THE ANTICHRIST(S) ON THE STAND
1 John 2:18-27

THE BIG IDEA: Christians must stand on the authority of the Bible to combat and overcome antichrists who seek to undermine Truth.

THERE ARE ANTICHRISTS AT WORK IN THE CHURCH
· “…even now many antichrists have come.  19 By this we know that it is the last hour. 19 They went out from us, but they did not belong to us; for if they had belonged to us, they would have remained with us. However, they went out so that it might be made clear that none of them belongs to us.” (1 John 2:18b-19)
· Antichrists are people who are in God’s churches for the sole purpose of leading people away from the truth of the Gospel.
· “For such people are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. 14 And no wonder! For Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. 15 So it is no great surprise if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness. Their end will be according to their works.” (2 Corinthians 11:13-15)
· “There were indeed false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you. They will bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, and will bring swift destruction on themselves. 2 Many will follow their depraved ways, and the way of truth will be maligned because of them. 3 They will exploit you in their greed with made-up stories. Their condemnation, pronounced long ago, is not idle, and their destruction does not sleep.” (2 Peter 2:1-3)
· There are many people who sit in church week after week that look religious while heading to eternal destruction.
· “On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, didn’t we prophesy in your name, drive out demons in your name, and do many miracles in your name?’ 23 Then I will announce to them, ‘I never knew you. Depart from me, you lawbreakers!’” (Matthew 7:22-23)
EVERY CHRISTIAN HAS AN ANOINTING TO COMBAT FALSE TEACHERS/TEACHING
· “But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know the truth. 21 I have not written to you because you don’t know the truth, but because you do know it, and because no lie comes from the truth. 22 Who is the liar, if not the one who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This one is the antichrist: the one who denies the Father and the Son. 23 No one who denies the Son has the Father; he who confesses the Son has the Father as well.” (1 John 2:20-23)
· “As for you, the anointing you received from him remains in you, and you don’t need anyone to teach you. Instead, his anointing teaches you about all things and is true and is not a lie; just as it has taught you, remain in him.” (1 John 2:27)
· Christians are able to understand the truth of God’s word because of the illuminating ministry (anointing) of the Holy Spirit that lives in them.
· “He is the Spirit of truth. The world is unable to receive him because it doesn’t see him or know him. But you do know him, because he remains with you and will be in you.” (John 14:17)
· “When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth.” (John 16:13)
· Having the anointing of the Holy Spirit does not negate the need for teachers, but reinforces it by helping discern God’s truth that has already been revealed in His written word (Bible)..
· Jesus - “Go, therefore, and make disciples…teaching them to observe everything I have commanded you.” (Matthew 28:19-20)
· “And he himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, to build up the body of Christ.” (Ephesians 4:11-12)
· “Let the word of Christ dwell richly among you, in all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another…” (Colossians 3:16a)
· “What you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, commit to faithful men who will be able to teach others also…The Lord’s servant must not quarrel, but must be gentle to everyone, able to teach.” (2 Timothy 2:2, 24)
· Because God loves us He gives us the anointing of His Holy Spirit to guard us against false teaching (heresy) and to illuminate His already established Truth.

WE OVERCOME FALSE TEACHING BY STANDING ON THE AUTHORITY OF THE BIBLE
· “What you have heard from the beginning is to remain in you. If what you have heard from the beginning remains in you, then you will remain in the Son and in the Father. 25 And this is the promise that he himself made to us: eternal life. 26 I have written these things to you concerning those who are trying to deceive you.” (1 John 2:24-26)
· “If what men teach goes against or beyond what those who knew Jesus taught, mark them because they are not of God. They have a different spirit, the spirit of the antichrist.” – Daniel Akin
· “All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, for training in righteousness, 17 so that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:16-17)
· “This book of instruction must not depart from your mouth; you are to meditate on it day and night so that you may carefully observe everything written in it. For then you will prosper and succeed in whatever you do.” (Joshua 1:8)
· Christians do not need “special revelation” or “higher knowledge” because God has given us everything we need in His holy Scriptures (Bible).
· “For the word of God is living and effective and sharper than any double-edged sword, penetrating as far as the separation of soul and spirit, joints and marrow. It is able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.” (Hebrews 4:12)
· All we need to know about God, Salvation, Christian Living, and our Eternal Hope is found in the Bible.







CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION


Ice Breaker: Describe a time in your journey as a Christian 
where you felt closest to God?


Start Thinking:
0. What do you learn about God/Jesus from 1 John 2:18-27?
0. What are antichrists? How long will they exist?
0. What do antichrists do/teach?
0. How has your understanding of the term “antichrist” changed as a result of this study?
0. What is the “anointing” John wrote about in 1 John 2:20 and 2:27?


Digging Deeper:
0. Why will antichrists always leave the fellowship of the church while true believers remain?
0. Why should we be careful about speculating about who the Antichrist is or will be?
0. What does the Bible say we should do about false teachers in the church? Why is this important?
0. If every Christian has the Holy Spirit anointing for “illumination” of God’s word (Bible), why do we need Teachers in the Church?
0. Why should we avoid listening to people who claim to have “special revelation” or “higher knowledge” that is not found in Scripture?
0. What is your big takeaway from this message?

