THE WORTHY WALK OF GRACE
Ephesians 4:1-6

THE BIG IDEA: Christians are called by God to live lives of humility, walking in grace, while seeking unity with all fellow believers as evidence that we have been redeemed by Christ.

UNITY AMONG GOD’S PEOPLE IS AN EXPECTATION FROM THE LORD
· “Therefore I, the prisoner in the Lord, urge you to walk worthy of the calling you have received, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 making every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.” (Ephesians 4:1-3)
· God is the great reconciler and unifier, and as such He expects His Church to pursue that same unity with each other.

UNITY AMONG GOD’S PEOPLE IS THE DESIRE OF JESUS’ HEART
· “I pray not only for these, but also for those who believe in Me through their word. 21 May they all be one, as You, Father, are in Me and I am in You. May they also be in Us, so that the world may believe You sent Me. 22 I have given them the glory You have given Me, so that they may be one as We are one. 23 I am in them and You are in Me, so that they may be made completely one, that the world may know You have sent Me and have loved them as You have loved Me.” (John 17:20-23)
· Jesus would have never prayed for something that was not possible, which means His prayer for a unified Church should be a priority for us.

UNITY AMONG GOD’S PEOPLE IS ATTAINED THROUGH REMAINING HUMBLE WHILE EXTENDING GRACE AND FORGIVENESS TO OTHERS
· “with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 making every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.” (Ephesians 4:2-3)
· Every Christian has experienced, and continues to experience, the grace and mercies of God, and our responsibility is to extend that same grace and mercy to our fellow brothers and sisters in Christ.
· “Always be humble and gentle. Be patient with each other, making allowance for each other’s faults because of your love. 3 Make every effort to keep yourselves united in the Spirit, binding yourselves together with peace.” (Ephesians 4:2-3 NLT)
· Because every one of us is imperfect and in need of regular grace and forgiveness, we should be eager to make allowance for each other’s faults.
· “What then? Are we any better off? Not at all! For we have already charged that both Jews and Greeks are all under sin, 10 as it is written: There is no one righteous, not even one.” (Romans 3:9-10)
· Rather than assuming the worst of one another’s actions or intent, lead with humility acknowledging that every offense is not always intentional.
· “Therefore, as God’s chosen ones, holy and dearly loved, put on compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another and forgiving one another if anyone has a grievance against another. Just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you are also to forgive. 14 Above all, put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity.” (Colossians 3:12-14)
· ““For judgment is without mercy to the one who has not shown mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment.” (James 2:13)

CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION

Ice Breaker: What is the funniest thing someone ever shared with you in conversation?

Start thinking: 
· What do we learn about God from Romans Ephesians 4:1-6?
· What was “the calling” Paul mentioned in verse 1?
· What were some of the differences that potentially caused division in the early Church? Think about the audience and context.

Start sharing. Discuss in depth to create openness.
· What are some things that cause division in God’s Church today?
· How does a unified Church bear witness to Jesus as the Son of God and to a people who have been redeemed?
· What does “making allowance for one another’s faults” look like in your life?
· Who might you need to extend grace to and reconcile with?
· What is your big takeaway from this message?

Pray
· Share prayer requests and pray for each other.
· Pray for our community to be open to the Gospel.
· Pray for our church, and leadership.
· Pray for our government leaders, and local leaders.
· Pray about anything else the Holy Spirit leads you to pray
