Putting God First
Luke 12:13-21

“Someone from the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.”
[bookmark: _Hlk120425120]14 ‘Friend,’ he said to him, ‘who appointed me a judge or arbitrator over you?’ 15 He then told them, ‘Watch out and be on guard against all greed, because one’s life is not in the abundance of his possessions.’
16 Then he told them a parable: ‘A rich man’s land was very productive. 17 He thought to himself, “What should I do, since I don’t have anywhere to store my crops? 18 I will do this,” he said. “I’ll tear down my barns and build bigger ones and store all my grain and my goods there.” 19 Then I’ll say to myself, “You have many goods stored up for many years. Take it easy; eat, drink, and enjoy yourself.”’
[bookmark: _Hlk120425508]20 ‘But God said to him, “You fool! This very night your life is demanded of you. And the things you have prepared—whose will they be?”
[bookmark: _Hlk120425470]21 ‘That’s how it is with the one who stores up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.’” (Luke 12:13-21)

· God should be the #1 priority in the life of every Christian.
· Jesus - “But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be provided for you.” (Matthew 6:33)
· In this season of spending and giving (Black Friday, Christmas, etc…) we need to be intentional about prioritizing our giving to the Lord and His work.
· How you spend your money reveals the priorities of your heart.
· Jesus - “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Luke 12:34)
· Every spending decision is a spiritual decision.
· Money, in and of itself, is not evil.
· “For the love of money is a root[f] of all kinds of evil, and by craving it, some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.” (1 Timothy 6:10)
· The rich man in Jesus’ parable wasn’t condemned because he was rich. He was condemned because he wasn’t rich in his relationship with God. (Luke 12:20-21)
· There is nothing more important than our relationship with the Lord.
· What will it take to put God first in our lives?

PUTTING GOD FIRST REQUIRES:
GUARDING AGAINST GREED
· Jesus - “He then told them, ‘Watch out and be on guard against all greed, because one’s life is not in the abundance of his possessions.’” (Luke 12:15)
· Greed is defined as intense and selfish desire for something, especially wealth, power, or food.
· If your family income is $10,000 a year, you are wealthier than 84 percent of the world; If it's $50,000 or more a year, you make more than 99 percent of the world. 
· Many people get upset in church when we talk about money because they’re more focused on acquiring wealth and possessions than they are on helping others.
· “Therefore, put to death what belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desire, and greed, which is idolatry.” (Colossians 3:5)
· “God promised to meet all of our needs, not all of our greeds.” - Unknown
· There is nothing wrong with having money and possessions as long as your money and possessions don’t have you.
· Jesus - “Then he told them a parable: ‘A rich man’s land was very productive.” (Luke 12:16)

PUTTING GOD FIRST REQUIRES:
UNDERSTANDING THE DECEPTION
· Jesus - “Watch out and be on guard against all greed, because one’s life is not in the abundance of his possessions.” (Luke 12:15)
· Too many people have bought into the lie that money and possessions equal success and happiness.
· “But those who want to be rich fall into temptation, a trap, and many foolish and harmful desires, which plunge people into ruin and destruction.” (1 Timothy 6:9)
· Possessions can never make us permanently happy and they will always leave us wanting more.
· “Those who love money will never have enough. How meaningless to think that wealth brings true happiness!” (Ecclesiastes 5:10 NLT)
· When we put our trust in money we are no longer trusting in God.
· “Teach those who are rich in this world not to be proud and not to trust in their money, which is so unreliable. Their trust should be in God, who richly gives us all we need for our enjoyment.” (1 Timothy 6:17NLT)

PUTTING GOD FIRST REQUIRES:
VALUING THE RELATIONSHIP
· “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is demanded of you. And the things you have prepared—whose will they be?’ That’s how it is with the one who stores up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.” (Luke 12:20-21)
· We should value our relationship with the Lord over everything else.
· “Yes, everything else is worthless when compared with the infinite value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have discarded everything else, counting it all as garbage, so that I could gain Christ.” (Philippians 3:8 NLT)
· We should value the Lord over everything because of His love for us.
· “But God proves his own love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8)
· Christians are not only given abundant life on earth, but a guarantee of eternal life in heaven.
· “You reveal the path of life to me; in your presence is abundant joy; at your right hand are eternal pleasures.” (Psalm 16:11)
· The more passionate our faith is, the more consistent our giving will be.
   We Demonstrate Our Love For The Lord By:
· 1) Accepting Jesus as the Lord & Savior of our Life. (Acts 4:11-12; Romans 10:9), 2) Worshiping corporately with other Christians. (Psalm 122:1; Acts 2:46; Hebrews 10:25), 3) Gathering with other Christians for discipleship and accountability. (1 Thessalonians 5:11; Acts 2:42-47), 4) Serving the Lord in the local Church and outside the walls of the Church. (1 Samuel 12:24; Colossians 3:23-24), 5) Tithing faithfully and giving sacrificially to advance His work on earth. (Malachi 3:10; Matthew 23:23; 2 Corinthians 9:7), 6) Sharing the Gospel with nonbelievers. (Mark 16:15; Acts 1:8; Philemon 1:6)

· The Lord always takes care of His children when He is first in their lives.
· “And my God will supply all your needs according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:19)
· “If you have not chosen the Kingdom of God first, it will in the end make no difference what you have chosen instead.” - William Law
· In what areas do I need to put God first in my life?


CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION
For the Week of November 20-26

Icebreaker: Spend some time sharing with each other what you are thankful for.

· What do we learn about God/Jesus from Luke 12:13-21?

· What do I understand Jesus to be saying to me in Luke 12:13-21?

· What are some of the lies that people believe about money and possessions?

· What are some areas that I need to “put God first” in my life?

· What are some steps that I need to prioritize the Lord in my life?

