A VERTICAL LOVE THAT LEADS TO A HORIZONTAL LOVE
1 John 4:7-12

THE BIG IDEA: Because God is love and has demonstrated His love by sending His only Son Jesus to make sacrificial atonement for our sins, true believers will love one another.

TRUE LOVE ORIGINATES FROM GOD ALONE
	•	“Dear friends, let us love one another, because love is from God, and everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 8 The one who does not love does not know God, because God is love.” (1 John 4:7-8)
	•	A child of God not only loves, but also believes that Jesus is the Christ.
	•	“Now this is his command: that we believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and love one another as he commanded us.” (1 John 3:23)
	•	Because “God is love,” love in its fullest and truest form can only be experienced and expressed by true believers who have been born of God (born again).
	•	“It is because [humans] are created in the image of God, an image which has been defaced but not destroyed by the Fall, that they still have the capacity to love…Human love, however noble and however highly motivated, falls short if it refuses to include the Father and Son as the supreme objects of its affection.” – I. Howard Marshall (NICNT)
	•	IF a person truly knows God, who IS love, that person will be transformed into a person who loves God supremely, leading them to love others!

TRUE LOVE WAS DEMONSTRATED IN THE ATONING DEATH OF JESUS
	•	Atonement = To pay a ransom or price of release. Paying a debt that cannot be paid by the person being freed.
	•	“God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his one and only Son into the world so that we might live through him. 10 Love consists in this: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.” (1 John 4:9-10)
	•	God gave us the ultimate “proof” of His love by sending His Son Jesus to make atonement for our sins through His death and resurrection.
	•	“But God proves his own love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8)
	•	Our understanding of real love must start with Jesus’ sacrificial love on the cross taking on the penalty for our sins and granting a pardon to those who follow Him.

GOD’S LOVE IS MADE COMPLETE IN US WHEN WE LOVE OTHERS
	•	Christians should love one another because God has loved them.
	•	“Dear friends, if God loved us in this way, we also must love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God. If we love one another, God remains in us and his love is made complete in us.” (1 John 4:11-12)
	•	Jesus - “You have heard that it was said, Love your neighbor and hate your enemy. 44 But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that you may be children of your Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:43-45a)
	•	Refusing to love others, not only our brothers and sisters in Christ, brings into question whether one is truly a child of God.
	•	Jesus - “I give you a new command: Love one another. Just as I have loved you, you are also to love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” (John 13:34-35)
	•	As you grow in your love for one another, God’s love grows within you.






**Connect Group Discussion On Back**













CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION


Ice Breaker: What was your favorite love song growing up?

Start Thinking:
	•	What do you learn about God/Jesus from 1 John 4:7-12?
	•	What does John say about love in these verses?
	•	Why does John say that person who doesn’t love others does not know God? (vs. 2)
	•	What does “atoning sacrifice” (vs. 10) mean?

Digging Deeper:
	•	How have you been challenged by this message on loving others, including non-believers and even enemies? 
	•	How does the atoning sacrifice of Christ affect your view of how you should love others?
	•	How are people who don’t know God able to love? How is that love different from the love that those who do know God are able to give/experience?
	•	What are some ways you can love others as a demonstration that you are a child of God?
	•	What is your big takeaway from this message?

