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WE NEED TO MEET PEOPLE WHERE THEY ARE IN ORDER TO TAKE THEM WHERE THEY NEED TO BE IN CHRIST
· [bookmark: _Hlk140495068]“After they passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish synagogue. 2 As usual, Paul went into the synagogue, and on three Sabbath days reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 3 explaining and proving that it was necessary for the Messiah to suffer and rise from the dead: ‘This Jesus I am proclaiming to you is the Messiah.’ 4 Some of them were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, including a large number of God-fearing Greeks, as well as a number of the leading women.
· Effectively engaging people with the good news of Jesus requires understanding your audience and adjusting accordingly.
· “Paul stood in the middle of the Areopagus and said, ‘People of Athens! I see that you are extremely religious in every respect. 23 For as I was passing through and observing the objects of your worship, I even found an altar on which was inscribed, “To an Unknown God.” Therefore, what you worship in ignorance, this I proclaim to you. 24 The God who made the world and everything in it—he is Lord of heaven and earth—does not live in shrines made by hands.” (Acts 17:22-24)
· Finding common ground is one of the most effective tools in making the gospel relevant to whoever you are trying to reach.

LISTENING TO THE PREACHED WORD AND _____________________ THE SCRIPTURES ENSURES WE ARE NOT INFLUENCED BY FALSE TEACHING
· “The people here were of more noble character than those in Thessalonica, since they received the word with eagerness and examined the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so. 12 Consequently, many of them believed, including a number of the prominent Greek women as well as men.” (Acts 17:11-12)
· God honors a heart that is postured with humility, eagerness, and commitment to the teaching and studying of the Scriptures.
· “…humbly receive the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.” (James 1:21b)
· “Like newborn infants, desire the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow up into your salvation.” (1 Peter 2:2)
· When a person is Scripturally anemic they are prone to believe every win and wave of teaching that feeds the flesh rather than the spirit.
· “I have stored up your word in my heart so that I might not sin against you.” (Psalm 119:11 ESV)
· The Church doesn’t need watered down, sugar coated, living your best life now teaching; the Church needs sound gospel-centered preaching and Christians who will examine what is being taught by studying the Scriptures like the Bereans.
· “I am amazed that you are so quickly turning away from him who called you by the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel— 7 not that there is another gospel, but there are some who are troubling you and want to distort the gospel of Christ.” (Galatians 1:6-7)

GOD IS THE _________________ AND _____________________ OF THE WORLD AND ALL HUMANITY
· “The God who made the world and everything in it—he is Lord of heaven and earth—does not live in shrines made by hands. 25 Neither is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives everyone life and breath and all things. 26 From one man he has made every nationality to live over the whole earth and has determined their appointed times and the boundaries of where they live. 27 He did this so that they might seek God, and perhaps they might reach out and find him, though he is not far from each one of us. 28 For in him we live and move and have our being, as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we are also his offspring.’ 29 Since, then, we are God’s offspring, we shouldn’t think that the divine nature is like gold or silver or stone, an image fashioned by human art and imagination.” (Acts 17:24-29)
· No one can claim that they had no opportunity to know God since God has revealed Himself in His creation.
· “For his invisible attributes, that is, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen since the creation of the world, being understood through what he has made. As a result, people are without excuse.” (Romans 1:20)

GOD’S LOVE FOR HUMANITY IS EVIDENCED IN THE DEATH AND RESURRECTION OF HIS SON JESUS AND HIS CALL TO ________________________ FOR THOSE WHO WILL LISTEN
· “Therefore, having overlooked the times of ignorance, God now commands all people everywhere to repent, 31 because he has set a day when he is going to judge the world in righteousness by the man he has appointed. He has provided proof of this to everyone by raising him from the dead.” (Acts 17:30-31)
· God withheld His immediate judgement on mankind and made provision for our redemption through the death and resurrection of Jesus.
· “For God loved the world in this way: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.” (John 3:16-17)
· Every “idol” people set up in their lives will only lead to emptiness, sorrow, and lack of fulfillment, but the true and living God of all creation offers the one thing everyone needs: salvation in Christ Jesus.











CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION


ICE-BREAKER: If you could give a piece of advice to your younger self what would it be?

START THINKING (Observation):
· What does Acts 17 teach us about God?
· What were the accusations against Paul and the mission team in Acts 17:5-9?
· How did Paul approach the different audiences he encountered in Acts 17?
· What did the Bereans do after hearing Paul’s preaching?
· Why did Paul explain creation and God’s involvement with humanity before sharing the gospel of salvation in Athens?

DIGGING DEEPER (Understanding and Application): 
· What are some scenarios that may require you to approach evangelism differently depending on the person(s)? Be specific. Give real life examples.
· How did the Bereans’ response of comparing Paul’s teaching to the Scriptures impact your view of studying the Bible? How would it impact the church if everyone studied the Bible this way?
· What are some modern day idols in our city/nation?
· Why is it so important to balance truth with compassion?
· What will you do differently as a result of this message?

LOVING OUTWARD
· Who in your life needs to hear the truth of the Gospel? How has this message/text affected and/or inspired you to reach them?
· Who are you inviting to Church next Sunday?

