BROKEN BEHAVIOR THAT REVEALS GOD’S MERCY
Nehemiah 9

THE BIG IDEA: True followers of the LORD should be faithful to repent when necessary and commit to a holy life in light of God’s continued display of mercy and blessings upon His people.

CONFESSION AND REPENTANCE OF SIN IS FRUIT OF A TRUE BELIEVER (vss. 1-3)
· “On the twenty-fourth day of this month the Israelites assembled; they were fasting, wearing sackcloth, and had put dust on their heads. 2 Those of Israelite descent separated themselves from all foreigners, and they stood and confessed their sins and the iniquities of their ancestors. 3 While they stood in their places, they read from the book of the law of the Lord their God for a fourth of the day and spent another fourth of the day in confession and worship of the Lord their God.” (Nehemiah 9:1-3)
· True believers not only feel the need to repent to obtain God’s mercy, but they desire to repent because they love the Lord and acknowledge how much He loves them.
· “The one who conceals his sins will not prosper, but whoever confesses and renounces them will find mercy.” (Proverbs 28:13)
· What “hidden sins” do you need to deal with?

GOD HAS REPEATEDLY PROVEN HIMSELF TO BE WORTHY OF OUR WORSHIP AND COMMITMENT (vss. 5-36)
· “’Stand up. Blessed be the Lord your God from everlasting to everlasting.’ Blessed be your glorious name, and may it be exalted above all blessing and praise. ” (Nehemiah 9:5b)
· Because God has been so generous in His mercy, we should feel a strong sense of compulsion to worship Him wholly and live for Him faithfully.
· “Because of the Lord’s faithful love we do not perish, for his mercies never end. 23 They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness!” (Lamentations 3:22-23)
· God’s faithfulness in dispensing His mercy and grace upon us should never embolden us to continue in sin.
· “What should we say then? Should we continue in sin so that grace may multiply? 2 Absolutely not! How can we who died to sin still live in it?” (Romans 6:1-2)
· What area(s) of your life need repentance so that you can truly honor the Lord with your worship?

IF WE ARE TRULY GOD’S PEOPLE, WE NEED TO FULLY COMMIT TO THE LORD AND HIS KINGDOM WORK (vs. 38)
· “In view of all this, we are making a binding agreement in writing on a sealed document containing the names of our leaders, Levites, and priests.” (Nehemiah 9:38)
· Following the LORD is more than Sunday church attendance and scriptures posted on Social Media; following Jesus involves commitment and self-denial.
· “Then Jesus said to his disciples, ‘If anyone wants to follow after me, let him deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me. 25 For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life because of me will find it. 26 For what will it benefit someone if he gains the whole world yet loses his life? Or what will anyone give in exchange for his life? 27 For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will reward each according to what he has done.” (Matthew 16:24-27)
· What does embracing the cross look like in your life? What is your next step?

CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION
Ice Breaker: What is a task/chore in life that you despise and why?

Start thinking: 
· What do we learn about God from Nehemiah 9?
· What was significant about the 24th day of the seventh month in this narrative of Nehemiah 9?
· Why were the Jews wearing sackcloth and having ashes on their heads? What was the significance?
· What was the pattern of God and His people outlined in Nehemiah 9?

Start sharing. Discuss in depth to create openness.
· Why is it a good thing to reflect on the accumulation of your sins throughout your life the way the Jews did in Nehemiah 9?
· How have you emphasized the sins of others, while minimizing or ignoring your own? (this is a sensitive but necessary question.)
· Why is it so easy to look at “certain sins other commit” as worse than our own sin? How can we overcome that?
· In reflecting on God’s mercy as evidenced in Nehemiah 9, what are some thoughts that come to mind?
· What is your big takeaway from this message?
Pray
· Share prayer requests and pray for each other.
· Pray for our community to be open to the Gospel.
· Pray for our church, and leadership.
· Pray for our government leaders, and local leaders.
· Pray about anything else the Holy Spirit leads you to pray
