CHRISTMAS EXPECTATIONS RE: SUCCESS
MATTHEW 2:1-2; 9-11

· Many people measure their success and the success of others by who they know, what they earn, and what they own.
· Success by the world’s standards is not the same as success by the Lord’s standards.

What does it take to experience True Success this Christmas?

WE CAN EXPERIENCE TRUE SUCCESS BY:
SEEKING THE SAVIOR
· “After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of King Herod, wise men from the east arrived in Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star at its rising and have come to worship him.” (Matthew 2:1-2)
· “Of course God does not consider you hopeless. If He did, He would not be moving you to seek Him (and He obviously is)…Continue seeking Him with seriousness. Unless He wanted you, you would not be wanting Him.” – C.S. Lewis
· There will always be people who are seeking Jesus, opposing Jesus, or ignoring Jesus.

WE CAN EXPERIENCE TRUE SUCCESS BY:
STAYING THE COURSE
· “After hearing the king, they went on their way. And there it was—the star they had seen at its rising. It led them until it came and stopped above the place where the child was.” (Matthew 2:9)
· We can’t let anyone or anything keep us from pursuing the Lord and His will and way for our lives.
· “If you don’t know where you are going, you might wind up some place else.” – Yogi Berra
· “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, and I have remained faithful. And now the prize awaits me – the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give me on the day of his return. And the prize is not just for me but for all who eagerly look forward to his appearing.” (2 Timothy 4:7-8 NLT)
· True success is coming to the end of our lives knowing we have accomplished the Lord’s will for our lives.
WE CAN EXPERIENCE TRUE SUCCESS BY:
GIVING TO THE LORD
· “Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts: gold, frankincense, and myrrh.” (Matthew 2:11b)

We Need To Be Giving Our:
· TIME TO THE LORD (Ephesians 5:16-17)
· TALENTS TO THE LORD (Romans 12:6; 1 Timothy 4:14-15)
· TREASURES TO THE LORD

The Wise Men brought to the Lord:
· Gold – a gift for a king (Philippians 2:9-11)
· Incense – a gift for a priest (1 Timothy 2:5)
· Myrrh – a gift for death (Romans 5:8)

· Wise men and women bring gifts to the Lord to support His work around the world.

WE CAN EXPERIENCE TRUE SUCCESS BY:
SURRENDERING TO THE LORD
· “Entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and falling to their knees, they worshiped him.” (Matthew 2:11a)

Surrendering to the Lord involves:
· PRIORITIZING HIM
· Jesus - “But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be provided for you.” (Matthew 6:33)
· TRUSTING HIM
· “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your own understanding; 6 in all your ways know him, and he will make your paths straight.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)
· “Never be afraid to trust an unknown future to a known God.” –Corrie Ten Boom
· “True Success” is experienced in life when we “find” the Lord Jesus and surrender our lives to Him.
· “If you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” (Romans 10:9)
· Real “success” comes from finishing well in the Lord’s eyes.
