FROM BROKEN TO BEAUTIFUL
Nehemiah 11-12

THE BIG IDEA: God is STILL making beautiful out of broken and our response should be to celebrate Him through our worship.

GOD TAKES WHAT IS BROKEN AND DESPISED TO CREATE SOMETHING BEAUTIFUL FOR HIS GLORY
· “Now the leaders of the people stayed in Jerusalem, and the rest of the people cast lots for one out of ten to come and live in Jerusalem, the holy city, while the other nine-tenths remained in their towns.” (Nehemiah 11:1)
· Oftentimes the things that people see as irrelevant, or even undesirable, are the very things God uses to advance His Kingdom.
· “God has chosen what is foolish in the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen what is weak in the world to shame the strong. 28 God has chosen what is insignificant and despised in the world—what is viewed as nothing—to bring to nothing what is viewed as something, 29 so that no one may boast in his presence.” (1 Corinthians 1:27-29)

GOD USES ORDINARY PEOPLE TO ACCOMPLISH EXTRAORDINARY THINGS FOR HIS GLORY
· “The people blessed all the men who volunteered to live in Jerusalem.” (Nehemiah 11:2)
· God is looking for those who will be faithful to serve and worship Him in spite of how things look to others.
· While some may not be willing to get IN the trenches with you, they will support your commitment.
· “Whatever you do, do it from the heart, as something done for the Lord and not for people, 24 knowing that you will receive the reward of an inheritance from the Lord. You serve the Lord Christ.” (Colossians 3:23-24)
· “Let us not get tired of doing good, for we will reap at the proper time if we don’t give up.” (Galatians 6:9)
· Not everyone in your circle will be supportive as you wholeheartedly commit to serving and worshipping the Lord, but be encouraged knowing that God will not let your labor be in vain.

GOD DESIRES FOR HIS PEOPLE TO CELEBRATE HIM WITH PURE AND SACRIFICIAL WORSHIP
· “At the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem, they sent for the Levites wherever they lived and brought them to Jerusalem to celebrate the joyous dedication with thanksgiving and singing accompanied by cymbals, harps, and lyres.” (Nehemiah 12:27)
· “After the priests and Levites had purified themselves, they purified the people, the city gates, and the wall.” (Nehemiah 12:30)
· One of the most impactful elements of worship is committing ourselves to live holy and set apart from the world.
· “On that day they offered great sacrifices and rejoiced because God had given them great joy. The women and children also celebrated, and Jerusalem’s rejoicing was heard far away.” (Nehemiah 12:43)
· God is worthy of our unhindered, unsuppressed worship and when we gather for worship we should celebrate all that He is and all that He has done!
· “So in the days of Zerubbabel and Nehemiah, all Israel contributed the daily portions for the singers and gatekeepers. They also set aside daily portions for the Levites, and the Levites set aside daily portions for Aaron’s descendants.” (Nehemiah 12:47)
· Part of worshipping God is giving to support the work and worship of God through the local church.

CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION
Ice Breaker: Describe a time when you saw God take something broken and make it beautiful for His glory?

Start thinking: 
· What do we learn about God from Nehemiah 11-12?
· Why did many people not want to return to Jerusalem?
· Why did some volunteer even though so many didn’t want to go?
· How did the people respond besides singing and celebrating?

Start sharing. Discuss in depth to create openness.
· What would “volunteering to live in Jerusalem” look like today?
· How can we as a church help those around us who are suffering?
· What would being faithful in service look like for you at Renew? In our community?
· In what ways can you grow in your worship of the Lord?
· What is your big takeaway from this message?
Pray
· Share prayer requests and pray for each other.
· Pray for our community to be open to the Gospel.
· Pray for our church, and leadership.
· Pray for our government leaders, and local leaders.
· Pray about anything else the Holy Spirit leads you to pray
