CHOSEN, CHALLENGED, & CHANGED
Living Ready For Christ’s Return
1 Thessalonians 4:1-12
LIVING A LIFE THAT HONORS THE LORD
[bookmark: _Hlk85787993]THE BIG IDEA: In a world that celebrates sin Christians are called to pursue a life that is distinctly different and honors the Lord.
COMPLACENCY LEADS TO COMPROMISE
· “Additionally then, brothers and sisters, we ask and encourage you in the Lord Jesus, that as you have received instruction from us on how you should live and please God—as you are doing—do this even more. 2 For you know what commands we gave you through the Lord Jesus.” (1 Thessalonians 4:1-2)
· When we stop “working out our salvation” we find ourselves slipping back into sinful situations.
· “Therefore, my dear friends, just as you have always obeyed, so now, not only in my presence but even more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.” (Philippians 2:12)
· “Not that I have already obtained it or have already become perfect, but I press on so that I may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 3:12)
· Living victoriously over sin is the result of a constant pursuit of a deeper relationship with our Savior.
SEXUAL IMMORALITY HINDERS OUR SANCTIFICATION
· “For this is God’s will, your sanctification: that you keep away from sexual immorality, 4 that each of you knows how to control his own body in holiness and honor, 5 not with lustful passions, like the Gentiles, who don’t know God. 6 This means one must not transgress against and take advantage of a brother or sister in this manner, because the Lord is an avenger of all these offenses, as we also previously told and warned you. 7 For God has not called us to impurity but to live in holiness. 8 Consequently, anyone who rejects this does not reject man, but God, who gives you his Holy Spirit.” (1 Thessalonians 4:3-8)
· Sexual sin is one of the most common and effective strategies Satan uses to bring about destruction in the lives, families, and testimonies of God’s children.
· “Therefore, put to death what belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desire, and greed, which is idolatry.” (Colossians 3:5)
· There is no such thing as sexual sin that is “not a problem because it doesn’t hurt anyone else.”
LET YOUR LIFE BE A TESTIMONY TO NON-CHRISTIANS
· “About brotherly love: You don’t need me to write you because you yourselves are taught by God to love one another. 10 In fact, you are doing this toward all the brothers and sisters in the entire region of Macedonia. But we encourage you, brothers and sisters, to do this even more, 11 to seek to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business, and to work with your own hands, as we commanded you, 12 so that you may behave properly in the presence of outsiders and not be dependent on anyone.” (1 Thessalonians 4:9-12)
· Excelling in loving one another, minding your own business, and working hard should be goals for every follower of Christ.
· When people are busy minding everyone else’s business, the focus of their lives becomes gossip rather than the Gospel.
· When Christians are lazy they lose their credit and their credibility.
· “Go to the ant, you slacker! Observe its ways and become wise.” (Proverbs 6:6)
· “Whatever you do, do it from the heart, as something done for the Lord and not for people.” (Colossians 3:23)
· In a world that celebrates sin Christians are called to pursue a life that is distinctly different and honors the Lord.
