CROSS-EXAMINING CLAIMS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS
1 John 1:5-2:2

[bookmark: _Hlk111787480][bookmark: _Hlk111787589][bookmark: _Hlk111787643]“This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light, and there is absolutely no darkness in him. 6 If we say, ‘We have fellowship with him,’ and yet we walk in darkness, we are lying and are not practicing the truth. 7 If we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say, ‘We have no sin,’ we are deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say, ‘We have not sinned,’ we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 2 My little children, I am writing you these things so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ the righteous one. 2 He himself is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours, but also for those of the whole world.” (1 John 1:5-2:2)

THE BIG IDEA: Because Jesus is our atonement and our advocate who redeems us from sin, a true Christian will not continue to “walk” in sin.

WE ARE CALLED TO DECLARE THE TRUTH ABOUT GOD
· “This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light, and there is absolutely no darkness in him.” (1 John 1:5)
· Our responsibility as Christians is to proclaim the truth that God is light and through Him we can overcome darkness in our lives and in the world.
· “Jesus spoke to them again: ‘I am the light of the world. Anyone who follows me will never walk in the darkness but will have the light of life.’” (John 8:12)
· Jesus is God in the flesh and as the Light of the World, he provides the means for us to overcome darkness.

WE ARE CALLED TO DECLARE THE TRUTH ABOUT SIN
· [bookmark: _Hlk111794423][bookmark: _Hlk111794718][bookmark: _Hlk111794532][bookmark: _Hlk111794748]“If we say, ‘We have fellowship with him,’ and yet we walk in darkness, we are lying and are not practicing the truth. 7 If we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say, ‘We have no sin,’ we are deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say, ‘We have not sinned,’ we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.” (1 John 1:6-10)
· While we all sin, a person that “walks” in sin while claiming to be in fellowship with God is deceived and lying.
· “If we say, ‘We have fellowship with him,’ and yet we walk in darkness, we are lying and are not practicing the truth.’” (1 John 1:6)
· From the time of Jesus until today people have professed to be followers of Jesus while refusing to acknowledge and repent of sin in their own lives.
· “If we say, ‘We have no sin,’ we are deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not in us…If we say, ‘We have not sinned,’ we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.’” (1 John 1:8,10)
· The Good News of the Gospel is that when we confess and genuinely repent of our sins we find forgiveness and fellowship with God and one another.
· [bookmark: _Hlk111794814]“If we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin… If we confess our sins, he is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:7, 9)
· Sin is at the root of professing Christians who refuse to walk in fellowship with one another.

WE ARE CALLED TO DECLARE THE TRUTH ABOUT JESUS
· John draws a distinction between the “liars” in the previous verses and true Christians by addressing them as “my little children” signifying his love for them.
· [bookmark: _Hlk111797794]“My little children, I am writing you these things so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ the righteous one. 2 He himself is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours, but also for those of the whole world.” (1 John 2:1-2)
· Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God and Savior of all who call on His name, and apart from Him there is no salvation.
· “Jesus told him, ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.’” (John 14:6)
· “There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to people by which we must be saved.” (Acts 4:12)
· The Good News of the Gospel is not meant to be kept hidden away in our private lives, but to be declared to the world that Jesus died and rose again so that ALL who call on His name would be saved from the penalty for their sins.
· “He himself is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours, but also for those of the whole world.” (1 John 2:2)
· “For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” (Romans 10:13)


**Connect Group Discussion on Back**















CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION

Ice Breaker: Where is a place you would never want to be if the lights went out? And why?

Start Thinking:
· What do you learn about God/Jesus from 1 John 1:5-2:2?
· How does John contrast true Christians from those who incorrectly claim to be Christians?
· What is the difference in “having sin” and “walking in sin” as described in 1 John 1:5-2:2? 
· What does “atonement” mean?

Digging Deeper:
· In what ways have many watered down the seriousness of sin in today’s world/church/individual lives?
· Why is it so important that our understanding of sin comes from God and His word, rather than being shaped by culture or our personal feelings?
· What are some ways you can guard against “walking in” sin?
· Since we all sin, how does Jesus’ role as advocate and atonement encourage you?
· How does 1 John 2:2 reinforce the mandate for all believers to take the Good News of the Gospel to the world?
· What is your big takeaway from this message?


