THE CONSEQUENCES OF DOING RIGHT
John 5:1-16

JESUS IS ATTENTIVE TO THE FORGOTTEN, IGNORED, AND HURTING
· “One man was there who had been disabled for thirty-eight years. 6 When Jesus saw him lying there and realized he had already been there a long time, he said to him, ‘Do you want to get well?’” (John 5:5-6)
· If we are to follow Jesus’ example, we must be willing to ignore the critics and be committed to reaching the forgotten, the ignored, and the hurting.

JESUS OFTEN WORKS IN THE LIVES OF PEOPLE EVEN WHEN THEY LACK FAITH
· “‘Sir,’ the disabled man answered, ‘I have no one to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up, but while I’m coming, someone goes down ahead of me.’ 8 ‘Get up,’ Jesus told him, ‘pick up your mat and walk.’ 9 Instantly the man got well, picked up his mat, and started to walk.” (John 5:7-9)
· Because God loves His creation, He often works on our behalf even when we fail to have a proper understanding of that love.

JESUS WAS PERSECUTED FOR DOING THE RIGHT THING
· “Now that day was the Sabbath, 10 and so the Jews said to the man who had been healed, ‘This is the Sabbath. The law prohibits you from picking up your mat.’ 11 He replied, ‘The man who made me well told me, ‘Pick up your mat and walk.’” (John 5:9b-11)
· Walking faithfully with Jesus will bring opposition from non-Christians because we live in a world that despises submitting to a Higher authority.
· “The man went and reported to the Jews that it was Jesus who had made him well. 16 Therefore, the Jews began persecuting Jesus because he was doing these things on the Sabbath.” (John 5:15-16)
· As Christians, we should be seeking to live in such a way that glorifies Jesus, rather than living for the acceptance and approval of those who reject Him.
· “For am I now trying to persuade people, or God? Or am I striving to please people? If I were still trying to please people, I would not be a servant of Christ.” (Galatians 1:10)

SOMETIMES OUR CIRCUMSTANCES ARE A RESULT OF SIN IN OUR LIVES
· “After this, Jesus found him in the temple and said to him, ‘See, you are well. Do not sin anymore, so that something worse doesn’t happen to you.’” (John 5:14)
· While many of our difficult circumstances in life are the result of living in this fallen world, sinful actions on our part bring negative consequences as well.
· “Don’t be deceived: God is not mocked. For whatever a person sows he will also reap, 8 because the one who sows to his flesh will reap destruction from the flesh, but the one who sows to the Spirit will reap eternal life from the Spirit.” (Galatians 6:7-8)
· Like the paralytic who was healed, and the woman caught in adultery who received mercy, Jesus has instructed us to “Go and sin no more.”
