FAITH ROOTED IN TRUTH THAT PRODUCES RESULTS
1 John 5:1-21

· THE BIG IDEA: A life lived void of faith in Jesus Christ can never fully understand truth, nor have the power to overcome sin and temptation.

BECAUSE OF OUR FAITH IN JESUS WE HAVE POWER TO CONQUER TEMPTATION AND DISOBEDIENCE TO GOD
· “Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the Father also loves the one born of him. 2 This is how we know that we love God’s children: when we love God and obey his commands.” (1 John 5:1-2)
· “But to all who did receive him, he gave them the right to be children of God, to those who believe in his name.” (John 1:12)
· Obeying God’s commands to love Him fully and love others is not beyond our ability IF we are in Christ.
· “For this is what love for God is: to keep his commands. And his commands are not a burden, 4 because everyone who has been born of God conquers the world. This is the victory that has conquered the world: our faith.” (1 John 5:3-4)
· The key to overcoming what seems to be irresistible temptation is having a deep rooted faith in the person of Jesus Christ.
· “I have told you these things so that in me you may have peace. You will have suffering in this world. Be courageous! I have conquered the world.” (John 16:33)

GOD HAS GUARANTEED VICTORY AND LIFE FOR THOSE WHO BELIEVE JESUS IS THE SON OF GOD
· [bookmark: _Hlk117777426]“Who is the one who conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 6 Jesus Christ—he is the one who came by water and blood, not by water only, but by water and by blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. 7 For there are three that testify: 8 the Spirit, the water, and the blood—and these three are in agreement. 9 If we accept human testimony, God’s testimony is greater, because it is God’s testimony that he has given about his Son. 10 The one who believes in the Son of God has this testimony within himself. The one who does not believe God has made him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony God has given about his Son. 11 And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 The one who has the Son has life. The one who does not have the Son of God does not have life. 13 I have written these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.” (1 John 5:5-13)
· There is no lasting victory or true life apart from a life in Christ.
· There is no power to live victoriously over temptation and sin apart from the One who has already conquered the world through His death and resurrection.
· The Holy Spirit testifies in our hearts to the Truth of Jesus as we abide in Christ and devote ourselves to the teaching of God’s Word (Bible).
· “Because it is God who has borne testimony to Jesus and declared him to be his Son, it follows that acceptance of Jesus as the Son of God is of fundamental and decisive importance.” I. Howard Marshall
· Jesus - “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” (John 14:6)

GOD LISTENS AND RESPONDS TO PRAYERS THAT ARE PRAYED ACCORDING TO HIS WILL
· A Christian who grows to a place of desiring what God desires will experience the joy of witnessing his/her prayers being answered.
· “This is the confidence we have before him: If we ask anything according to his will, he hears us. 15 And if we know that he hears whatever we ask, we know that we have what we have asked of him.” (1 John 5:14-15)
· Praying for our fellow believers who are struggling with sin has the power to lead them to restoration in their relationship with God.
· “If anyone sees a fellow believer committing a sin that doesn’t lead to death, he should ask, and God will give life to him—to those who commit sin that doesn’t lead to death. There is sin that leads to death. I am not saying he should pray about that. 17 All unrighteousness is sin, and there is sin that doesn’t lead to death.” (1 John 5:16-17)
· When we are centered in the will of God we have power over sin, confidence that we are God’s children, that Jesus is the Son of God, and that we will inherit eternal life.
· “We know that everyone who has been born of God does not sin, but the one who is born of God keeps him, and the evil one does not touch him. 19 We know that we are of God, and the whole world is under the sway of the evil one. 20 And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding so that we may know the true one. We are in the true one—that is, in his Son, Jesus Christ. He is the true God and eternal life.” (1 John 5:18-20)
· A life lived apart from Jesus Christ can never fully understand truth, nor have the power to overcome sin and temptation.
· “Little children, guard yourselves from idols.” (1 John 5:21)





















CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION


Ice Breaker: Share two truths and a lie about yourself to see if your fellow group members can detect which one is not true. (For those of you giving the side-eye with the instructions, just remember, this is a game, so it is okay to “tell a lie” in this situation. Relax. Have some fun.)

Start Thinking:
0. What do you learn about God/Jesus from 1 John 5:1-21?
0. Why does John say God’s commands are not a burden?
0. How does faith in Jesus lead to overcoming temptation and to loving others?
0. How does John explain the inseparable nature of belief in God the Father and belief in Jesus as the Son of God? (See vss. 1 and 5-13)
0. How does John explain that prayers are answered? For whom?

Digging Deeper:
0. Do you see obedience to God’s commands as a burden? Explain why or why not.
0. How would you explain the difference between “faith in God” and having “faith in Jesus as the Son of God” to someone who simply says they believe in God?
0. What does John mean when he says, “For there are three that testify: 8 the Spirit, the water, and the blood—and these three are in agreement.” (1 John 5:7-8) What do each of the three things represent and why is it important?
0. How can you ensure you are praying God’s will? In what ways is this challenging for you?
0. Why is it important to pray for others caught in sin, or who are not yet born again in Christ?
0. What is your big takeaway from this message?
