DYING TO TRULY LIVE
Acts 7:2-60

THE BIG IDEA: We don’t have to fear giving anything up, even our lives, for the cause of Christ because like Christ we are guaranteed life everlasting with the Lord in heaven.

RELIGIOUS PEOPLE THROUGHOUT HISTORY HAVE ___________________ GOD’S SPOKESPERSONS
· Jesus - “You are blessed when they insult you and persecute you and falsely say every kind of evil against you because of me. 12 Be glad and rejoice, because your reward is great in heaven. For that is how they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” (Matthew 5:11-12)
· If following Jesus costs you nothing, you’re probably not actually following Him.
· “The patriarchs became jealous of Joseph and sold him into Egypt, but God was with him 10and rescued him out of all his troubles.” (Acts 7:9-10a)
· “This Moses, whom they rejected when they said, Who appointed you a ruler and a judge?—this one God sent as a ruler and a deliverer through the angel who appeared to him in the bush. 36 This man led them out and performed wonders and signs in the land of Egypt, at the Red Sea, and in the wilderness for forty years. This is the Moses who said to the Israelites: God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your brothers. 38 He is the one who was in the assembly in the wilderness, with the angel who spoke to him on Mount Sinai, and with our ancestors. He received living oracles to give to us. 39 Our ancestors were unwilling to obey him. Instead, they pushed him aside, and in their hearts turned back to Egypt. 40 They told Aaron: Make us gods who will go before us. As for this Moses who brought us out of the land of Egypt, we don’t know what’s happened to him. 41 They even made a calf in those days, offered sacrifice to the idol, and were celebrating what their hands had made.” (Acts 7:35-41)
· “You stiff-necked people with uncircumcised hearts and ears! You are always resisting the Holy Spirit. As your ancestors did, you do also. 52 Which of the prophets did your ancestors not persecute? They even killed those who foretold the coming of the Righteous One, whose betrayers and murderers you have now become. 53 You received the law under the direction of angels and yet have not kept it.” (Acts 7:51-53)
· We need to listen to, and learn from, teachers who tell us the truth of the Scriptures, rather than surrounding ourselves with people who tell us what we want to hear.
· “You stiff-necked people with uncircumcised hearts and ears! You are always resisting the Holy Spirit. As your ancestors did, you do also.” (Acts 7:51)
· Like Jesus, Stephen was willing to speak the Truth of God’s word regardless of how he would be treated as a result.

GOD’S DWELLING IS NOT _________________________ IN STRUCTURES MADE BY HUMANS
· “but the Most High does not dwell in sanctuaries made with hands, as the prophet says: 49 Heaven is my throne, and the earth my footstool. What sort of house will you build for me? says the Lord, or what will be my resting place? 50 Did not my hand make all these things?” (Acts 7:48-50)
· When we begin to worship the spaces we have built, more than the Lord of Heaven and Earth, we have entered in to idolatry.
· God is no more contained in a building than Jesus was contained in a borrowed tomb!

THE RESURRECTED JESUS IS PREPARED TO WELCOME HIS RESURRECTED FOLLOWERS INTO HEAVEN FOR LIFE EVERLASTING
· “When they heard these things, they were enraged and gnashed their teeth at him. 55 Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven. He saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 He said, ‘Look, I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!’ 57 They yelled at the top of their voices, covered their ears, and together rushed against him. 58 They dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. And the witnesses laid their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59 While they were stoning Stephen, he called out, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!’ 60 He knelt down and cried out with a loud voice, ‘Lord, do not hold this sin against them!’ And after saying this, he fell asleep.” (Acts 7:54-60)
· As we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus we can also celebrate the resurrection of all who die that are in Christ.
· “In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I am going to prepare a place for you? 3 If I go away and prepare a place for you, I will come again and take you to myself, so that where I am you may be also.” (John 14:2-3)
· Just as Jesus resurrected from the dead, every person who has trusted Jesus as their Saviour will be resurrected after death to live with Him forever!

CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION

You are encouraged to have a meal or time of fellowship this week as a group as you reflect on what the resurrection of Jesus means to you.
Discussion:
· Why was Stephen brought before the Sanhedrin? (Specifically)
· Why were the Sanhedrin so enraged to the point of killing him?
· Stephen prayed for forgiveness for his killers. How does his example impact you in how you should pray for your enemies?
· What thoughts go through your mind when you think about Jesus being there to welcome you into heaven when you die?
· What will you do differently as a result of this message?
