CHOSEN, CHALLENGED, & CHANGED
Living Ready for Christ’s Return
1 Thessalonians 5

LIVING READY AND EXPECTANT

THE BIG IDEA: The Day of the Lord (God’s coming Judgement) is imminent and Christians should be living expectantly and ready for Christ’s return.

SINCE WE, AS CHRISTIANS, KNOW CHRIST WILL RETURN, WE SHOULD LIVE LIKE IT
· The heart of a Christian should be to live faithfully for the Lord because of our love for Him, rather than out of a sense of dreaded compulsion.
· [bookmark: _Hlk86743511][bookmark: _Hlk86743862][bookmark: _Hlk86744035][bookmark: _Hlk86744071]“About the times and the seasons: Brothers and sisters, you do not need anything to be written to you. 2 For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night. 3 When they say, “Peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them, like labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 4 But you, brothers and sisters, are not in the dark, for this day to surprise you like a thief. 5 For you are all children of light and children of the day. We do not belong to the night or the darkness. 6 So then, let us not sleep, like the rest, but let us stay awake and be self-controlled. 7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, get drunk at night. 8 But since we belong to the day, let us be self-controlled and put on the armor of faith and love, and a helmet of the hope of salvation. 9 For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with him. 11 Therefore encourage one another and build each other up as you are already doing.”
   What we know about The Day of the Lord:
· CHRIST WILL RETURN SUDDENLY
· “For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night.” (1 Thessalonians 5:2)
· THE LORD’S JUDGEMENT IS UNAVOIDABLE
· “When they say, ‘Peace and security,’ then sudden destruction will come upon them, like labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape.” (1 Thessalonians 5:3)
· CHRISTIANS SHOULD BE READY RATHER THAN SURPRISED
· “But you, brothers and sisters, are not in the dark, for this day to surprise you like a thief. 5 For you are all children of light and children of the day. We do not belong to the night or the darkness. 6 So then, let us not sleep, like the rest, but let us stay awake and be self-controlled. 7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, get drunk at night. 8 But since we belong to the day, let us be self-controlled and put on the armor of faith and love, and a helmet of the hope of salvation.” (1 Thessalonians 5:4-8)
· UNLIKE THOSE WHO REJECT CHRIST, CHRISTIANS WILL AVOID GOD’S WRATH
· “For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10 who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with him. 11 Therefore encourage one another and build each other up as you are already doing.” (1 Thessalonians 5:9-11)

GOD’S CHURCH HAS A HIGH CALLING
· Because we have been redeemed in Christ our lives should be a reflection of the One who redeemed us.
· [bookmark: _Hlk86755193][bookmark: _Hlk86755439]“Now we ask you, brothers and sisters, to give recognition to those who labor among you and lead you in the Lord and admonish you, 13 and to regard them very highly in love because of their work. Be at peace among yourselves. 14 And we exhort you, brothers and sisters: warn those who are idle, comfort the discouraged, help the weak, be patient with everyone. 15 See to it that no one repays evil for evil to anyone, but always pursue what is good for one another and for all. 16 Rejoice always, 17 pray constantly, 18 give thanks in everything; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 19 Don’t stifle the Spirit. 20 Don’t despise prophecies, 21 but test all things. Hold on to what is good. 22 Stay away from every kind of evil.
    What Paul Reminds Us About the Church’s Calling:
· WE SHOULD HONOR THOSE WHO LEAD WELL
· “Now we ask you, brothers and sisters, to give recognition to those who labor among you and lead you in the Lord and admonish you, 13 and to regard them very highly in love because of their work. Be at peace among yourselves.” (1 Thessalonians 5:12-13)
· WE ARE RESPONSIBLE TO ONE ANOTHER
· “And we exhort you, brothers and sisters: warn those who are idle, comfort the discouraged, help the weak, be patient with everyone. 15 See to it that no one repays evil for evil to anyone, but always pursue what is good for one another and for all.” (1 Thessalonians 5:14-15)
· WE MUST REMAIN FAITHFUL
· “Rejoice always, 17 pray constantly, 18 give thanks in everything; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 19 Don’t stifle the Spirit. 20 Don’t despise prophecies, 21 but test all things. Hold on to what is good. 22 Stay away from every kind of evil.” (1 Thessalonians 5:16-22)

WE NEED THE PRESENCE AND GRACE OF THE LORD
· As redeemed men and women in Christ we have the blessing of the God’s Holy Spirit living in us!
· 23 Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely. And may your whole spirit, soul, and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 He who calls you is faithful; he will do it. 25 Brothers and sisters, pray for us also. 26 Greet all the brothers and sisters with a holy kiss. 27 I charge you by the Lord that this letter be read to all the brothers and sisters. 28 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.” (1 Thessalonians 5:1-28)
· No matter how much Scripture we can quote, or how spiritual we think we are, we cannot endure this world faithfully without the presence and power of God working in our lives.
· God is faithful to keep His children so that nothing in this world (natural or spiritual) can separate us from Him.
· “For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39)


**CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION ON BACK**

Connect Groups are small groups within the church that meet weekly in person, or via Zoom, to develop community with each other and grow in discipleship. Contact us to find a group that fits your schedule. checkerz@renewchurchonline.org
CONNECT GROUP DISCUSSION
Ice Breaker: What is the most unexpected thing that ever happened to you, and how did you react?
Start thinking: 
· What are the promise and threat communicated in 1 Thessalonians 5?
· How does Paul contrast the fates of believers and unbelievers in this passage of Scripture?
· How does the promise of Christ’s return encourage us to live soberly and seriously?

Start sharing. Discuss in depth to create openness.
· What do we learn about accountability and biblical community with other believers from this passage of Scripture?
· Why are so many people reluctant to build meaningful relationships with others? How can you help your church overcome this?
· What is the difference between sanctification and self-righteousness?
· What is the ultimate message in this passage of Scripture for the church today? For you as a believer?

Pray Boldly	
· Pray for our Church to be an effective Gospel witness in our city that brings about change for God’s Kingdom.
· Pray for each member, and future members, to embrace a biblically transformed life of sacrifice, service, and love for God and others.
· Pray for our church to grow closer with one another and develop true abiding relationships as we live on mission together.
· Pray for our Pastor: That the Lord continue to lead him, shape him, protect him, and give him strength as he shepherds Renew Church.


