CHOSEN, CHALLENGED, & CHANGED:
Living Ready For Christ’s Return
2 Thessalonians 3:1-18

A TRULY CONVERTED PEOPLE
[bookmark: _Hlk88912464]“In addition, brothers and sisters, pray for us that the word of the Lord may spread rapidly and be honored, just as it was with you, 2 and that we may be delivered from wicked and evil people, for not all have faith. 3 But the Lord is faithful; he will strengthen you and guard you from the evil one. 4 We have confidence in the Lord about you, that you are doing and will continue to do what we command. 5 May the Lord direct your hearts to God’s love and Christ’s endurance.
[bookmark: _Hlk88912716]6 Now we command you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away from every brother or sister who is idle and does not live according to the tradition received from us. 7 For you yourselves know how you should imitate us: We were not idle among you; 8 we did not eat anyone’s food free of charge; instead, we labored and toiled, working night and day, so that we would not be a burden to any of you. 9 It is not that we don’t have the right to support, but we did it to make ourselves an example to you so that you would imitate us. 10 In fact, when we were with you, this is what we commanded you: “If anyone isn’t willing to work, he should not eat.” 11 For we hear that there are some among you who are idle. They are not busy but busybodies. 12 Now we command and exhort such people by the Lord Jesus Christ to work quietly and provide for themselves. 13 But as for you, brothers and sisters, do not grow weary in doing good.
[bookmark: _Hlk88912766]14 If anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, take note of that person; don’t associate with him, so that he may be ashamed. 15 Yet don’t consider him as an enemy, but warn him as a brother.
16 May the Lord of peace himself give you peace always in every way. The Lord be with all of you. 17 I, Paul, am writing this greeting with my own hand, which is an authenticating mark in every letter; this is how I write. 18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.” (2 Thessalonians 3:1-18)

THE BIG IDEA: People who are truly converted in Christ will demonstrate a commitment to evangelism and accountability by the grace of God.

GOSPEL ADVANCEMENT IS THE PRIORITY FOR THE CHURCH (vss. 1-5)
· ““In addition, brothers and sisters, pray for us that the word of the Lord may spread rapidly and be honored, just as it was with you,” (2 Thessalonians 3:1)
· Jesus - “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.” (Luke 16:15)
· Because Satan is always at work against the Lord and His people, we cannot afford to stay silent about the Good News of Jesus.

HOLDING PEOPLE ACCOUNTABLE FOR RIGHT LIVING IS NECESSARY FOR THE CHURCH (vss. 6-15)
· “Iron sharpens iron, and one person sharpens another.” (Proverbs 27:17)
· Just like a dull knife cannot function as intended, the same is true of a Christian whose acknowledgement of sin in their life has been “dulled.”
· “Now we command you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away from every brother or sister who is idle and does not live according to the tradition received from us.” (2 Thessalonians 3:6)
· “If anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, take note of that person; don’t associate with him, so that he may be ashamed. 15 Yet don’t consider him as an enemy, but warn him as a brother.” (2 Thessalonians 3:14-15)
· The ultimate goal of church discipline is to restore those who are walking in rebellion to God’s word.
· “Brothers and sisters, if someone is overtaken in any wrongdoing, you who are spiritual, restore such a person with a gentle spirit, watching out for yourselves so that you also won’t be tempted. 2 Carry one another’s burdens; in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.” (Galatians 6:1-2)
· Genuine love for our fellow brothers and sisters in Christ is not expressed by ignoring patterns of sin, but by loving them enough to address the sin in hopes of seeing repentance and restoration.

A PEACE THAT ONLY GOD CAN GIVE IS AVALABLE TO THE CHURCH (vss. 16-18)
· “May the Lord of peace himself give you peace always in every way. The Lord be with all of you.” (2 Thessalonians 3:16)
· Regardless of circumstances, there is a peace available to Christians that can only come from the Lord.
· “You will keep the mind that is dependent on you in perfect peace, for it is trusting in you.” (Isaiah 26:3)
· “Peace I leave with you. My peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Don’t let your heart be troubled or fearful.” (John 14:27)
· “And let the peace of Christ, to which you were also called in one body, rule your hearts. And be thankful.” (Colossians 3:15)
· “And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:7)
· While the world around us seems to be full of chaos and confusion, we can rest in the Peace of God that passes all understanding.

