A POWERFUL LOVE FROM ABOVE
1 John 4:13-21

THE BIG IDEA: God’s love for us gives us assurance of our salvation, power to proclaim Jesus, confidence as we await judgment day, and the ability to reflect His love to others.

THE HOLY SPIRIT IN US ENABLES US TO HAVE ASSURANCE OF OUR SALVATION, AND TO PROCLAIM THE SON OF GOD TO THE WHOLE WORLD (vss. 13-15)
· “This is how we know that we remain in him and he in us: He has given us of his Spirit.” (1 John 4:13)
· God’s spirit within us affirms that we are God’s children.
· “And the way we know that he remains in us is from the Spirit he has given us.” (1 John 3:24b)
· A person void of the Spirit of God is a person void of God altogether.
· “And we have seen and we testify that the Father has sent his Son as the world’s Savior.” (1 John 4:14)
· “He himself is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours, but also for those of the whole world.” (1 John 2:2)
· Samaritans to the Samaritan woman - “And they told the woman, ‘We no longer believe because of what you said, since we have heard for ourselves and know that this really is the Savior of the world.’” (John 4:42)
· Jesus’ atoning sacrificial blood will only be applied to the cleanse the sins of those who call on His name for salvation, BUT His blood is sufficient and powerful enough to cover the sins of the whole world. 
· “15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God—God remains in him and he in God.” 
· Simple belief in the person of Jesus apart from believing Jesus is the Son of God sent from the Father falls short of one’s ability to be in fellowship with God.
GOD’S LOVE FOR US ENABLES US TO AWAIT JUDGMENT DAY WITHOUT FEAR
· “And we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and the one who remains in love remains in God, and God remains in him.” (1 John 4:16)
· As we remain in God’s love we continually remain as a conduit for love to others.
· “In this, love is made complete with us so that we may have confidence in the day of judgment, because as he is, so also are we in this world.” (1 John 4:17)
· When a person is born again into the family of God they are seen by God as His son/daughter, as opposed to an enemy of God.
· Christians are recipients of God’s grace and mercy leading us to anticipate our future with Him void of fear.
· “There is no fear in love; instead, perfect love drives out fear, because fear involves punishment. So the one who fears is not complete in love.” (1 John 4:18)
· Fear and love are mutually exclusive, so the one who is loved by God, and simultaneously loves God, will have no fear of standing before God.
· “If a person is afraid of God, this is because the love of God has not yet filled his/her heart and driven out all fear.” – I.H. Marshall
· “We love because he first loved us.” (1 John 4:19)
· We should be filled with a love for God out of gratitude that He loved us first.
· If we are continually reflecting on God’s love for us through the reading of the Bible, through prayer, and through worship our love for God should grow continually.


GOD’S LOVE FOR US ENABLES US TO LOVE OUR FELLOW CHRISTIANS WITHOUT QUALIFICATION
· “If anyone says, ‘I love God,’ and yet hates his brother or sister, he is a liar. For the person who does not love his brother or sister whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen.” (1 John 4:20)
· Loving God and loving others are inseparable according to Jesus. (See Matthew 22:34-40)
· Jesus - “I give you a new command: Love one another. Just as I have loved you, you are also to love one another.” (John 13:34)
· “And we have this command from him: The one who loves God must also love his brother and sister.” (1 John 4:21)








**CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION ON BACK**













CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION


Ice Breaker: What would you say is your spirit animal, the animal that most represents you/your personality? Why?

Start Thinking:
0. What do you learn about God/Jesus from 1 John 4:13-21?
0. Where does John say love originates? What does He mean?
0. According to John in these verses, how does the Holy Spirit help Christians?
0. How can Christians await the day of judgment without fear?

Digging Deeper:
0. How has the Holy Spirit directly impacted your walk with Jesus?
0. John spoke repeatedly in his letter about Jesus’ atoning sacrifice being for the whole world. What is the doctrine of “limited atonement” and how does John’s statements about Jesus’ sacrifice challenge that doctrine?
0. What feelings do you have personally when you think about judgment day? How has this message impacted your perspective of judgment day?
0. John seems to be very redundant in reminding us that true Christians cannot say they love God if they don’t love others. Why does he put so much emphasis on this?
0. What impacted you the most from this message? What changes will you make as a result?

