NOT FOR SALE
Acts 8:9-25

THE BIG IDEA: Neither God, nor His power through the Holy Spirit, can be bought, and true believers live on mission with urgency.

WE MUST GUARD OURSELVES AGAINST FALSE TEACHERS THAT ARE DRIVEN BY SELF GLORIFICATION
· “A man named Simon had previously practiced sorcery in that city and amazed the Samaritan people, while claiming to be somebody great. 10 They all paid attention to him, from the least of them to the greatest, and they said, ‘This man is called the Great Power of God.’ 11 They were attentive to him because he had amazed them with his sorceries for a long time.” (Acts 8:9-11)
· Like Simon the sorcerer, many people who claim to believe in Jesus and follow him have not truly been regenerated in Christ through authentic faith.
· “Even Simon himself believed…and…he was baptized.”
· Simon’s belief was superficial, like so many who followed Jesus around and “believed in His name.”
· “While He was in Jerusalem during the Passover Festival, many believed in His name when they saw the signs He was doing. 24 Jesus, however, would not entrust Himself to them, since He knew them all.” (John 2:23-24)
· A person who is a true representative of Christ will always point people to Jesus rather than themselves.

THE HOLY SPIRIT CANNOT BE BOUGHT OR MANIPULATED
· “When Simon saw that the Spirit was given through the laying on of the apostles’ hands, he offered them money, 19 saying, ‘Give me this power also so that anyone I lay hands on may receive the Holy Spirit.’ 20 But Peter told him, ‘May your silver be destroyed with you, because you thought you could obtain the gift of God with money! 21 You have no part or share in this matter, because your heart is not right before God. 22 Therefore repent of this wickedness of yours, and pray to the Lord that, if possible, your heart’s intent may be forgiven. 23 For I see you are poisoned by bitterness and bound by wickedness.’ 24 ‘Pray to the Lord for me,’ Simon replied, ‘so that nothing you have said may happen to me.’
· The Holy Spirit is God, not some mystical power that can be bought and manipulated for selfish motives.
· The unfortunate reality is that too many people have a knowledge change without a true heart change that brings about true repentance and salvation in Christ.
· “May your silver be destroyed with you, because you thought you could obtain the gift of God with money! 21 You have no part or share in this matter, because your heart is not right before God. 22 Therefore repent of this wickedness of yours, and pray to the Lord that, if possible, your heart’s intent may be forgiven. 23 For I see you are poisoned by bitterness and bound by wickedness.” (Acts 8:20-23)

WE NEED TO PRAY FOR GOD TO GIVE US A HEART OF URGENCY TO SPREAD THE GOSPEL TO ALL PEOPLE
· “When the apostles who were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. 15 After they went down there, they prayed for them so that the Samaritans might receive the Holy Spirit because he had not yet come down on any of them. 16 (They had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.) 17 Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 8:14-17)
· The gospel of Christ can, and should change the way we see and interact with those who we might normally look upon with disdain.
· “So, after they had testified and spoken the word of the Lord, they traveled back to Jerusalem, preaching the gospel in many villages of the Samaritans.” (Acts 8:25)
· God is looking for faithful men and women who will rise up and live with a sense of urgency to get the good news of Jesus to those who are perishing.

CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION

ICE-BREAKER: What is your favorite thing you have purchased? Why?

START THINKING:
· What do we learn about God in Acts 8:9-25?
· Why did Simon want to buy the power of the Holy Spirit?
· How do we know Simon’s “belief” in the gospel message wasn’t genuine?
· How do we see “urgency” in the spreading of the gospel in Acts 8?
DIGGING DEEPER:
· Based on what we have learned in Acts 1-8, how does the Holy Spirit in the lives of Christians impact prejudices? Ethnic division?
· What are some ways people try to “buy” God’s favor today?
· Have you ever tried to manipulate God’s power/favor in your life? In what way?
· How can you explain to someone the difference between genuine faith, and shallow belief, such as Simon initially had?
· Who in your life needs to hear the truth of the Gospel? How has this message/text affected and/or inspired you to reach them?
· Who are you inviting to Church next Sunday?
