CHRISTMAS EXPECTATIONS RE: OTHERS
Hebrews 6:10, 1 John 3:17-18
· Question – “How can we express God’s love to people this Christmas season?”
WE CAN EXPRESS LOVE TO OTHERS THIS CHRISTMAS BY:
PRAYING FOR THEM
· “The prayer of a righteous person is very powerful in its effect.” (James 5:16b)
· Prayer is the most beneficial activity in the world, because it connects us to the presence and power of God.  
We Should Be Praying For People Who Need To Experience:

· SALVATION IN THEIR LIVES
· No one can fully appreciate Christmas if they’ve never been transformed by “the reason for the season.” (Jesus)
· CONSOLATION IN THEIR LIVES
· People have hurts in their lives that only the Lord can heal.
· LIBERATION THEIR LIVES
· Some people need to be set free from their strongholds (addictions, emotional issues) (See Romans 7:21-23)
· Some people need to be set free from their struggles (physical, financial, vocational challenges) 
· Question – “Who do I need to be praying for this Christmas?.  
WE CAN EXPRESS LOVE TO OTHERS THIS CHRISTMAS BY:
ENCOURAGING THEM
· Paul - “But God, who comforts the downcast, comforted us by the arrival of Titus….In addition to our own comfort, we rejoiced even more over the joy Titus had, because his spirit was refreshed by all of you.” (2 Corinthians 7:6, 13b)
· People are often looking for encouragement because they are constantly discouraged by others around them.  
· We should be encouraging people in many ways, and one way is to encourage them to “stay true to the Lord.”
· “When he arrived and saw the grace of God, he was glad and encouraged all of them to remain true to the Lord with devoted hearts,.” (Acts 11:23)
· Question – “Who do I need to be encouraging this Christmas?”
WE CAN EXPRESS LOVE TO OTHERS THIS CHRISTMAS BY:
WITNESSING TO THEM
· Jesus - “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come on you, and you will be my witnesses…” (Acts 1:8)
· People are often very open to hearing about Jesus and attending Church during the Christmas and Easter seasons.
We Can Witness To Others By:

· INVITING THEM TO CHURCH
· SHARING JESUS WITH THEM

· Question – “Who do I need to witness to and invite to church with me this Christmas?”
WE CAN EXPRESS LOVE TO OTHERS THIS CHRISTMAS BY:
BLESSING THEM
    We Can “Bless” Others By:

· GIVING TO HELP THEM
· Jesus – “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” (Acts 20:35)
· This Christmas we should give our tithe (first tenth) to our church, give to the Christmas Missions Offering, and give to help hurting individuals.
· Question – “What does the Lord want me to give to the Christmas offering?”
    We Can Bless Others By:

· MINISTERING TO THEM
· “Carry one another’s burdens; in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.” (Galatians 6:2)
· “Pure and undefiled religion before God the Father is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress  . . .” (James 1:27)
· One day we’re going to be judged by the Lord as to whether or not we really loved, cared for and ministered to others. (See Matthew 25:35-36)
· Question – “Who do I need to minister to this Christmas?” 
“For God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you demonstrated for his name by serving the saints—and by continuing to serve them.”  (Hebrews 6:10)
