4 and 11-12?
· Why was Paul warned to not go to Jerusalem?
· What was Paul’s response to the message and warnings from the Holy Spirit speaking through others?

DIGGING DEEPER (Understanding and Application): 
· Why should we rely more on the written word of God (Bible) than the words of people regarding obedience to God?
· How do you discern when God is speaking to you through others?
· What are some things you can do to test what others are telling you “God is saying” to you through them?
· What are some ways you can guard against pursuing your own will over the will of God?
· Describe an example of when exercising faith can actually lead to disobedience?
· What will you do differently based on this study?

LOVING OUTWARD
· Who do I you need to share Jesus with this week? Or, who do you need to have a follow-up conversation about Jesus with?
· Who are you inviting/bringing to church next week?
