JESUS IS . . . THE PEACE GIVER
John 14:27-31
· Peace is something that everyone seems to want, and few people seem to have.
· “A thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I have come so that they may have life and have it in abundance.” (John 10:10)
· We won’t experience the “abundant life” Jesus offers until we learn how to live the peace-filled life that Jesus offers.
· Jesus - “Peace I leave with you. My peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives.” (John 14:27)
· What does it take for us to live a Peace-Filled life?
 
Living A Peace-Filled Life Requires:
REMAINING IN THE LORD’S PRESENCE
· Jesus – “I have told you these things so that in Me you may have peace.” (John 16:33a)
· Since Jesus is the “Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6-7), we experience His peace when we “plug into” His presence.
· Jesus – “Remain in me, and I in you. Just as a branch is unable to produce fruit by itself unless it remains on the vine, neither can you unless you remain in me.” (John 15:4)
·  Activities that help us “abide in the Lord” include: 1) Praying daily, 2) Reading God’s Word daily, 3) Attending Church faithfully, 4) Attending a Connect Group weekly, 5) Listening to Christian music and 6) Living godly.
· Paul - “Don’t worry about anything, but in everything, through prayer and petition with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6-7)

Living A Peace-Filled Life Requires:
MAKING THANKFULNESS A DAILY PRACTICE
· [bookmark: _Hlk100642967]“And let the peace of Christ, to which you were also called in one body, rule your hearts. And be thankful.” (Colossians 3:15)
· We should spend time thanking the Lord daily for who He is to us, what He’s done for us, and what He’s promised to us.
· “Rejoice always, 17 pray constantly, 18 give thanks in everything; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18)
· When we’re focused on being grateful God becomes bigger in our mind and our problems become smaller - which brings peace to our heart and mind.
 
Living A Peace-Filled Life Requires:
LIVING BY THE LORD’S PRINCIPLES
· The Hebrew word for peace is “shalom” which means “to be whole or complete.”
· We can’t be “whole or complete” and we won’t have peace in our hearts until the Lord is first in our lives.
·  Jesus - “But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be provided for you.” (Matthew 6:33)
· The Greek word for peace is “eirene” which means “to be in agreement or harmony.”
· We can’t have peace in our heart and life without obedience to the Lord.
· When we live in disobedience we are stating that we don’t agree with God’s way of doing things, and therefore we cannot be recipients of His peace.
· [bookmark: _Hlk100643461]“’There is no peace for the wicked,’ says the Lord.” (Isaiah 48:22)
 
Living A Peace-Filled Life Requires:
BELIEVING IN THE LORD’S PROMISES
· Jesus - “You have heard me tell you, ‘I am going away and I am coming to you.’ If you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the Father is greater than I. 29 I have told you now before it happens so that when it does happen you may believe.” (John 14:28-29)
· Jesus left those Disciples as He promised and now resides in Heaven (Acts 1:9-11); but He still lives daily in His follower’s lives through His Spirit (John 14:16-17).
· The Lord – “I will never leave you or abandon you.” (Hebrews 13:5)

Living A Peace-Filled Life Requires:
OVERCOMING ONE OF OUR BIGGEST PROBLEMS
· Jesus – “Don’t let your heart be troubled or fearful.” (John 14:27)
· Many people struggle with some type of fear, and fear robs us of peace in our hearts and lives.
· “For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but one of power, love, and sound judgment.” (2 Timothy 1:7)
· Fear causes us to become frail, frustrated and failing (1 Timothy 5:23, 2 Timothy 1:6-12), and robs us of our peace.
· The Lord - “Haven’t I commanded you: be strong and courageous? Do not be afraid or discouraged, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:9)
· “The Lord is my light and my salvation—whom should I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my life—whom should I dread?”  (Psalm 27:1)
· We don’t ever have to be overcome by our fears because we have the presence and power of the Lord in our lives.
· When Jesus spoke these the words in John chapters 14-16, He was facing the prospect of His own betrayal, arrest, beating, crucifixion and death.
· Jesus – “I have told you these things so that in me you may have peace. You will have suffering in this world. Be courageous! I have conquered the world.” (John 16:33 )
· According to Jesus, because of Him we can have peace in our lives even when we’re struggling with great challenges.
· [bookmark: _Hlk100648281]“Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Romans 5:1)
· We won’t have real and lasting peace in our hearts or even peace with others until we’ve made “peace with God” and we “belong to Christ Jesus.”
· [bookmark: _Hlk100648374]What steps do I need to take to better have the “peace of the Lord” in my life?

DAILY PRAYER FOR THIS WEEK - “Lord, I want to live a Peace-filled life today. So, help me to seek Your presence, express gratitude for my blessings, live by Your principles, believe Your promises, and live by faith so that I won’t be overcome by fear. In the name of Jesus.”





**Connect Group Discussion On Back**














CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION

Ice Breaker: If you could go anywhere, what place would you find to be most peaceful?

Start thinking: 
· What do we learn about God/Jesus from John 14:23-26?
· What does it mean to “remain” or “abide” in Jesus?
· Why is developing a regular mindset of thankfulness so important for followers of Christ?
· What are some things that have the potential to rob us of peace?

Start sharing. Discuss in depth to create openness.
· How are you specifically “remaining” or “abiding” in Christ?
· What’s keeping me from living a Peace-Filled Life consistently?
· What steps do I need to take to better have the “peace of the Lord” in my life?
· What is your “Big Takeaway” from this message?

Pray
· Share prayer requests and pray for each other.
· Pray for our community to be open to the Gospel.
· Pray for our church, and leadership.
· Pray for our government leaders, and local leaders.

Pray about anything else the Holy Spirit leads you to pray for.











