IT’S NOT TIME TO REST YET
Nehemiah 7

THE BIG IDEA: We should celebrate progress in God’s Kingdom work, but we should also remember the work is not done.

WE MUST BE CAREFUL TO AVOID COMPLACENCY AS WE ENGAGE IN GOD’S KINGDOM WORK
· “When the wall had been rebuilt and I had the doors installed, the gatekeepers, singers, and Levites were appointed. 2 Then I put my brother Hanani in charge of Jerusalem, along with Hananiah, commander of the fortress, because he was a faithful man who feared God more than most. 3 I said to them, ‘Do not open the gates of Jerusalem until the sun is hot, and let the doors be shut and securely fastened while the guards are on duty. Station the citizens of Jerusalem as guards, some at their posts and some at their homes.’” (Nehemiah 7:1-3)
· The danger in becoming complacent with progress is that we leave ourselves vulnerable to future attacks that come against God’s Church.
· “Be sober-minded, be alert. Your adversary the devil is prowling around like a roaring lion, looking for anyone he can devour. 9 Resist him, firm in the faith, knowing that the same kind of sufferings are being experienced by your fellow believers throughout the world.” (1 Peter 5:8-9)
· The Lord’s Kingdom work will not be completed until Jesus returns, which means that Satan will not relent from his attacks on God’s people and God’s mission.
· “Therefore, submit to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.” (James 4:7)
· Because the Holy Spirit lives in us we have the power to overcome any tactic of Satan and his forces.

WE MUST BE WILLING TO DO WHATEVER IS NEEDED TO ADVANCE GOD’S KINGDOM WORK
· Not everyone can be out front in the work of God, but everyone has place they can serve.
· “When the wall had been rebuilt and I had the doors installed, the gatekeepers, singers, and Levites were appointed…. ‘Station the citizens of Jerusalem as guards, some at their posts and some at their homes.’” (Nehemiah 7:1-3)
· Christians who live a life surrendered to the Lord will answer the call to do what is needed, even if it is not their primary gifting or passion.
· “Whatever you do, do it from the heart, as something done for the Lord and not for people, 24 knowing that you will receive the reward of an inheritance from the Lord. You serve the Lord Christ.” (Colossians 3:23-24)
· “Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, be steadfast, immovable, always excelling in the Lord’s work, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.” (1 Corinthians 15:58)

WE SHOULD BE ACTIVE IN REACHING OTHERS TO JOIN US IN GOD’S KINGDOM WORK
· There is power in numbers when God’s people join together to accomplish God’s mission.
· “The city was large and spacious, but there were few people in it, and no houses had been built yet. 5 Then my God put it into my mind to assemble the nobles, the officials, and the people to be registered by genealogy.” (Nehemiah 7:4-5)
· Filling a building with people does not equate to “Building God’s Kingdom.”
· The true Church is made up of those who are truly born again believers living a life set apart dedicated to the Lord.
· “For such people are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. 14 And no wonder! For Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. 15 So it is no great surprise if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness. Their end will be according to their works.” (2 Corinthians 11:13-15)
· There are many onlookers who attend church services every week that have not truly trusted Christ as their Savior.
· Have you truly repented of your sin and trusted Jesus to save you from the penalty of your sins? If not, what is keeping you from doing that today?









CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION
Ice Breaker: What is something that you tried to do in your life that you were surprisingly good at, or were better at than you expected?

Start thinking: 
· What do we learn about God from Nehemiah 7?
· What was the purpose of the census Nehemiah conducted?
· Why did Nehemiah choose Hanani and Hananiah to serve as high level officials?
· Why did Nehemiah continue leading people to work after the walls and gates were completed?

Start sharing. Discuss in depth to create openness.
· In what ways can churches become complacent in the mission?
· How does this message challenge you in regards to being available and flexible in the mission of the Church?
· Why is it so important to remember that the work does not end until Christ returns?
· How can we/you help ensure that we are “making disciples” rather than just filling the building with onlookers?
· What is your Big Takeaway from this message? What will you do as  result of what you learned/heard?

Pray
· Share prayer requests and pray for each other.
· Pray for our community to be open to the Gospel.
· Pray for our church, and leadership.
· Pray for our government leaders, and local leaders.
· Pray about anything else the Holy Spirit leads you to pray


