CHOSEN, CHALLENGED, & CHANGED
Living Ready For Christ’s Return #3
1 Thessalonians 3

WE NEED EACH OTHER

[bookmark: _Hlk85344582][bookmark: _Hlk85344812][bookmark: _Hlk85344866][bookmark: _Hlk85344945]“Therefore, when we could no longer stand it, we thought it was better to be left alone in Athens. 2 And we sent Timothy, our brother and God’s coworker in the gospel of Christ, to strengthen and encourage you concerning your faith, 3 so that no one will be shaken by these afflictions. For you yourselves know that we are appointed to this. 4 In fact, when we were with you, we told you in advance that we were going to experience affliction, and as you know, it happened. 5 For this reason, when I could no longer stand it, I also sent him to find out about your faith, fearing that the tempter had tempted you and that our labor might be for nothing.

Encouraged by Timothy
[bookmark: _Hlk85345098][bookmark: _Hlk85345210]6 But now Timothy has come to us from you and brought us good news about your faith and love. He reported that you always have good memories of us and that you long to see us, as we also long to see you. 7 Therefore, brothers and sisters, in all our distress and affliction, we were encouraged about you through your faith. 8 For now we live, if you stand firm in the Lord. 9 How can we thank God for you in return for all the joy we experience before our God because of you, 10 as we pray very earnestly night and day to see you face to face and to complete what is lacking in your faith?

Prayer for the Church
[bookmark: _Hlk85345359]11 Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our way to you. 12 And may the Lord cause you to increase and overflow with love for one another and for everyone, just as we do for you. 13 May he make your hearts blameless in holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. Amen.” (1 Thessalonians 3:1-13)

A BIBLICAL PASTOR CARES FOR THE PEOPLE HE SHEPHERDS
· “Therefore, when we could no longer stand it, we thought it was better to be left alone in Athens. 2 And we sent Timothy, our brother and God’s coworker in the gospel of Christ, to strengthen and encourage you concerning your faith.” (1 Thessalonians 3”1-2)
· If we are not careful, we can get so consumed with what is going on “in our personal world” that we miss out on what God is doing is His world.

CHRISTIANS ARE APPOINTED TO DIFFICULT TIMES
· “so that no one will be shaken by these afflictions. For you yourselves know that we are appointed to this. 4 In fact, when we were with you, we told you in advance that we were going to experience affliction, and as you know, it happened.” (1 Thessalonians 3:3-4)
· Even though we will face trouble in this world, we can stand firm and live as overcomers knowing that God will use those afflictions for our good and for His glory.
· Jesus - “I have told you these things so that in me you may have peace. You will have suffering in this world. Be courageous! I have conquered the world.” (John 16:33)


SATAN IS A REAL AND FORMIDABLE ADVERSARY
· “For this reason, when I could no longer stand it, I also sent him to find out about your faith, fearing that the tempter had tempted you and that our labor might be for nothing.” (1 Thessalonians 3:5)
· One of the most dangerous things a Christian can do is ignore the reality of Satan and his ongoing mission to tempt and destroy us.
· “Be sober-minded, be alert. Your adversary the devil is prowling around like a roaring lion, looking for anyone he can devour. 9 Resist him, firm in the faith, knowing that the same kind of sufferings are being experienced by your fellow believers throughout the world.” (1 Peter 5:8-9)


EVERYONE NEEDS ENCOURAGEMENT, INCLUDING PASTORS
· “But now Timothy has come to us from you and brought us good news about your faith and love. He reported that you always have good memories of us and that you long to see us, as we also long to see you. 7 Therefore, brothers and sisters, in all our distress and affliction, we were encouraged about you through your faith. 8 For now we live, if you stand firm in the Lord. 9 How can we thank God for you in return for all the joy we experience before our God because of you.” (1 Thessalonians 3:6-9)
· The best ways you can encourage your pastor are by loving extravagantly and living faithfully.
· “Remember your leaders who have spoken God’s word to you. As you carefully observe the outcome of their lives, imitate their faith.” (Hebrews 13:7)


GROWING IN FAITH NEEDS COMMUNITY WITH OTHER CHRISTIANS
· “as we pray very earnestly night and day to see you face to face and to complete what is lacking in your faith?” (1 Thessalonians 3:10)
· “Faith needs community. I need you, and you need me. On our own, our “faith is lacking.” If we believe all by ourselves, we will not believe for long. Any unchurched, uninvolved Christian is living outside the will of God.” – Dr. Tony Evans


LOVE FOR ALL IS A SIGN THAT WE ARE REDEEMED IN CHRIST
· “Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our way to you. 12 And may the Lord cause you to increase and overflow with love for one another and for everyone, just as we do for you. 13 May he make your hearts blameless in holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. Amen.” (1 Thessalonians 3:11-13)
· We are called by God to love all people even if we don’t “like” them, because all people are created in the image of God and need to know Christ as Lord.
· Loving like Jesus positions our hearts to be “blameless in holiness” as we await Christ’s return.
