FROM THE SIDELINE TO SERVING
Acts 6:1-7

THE BIG IDEA: God’s design for His Church requires everyone doing their part so that people can be saved and disciples can multiply.

THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH IS TO MAKE DISCIPLES
· “In those days, as the disciples were increasing in number…” (Acts 6:1a)
· A healthy church will have equal emphasis and commitment to seeing people come to faith in Christ, AND in making disciples.
· Jesus – “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations…” (Matthew 28:19)
· Being discipled and making disciples is the responsibility of every Christian.

THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH IS TO CARE FOR ONE ANOTHER
· “…there arose a complaint by the Hellenistic Jews against the Hebraic Jews that their widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution." (Acts 6:1b)
· We need to pray that God gives us sensitivity and awareness of those who are overlooked and marginalized, so that we can “Love our neighbor as ourself.” (See Mark 12:31)

THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH REQUIRES EVERYONE DOING THEIR PART
· [bookmark: _Hlk130466084]“The Twelve summoned the whole company of the disciples and said, ‘It would not be right for us to give up preaching the word of God to wait on tables. 3 Brothers and sisters, select from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Spirit and wisdom, whom we can appoint to this duty. 4 But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.’ 5 This proposal pleased the whole company. So they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a convert from Antioch. 6 They had them stand before the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them.” (Acts 6:2-6)
· Adopting the mind of Christ involves shedding the mentality that “someone else” should or will take care of whatever needs to be done.
· “For you were called to be free, brothers and sisters; only don’t use this freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but serve one another through love. 14 For the whole law is fulfilled in one statement: Love your neighbor as yourself.” (Galatians 5:13-14)
· The Church is a body, the members are the parts of the body, and a healthy body has all the parts functioning in their designed role. (See 1 Corinthians 12:12-27)

THE  MISSION OF THE CHURCH FLOURISHES WHEN BELIEVERS WORK TOGETHER
· “So the word of God spread, the disciples in Jerusalem increased greatly in number, and a large group of priests became obedient to the faith.” (Acts 6:7)
· There are no limits to what God will do in and through a Church that is committed to loving and serving others like Jesus.

CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION

ICE-BREAKER: What is something encouraging that someone else has done for you?

START THINKING:
· What are some main themes/ideas in Acts 6:1-7?
· What was the problem the early church faced in Acts 6:1-7? How did they resolve the dilemma?
· What did Peter mean when he said, “It would not be right for us to give up preaching the word of God to wait on tables” in vs. 2?

DIGGING DEEPER:
· Why was caring for the widows so important to the Church? (See James 1:27 for reference)
· Why is there such an emphasis on discipleship? How does discipleship display itself in the Church in Acts 6:1-7?
· Why is it so important that everyone in the Church is involved in the mission and responsibilities of the Church? In what ways are you involved currently? 
· Is there something else you could/should be doing to help grow the ministry and make disciples?
· What is your BIG takeaway from this study?
FOCUS
· Who in your life needs to hear the truth of the Gospel? How has this message/text affected and/or inspired you to reach them?
· Who are you inviting to Church next Sunday?
