THE GREAT GRACE EXPERIENCED BY 
THE UNIFIED CHURCH
Acts 4:32-37

THE BIG IDEA: A people who have been transformed by the Gospel of Jesus Christ will walk in unity and generosity to advance God’s Kingdom work!

GOD’S HEART FOR HIS CHURCH HAS ALWAYS BEEN ____________
· “Now the entire group of those who believed were of one heart and mind, and no one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but instead they held everything in common.” (Acts 4:32)
· “How delightfully good when brothers live together in harmony!” (Psalm 133:1)
· Jesus would have never prayed for something that was impossible.
· Jesus - “May they all be one, as you, Father, are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us, so that the world may believe you sent me.” (John 17:1)
· God is able to take a diverse group of people who come from different nations, different ethnic groups, and different backgrounds, and make them into one people…His unified Church! (See Acts 2)
· “But now in Christ Jesus, you who were far away have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For he is our peace, who made both groups one and tore down the dividing wall of hostility.” (Ephesians 2:13-14)

THE ________________ OF JESUS CHRIST IS THE CENTRAL THING THAT MAKES UNITY POSSIBLE
· “With great power the apostles were giving testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was on all of them.” (Acts 4:33)
· There can be no true and lasting unity apart from the centrality of Jesus in our lives.

A PEOPLE WHO HAVE BEEN TRANSFORMED BY THE GOSPEL OF JESUS WILL BE A ___________________ PEOPLE
· “For there was not a needy person among them because all those who owned lands or houses sold them, brought the proceeds of what was sold, 35 and laid them at the apostles’ feet. This was then distributed to each person as any had need.
36 Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus by birth, the one the apostles called Barnabas (which is translated Son of Encouragement), 37 sold a field he owned, brought the money, and laid it at the apostles’ feet.” (Acts 4:34-37)
· Luke shows us that in the early church:
· Everyone gave – “the entire group” (vs. 32a)
· Everyone gave “everything”  – “no one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but instead they held everything in common.” (vs. 32b)
· Everyone gave generously and sacrificially – “For there was not a needy person among them because all those who owned lands or houses sold them, brought the proceeds of what was sold”… (vs.34)
· Everyone gave regularly – “This then was distributed to each person as any had need.” (vs. 35)
· The early church understood the implications of the resurrected Jesus and gave consistently and generously to the work of the Lord through the local church.
· “Generosity is easy to understand but difficult to apply. We don’t need further explanation of the concept; we need to better apply it.” – Tony Merida
· “Frankly, we sometimes like to make things more complicated than they are not because we lack understanding but because we don’t want to obey. Our talk is often a smoke screen for our lack of willingness to do what we can and should do.” – Tony Merida

CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION

ICE-BREAKER: What is something no one in your Connect Group knows about you? (Remember, the ice-breaker is an opportunity to get to know one another and  build relationships with one another.)

START THINKING:
· What are some main themes/ideas in Acts 4:32-37?
· Why did the people sell their stuff and give to the ministry?
· What does Acts 4:32-37 say about unity and generosity?
DIGGING DEEPER:
· How does Christian unity differ from what many call unity?
· How is the concept of grace tied to biblical generosity?
· What hinders people from being generous to God’s work?
· How does this example in Acts 4 impact your views on consistent and generous giving to God’s work through the Church?
· How are you doing in the areas of unity and generosity?
FOCUS
· Who in your life needs to hear the truth of the Gospel? How has this message/text affected and/or inspired you to reach them?
· Who are you inviting to Church next Sunday?
