WHAT REAL FAITH LOOKS LIKE
John 4:46-54

REAL FAITH INVOLVES COMMITMENT
· “When they entered Galilee, the Galileans welcomed Him because they had seen everything He did in Jerusalem during the festival. For they also had gone to the festival.” (John 4:45)
· Following Jesus for the show and out of spiritual curiosity leads to an empty faith that offers no salvation in the end.
· Jesus – “Unless you people see signs and wonders, you will not believe.” (John 4:48)
· The issue is not whether Jesus can do miracles, BUT whether you will still believe in Him and follow Him based on the Gospel alone.
· “Many more believed because of what He said. 42 And they told the woman, ‘We no longer believe because of what you said, since we have heard for ourselves and know that this really is the Savior of the world.’” (John 4:41-42)

REAL FAITH IS MORE THAN AN EMOTIONAL EXPERIENCE
· “‘Sir,’ the official said to him, ‘come down before my boy dies.’ 50 ‘Go,’ Jesus told him, ‘your son will live.’ The man believed what Jesus said to him and departed.” (John 4:49-50)
· True faith in Jesus is not a blind faith, but a faith rooted in the very words of Jesus Himself.

REAL FAITH REMAINS
· “‘Go,’ Jesus told him, ‘your son will live.’ The man believed what Jesus said to him and departed.” (John 4:50)
· “The father realized this was the very hour at which Jesus had told him, ‘Your son will live.’ So he himself believed, along with his whole household.” (John 4:53)
· The power of God to keep His children transcends any force or person that would try to remove them from God’s Salvation, meaning those who “turn away” were never really saved to begin with.
· “They went out from us, but they did not belong to us; for if they had belonged to us, they would have remained with us. However, they went out so that it might be made clear that none of them belongs to us.” (1 John 2:19)
· The person with a real faith will continue to live for Jesus and stay connected to His Body (the Church) when people offend them, life disappoints them, or tragedy impacts them, because their faith is not built on religion or an emotional experience, but on Christ and His word.
· Jesus - “This people honors me with their lips, but their heart is far from me. 9 They worship me in vain, teaching as doctrines human commands.” (Matthew 15:8-9) (ref. Isaiah 29:13)
