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WE ARE ALL RESPONSIBLE TO SHARE THE GOSPEL, BUT WE ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR THE RESULTS
· “When Silas and Timothy arrived from Macedonia, Paul devoted himself to preaching the word and testified to the Jews that Jesus is the Messiah. 6 When they resisted and blasphemed, he shook out his clothes and told them, ‘Your blood is on your own heads! I am innocent. From now on I will go to the Gentiles.’ 7 So he left there and went to the house of a man named Titius Justus, a worshiper of God, whose house was next door to the synagogue. 8 Crispus, the leader of the synagogue, believed in the Lord, along with his whole household. Many of the Corinthians, when they heard, believed and were baptized.” (Acts 18:5-8)
· We may plant the seed of Truth, we may water the seed of Truth, but we cannot remain silent in a world that so desperately need the message of redemption through Jesus.
· “I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth…8 Now he who plants and he who waters are one, and each will receive his own reward according to his own labor. 9 For we are God’s coworkers.” (1 Corinthians 3:6,8-9)

GOD STRENGTHENS AND USES US EVEN IN OUR WEAKNESSES
· “The Lord said to Paul in a night vision, ‘Don’t be afraid, but keep on speaking and don’t be silent. 10 For I am with you, and no one will lay a hand on you to hurt you, because I have many people in this city.’ 11 He stayed there a year and a half, teaching the word of God among them.” (Acts 18:9-11)
· God never promises that we won’t face difficulty, but He does promise that He will be with us and we will be ultimately victorious.
· “We know that all things work together for the good of those who love God, who are called according to his purpose.” (Rom. 8:28)

________________________ TO GOD’S WILL IS THE KEY TO OUR SUCCESS IN LIFE AND MINISTRY
· “When they asked him to stay for a longer time, he declined, 21 but he said farewell and added, ‘I’ll come back to you again, if God wills.’ Then he set sail from Ephesus.” (Acts 18:20-21)
· “We must allow for divine flexibility, welcoming God to disturb our plans when He has other purposes for us.” – Dr. Tony Evans
· “Come now, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will travel to such and such a city and spend a year there and do business and make a profit.’ 14 Yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring—what your life will be! For you are like vapor that appears for a little while, then vanishes. 15 Instead, you should say, ‘If the Lord wills, 
we will live and do this or that.’ 16 But as it is, you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil. 17 So it is sin to know the good and yet not do it.” (James 4:13-17)
· Making plans without praying for the Lord’s will sets you up for frustration and failure.

BEING ___________________ ENOUGH TO GENTLY CORRECT AND BE CORRECTED IS A MARK OF SPIRITUAL MATURITY
· “Now a Jew named Apollos, a native Alexandrian, an eloquent man who was competent in the use of the Scriptures, arrived in Ephesus. 25 He had been instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in spirit, he was speaking and teaching accurately about Jesus, although he knew only John’s baptism. 26 He began to speak boldly in the synagogue. After Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him aside and explained the way of God to him more accurately.” (Acts 18:24-26)
· Guarding our hearts against pride and arrogance positions us for spiritual growth and increased knowledge.
· “Pride comes before destruction, and an arrogant spirit before a fall.” (Proverbs 16:18)
· As Christians, we should hunger for the truth of God’s word (Bible) so that we can effectively guide others into truth.
· “Be diligent to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who doesn’t need to be ashamed, correctly teaching the word of truth.” (2 Timothy 2:15)

CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION

ICE-BREAKER: What has been your greatest blessing in life?

START THINKING (Observation):
· What does Acts 18 teach us about God?
· What was the culture in Corinth like?
· How did Paul respond to rejection from the Jews in Corinth?
· What promise did God give Paul (and us)?
· How did Priscilla and Aquila handle Apollos’ faulty preaching?

DIGGING DEEPER (Understanding and Application): 
· What can we learn from Paul’s persistence in ministry?
· How should Christians handle fear and emotions?
· What is your takeaway from Priscilla and Aquila’s handling of Apollos?
· How do you do at giving AND receiving correction?
· What resonates with you about Paul’s statement “If God wills” in verse 21? Explain.
· What can you apply in your life starting now from this message?
